Abortion and Contraception in the Early Church
The Didache (1% Century A.D.)

The Lord’s ‘feacﬁing to the Heathen Ey the Twelve ?l}oostfesr

“The second commandment qf the Teacﬁing: “Do not murder; do not commit acfuﬁwy”; do not
corrupt Eoys; do not fornicaw; “do not steal”; do not ]amctice magic; do not go in for sorcery; do not
murder a child Ey abortion or kill a newborn infant. “Do not covet your neigﬁﬁor’s property; do
not commit }aerjury; do not bear fa(se witness”; do not slander; do not bear gma[ges. Do not be
double-minded or c{ouﬁfe-tvnguecf, for a double tongue is “a cfeacffy snare.” Your words shall not be
dishonest or hollow, but substantiated Ey action. Do not be greecfy or extortionate or ﬁyjoocriu’caf or
malicious or arrogant. Do not Jo[ot against your neigﬁﬁor. Do not hate cmyﬁody; but reprove some,

pray for others, and still others love more than your own ﬁﬂ"’
St. Hippolytus - 228 A.D.

“Women who were rqpum{ to be believers Eegan to take cfrugs to render themselves sterile, and to
bind themselves u’gﬁt[y so as to exye[ what was Eeing conceived, since tﬁey would not, on account of
relatives and excess wealth, want to have a child Ey a slave or Ey any insignﬁccmt person. See,
then, into what great impiety that lawless one has Jm’oceecfeo[, By t‘eacﬁing ac[u[wry and murder at
the same time!” (CRgﬁitan’on of Al Heresies).

St. Basil - (4™ Century A.D.)

To ﬂnﬁ[ocﬁius, Bisﬁop of Iconia:
“She who has intentionally destroved [the fetus] is subject to the penalty corresponding to a
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homicide. For us, there is no scruu’nizing between the formecf and unformec[ matus]; here tru[y
justice is made not onfy for the unborn but also with reﬁzrence to the _person who is attentive onfy to
ﬁimseﬁ/ﬁerseﬁ" since so many wormen genem[@ die for this very reason.” (First Letter 2).

“Let her that procures abortion umfergo ten years’ penance, whether the emﬁryo were peg%ctfy
formecf, or not.” (‘Jﬁe First Canonical fjoistfe of Our ﬂ-ﬂ)[y Father Basil, iZh’cﬁBisﬁo}o of Caesarea
n Ca}ajoacfocia to ﬂmpﬁifocﬁius, r.Bisﬁop of Jeonium: Canon 17)

“those who give the aﬁomfacients and those who take the _poisons are guiﬂy of homicide.” (First
Letter 8).



