Chapter 10 – From the Tang to the Mongols” The Flowering of Traditional China
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Chapter 10 Outline

I.  China after the Han

II.  China Reunified:  The Sui, The Tang, and the Song

   
A.  Political Structures:  The Triumph of Confucianism

1.  Equal Opportunity in China:  The Civil Service Examination

2.  Local Government

B.  Economy and Society

1.  Ocean Trade and the Silk Road

2.  Daily Life in Traditional China

III.  Explosion in Central Asia:  The Mongol Empire

A.  Mongol Rule in China

IV.  In Search of the Way

A.  Rise and Decline of Buddhism and Daoism

B.  Neo-Confucianism:  The Investigation of Things

V.  Apogee of Chinese Culture

A.  Literature

B.  Art

Conclusion

Chapter Review/Summary
While Chinese culture has long been seen as passing through cycles of great dynasties followed by periods of  internal chaos and disruption, more recent scholarship has developed a different view of Chinese history.  China underwent vast internal changes between the rise of the Tang dynasty (600) and the beginning of the Ming dynasty.  Industry and commerce had emerged while power had become more equally divided in the countryside.  The civil service provided an opportunity for advancement based upon merit – an opportunity that did not exist elsewhere in the world at the time.  In addition, Chinese society was diverse in its beliefs.  China remained a primarily agricultural society and a highly centralized empire.  The greatest threat to China came from the northwestern frontier where nomadic tribes constantly pressed against Chinese civilization.  The Mongols did conquer China and ruled for approximately 100 years as the Yuan dynasty before they were overthrown by the powerful native Chinese Ming dynasty.  Chinese society evolved through periods of dynastic change, but Chinese society remained fairly stable and constant.
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Primary Sources
	Chinese Primary Sources:
	

	A Daoist Critique of Confucianism:  The Biography of a Great Man
	

	· Is the author's final question a serious one?  What difference is there between the Confucian "gentleman" described here and lice that inhabit trouser legs?  What similiarity does he mean us to see?
	

	· Why is the Daoist author so critical of Confucianism?


	

	· What major changes would external criticisms from both Daoism and Buddhism cause within State Confucianism?


	

	The Good Life in the High Tang:  Du Fu, A Poem
	

	· How did the poetry of Du Fu contrast with that of Li Bo?  How do the two together represent the literary concerns of Tang poets?


	

	· How is Du Fu's reader to distinguish his distaste for this imperial display?  Might this poem not be read as an expression of admiration?  Why?  Why would the author make the distinction fairly subtle?


	

	· See Map 10.2 above.  Where might this festival have taken place within Chang'an?


	

	· This poem seems to spring from the poet's direct experience of an imperial gala. Why would Du Fu have been present at this festival?  Do his acceptance of the invitation and his consequent scornful poem create a paradox?  Why or why not?


	

	
	

	The Saintly Miss Wu:  Hung Mai, A Song Family Saga
	

	· What similarities do you see between the view of widows expressed here and the ancient Indian practice of sati?  (Review Chapter Two.)


	

	· Why did unmarried persons have little voice in Chinese village life under the clan and council system?
	

	· How did Miss Wu express her filial piety?  Why would she represent the "perfect woman" in medieval Chinese society?


	

	· What moral lesson are we to conclude from Miss Wu's miraculous salvation?  For whom is this message especially intended?


	

	
	

	A Letter to the Pope:  A Letter from Kuyuk Khan to Pope Innocent IV


	

	· Why (aside from its obvious refusal to heed the pope's request) would Kuyuk Khan's reply have displeased Innocent IV?


	

	· What beliefs on the part of the Khan are reflected here?  How does he justify his own power?


	

	· How does the Khan turn Pope Innocent IV's own arguments against him?


	

	· Under what dynasty were these letters exchanged?


	

	· Does the Khan understand the Pope's unique position within the Roman Catholic Church?  


	

	
	

	“How Khubilai Khan Chooses His Consorts”
	

	· Why do you think Marco Polo wrote about this particular aspect of Mongol court life?  Would it have surprised or shocked him?
	

	· Would it have seemed as interesting to an Arab, Indian, or Chinese visitor?  Why or Why not?
	

	
	

	The Way of the Great Buddha:  Shen-Hui, Elucidating the Doctrine

	

	· What similarities to philosophical Daoism do you perceive here?  Why does the document contain them?
	

	· Can one define the Buddhist concept of Nirvana?  The Chinese concept of the Dao?  Why did Shen-Hui try?


	

	· Why were both Buddhism and Daoism rejected as dangerous by the Chinese state under the Tang?  


	

	
	

	A Confucian Wedding Ceremony
	

	· What was the philosopher Zhu Xi's motive in writing this document?


	

	· How are the moral tenets of Confucianism concerning filial piety revealed in this list of wedding protocols?


	

	· What evidence does this source provide concerning the status of women in medieval China? 


	

	
	

	Two Tang Poets:  Li Bo, Quiet Night Thoughts and Drinking Alone in Moonlight, and Du Fu, Spring Prospect

	

	· Which of these poets reflects concerns of state?  Which reflects private concerns?  Which would be more closely associated with Daoism?


	

	· Why might the first of Li Bo's poems have become popular as a school text, while the second example has not?


	

	· What were the principles of organization and aesthetic beauty in this age of Chinese poetry?
	

	
	

	“A Battle to the Death”
	

	· Would modern audiences find this excerpt as appealing as its original audience did?
	

	· Do certain topics have an ageless appeal? Show why you think as you do?
	

	
	

	Critical Thinking Questions
	

	1.  What conditions made the rise of the Sui and Tang dynasties possible?  Why didn’t such a change happen a century earlier?
	

	2.  Were the character and ability of the rulers during the eras of the Sui, Tang and Song more important than economic or military conditions in accounting for the Tang’s longer existence?  Why or why not?
	

	3.  Describe how details of the Chinese civil service examination process related to Confucianism and the development of Chinese society.
	

	4.  Was Chinese historical development basically changed by Mongol rule, or were changes begun during the Tang and Song periods and just postponed until after the beginning of the Ming Dynasty?  Show how the evidence causes you to think as you do.


	

	5.  How did the events of the Tang, Song and Uyan dynasties change the Chinese social structure and the daily lives and activities of “everyday, regular” people?  Consider matters such as changes and continuities in marriage customs and religious ideas in your essay.
	

	6.  How did Buddhism, and Confucianisms and Daoism change during the Sui, Tang, and Song dynasties?  How did these changes relate to political and social factors?
	

	7.  What were the major achievements in Chinese art and literature between the Tang and Ming dynasties?
	


Quiz

Multiple Choice:
1.
Which of the following is NOT true concerning Chinese society after the fall of the Han dynasty?


a.
Many Chinese turned to philosophies that promised heavenly salvation.


b.
The period is sometimes referred to as the “era of six dynasties.”


c.
Philosophical Daoism waned in popularity.


d.
The “seven sages of the bamboo forest” are examples of the period in literature.

2.
How did Buddhism come to China?


a.
via missionaries from Southeast Asia


b.
via the Silk Road


c.
via the Mongols


d.
via Japanese missionaries

3.
Who reunited China in 581?


a.
Yang Jian


b.
Sui Yangdi


c.
Xuan Zang


d.
Li Yuan

4.
The Grand Canal provided all of the following, EXCEPT


a.
an imperial highway.


b.
accelerated communications throughout the empire.


c.
connection between the Wei and Yangzte rivers.


d.
a way to ship grain from the south to the north.

5.
Which of the following areas was added to Chinese imperial control during the Tang dynasty?


a.
Tibet


b.
Xinjiang


c.
southern provinces below Yangzte


d.
all of the above

6.
Who is Yang Guifei?


a.
She was a concubine of the Tang emperor Xuanzong.


b.
One of her followers led a rebellion against the Tang emperor.


c.
He was the greatest poet of the Tang dynasty.


d.
both a and b

7.
Approximately, what was the population of China during the Song dynasty?


a.
100 million


b.
10 million


c.
40 million


d.
27 million

8.
Which of the following was NOT one of the ministries in the Department of State Affairs?


a.
military affairs


b.
public works


c.
rites


d.
farming

9.
What was the civil service exam based upon during the Song dynasty?


a.
Daoist texts


b.
Buddhist texts


c.
Confucian texts


d.
all of the above

10.
What is the lowest level official of the Chinese central government?


a.
magistrate


b.
censor


c.
council elder


d.
tax collector

11.
In the 11th century, the reformist  _________ attempted to limit the size of landholdings through land taxes.


a.
Tian Shin


b.
Wu Zhao


c.
Wang Anshi


d.
Yuan Guifei

12.
Which of the following was introduced during the Tang period?


a.
gunpowder


b.
cotton


c.
steel


d.
all of the above

13.
What was the world’s wealthiest city during the Tang era?


a.
Canton


b.
Khanbaliq


c.
Chang’an


d.
Beijing

14.
Who was Wu Zhao?


a.
the last Song emperor


b.
empress of China


c.
the greatest Tang era poet


d.
the mother of Genghis Khan

15.
What does “Genghis Khan” mean?


a.
world emperor


b.
universal ruler


c.
great king


d.
son of Khan

16.
The Mongols ruled China as the _____ dynasty.


a.
Tang


b.
Song


c.
Khanate


d.
Yuan

17.
Who founded the Ming dynasty?


a.
Khubilai Khan


b.
Wu Zhao


c.
Zhu Yuanzhang


d.
Tai Ming

18.
Who was the leading proponent of Neo-Confucianism?


a.
Lao Zi


b.
Tang Taizong


c.
Wang Yangming


d.
Zhu Xi

19.
What is the first printed book?


a.
Confucius’ Analects

b.
a Buddhist text


c.
Chinese census


d.
bible

20.
________ is the great Chinese historic epic.


a.
Tale of the Marshes

b.
Mahabharata

c.
Romance of the Three Kingdoms

d.
“Quiet Night Thoughts”

True/False
1.
The high point of Chinese poetry came during the Tang dynasty.

a.
true
b.
false

2.
Yang Guifei helped lead to the downfall of the Han dynasty.

a.
true

b.
false
3.
The capital under the Song was at Hangzhou.

a.
true
b.
false

4.
The civil service exam gave the emperor more control over the bureaucracy.

a.
true

b.
false
5.
The Mongols had a one million man army that allowed them to create the largest empire in the history of the world.

a.
true

b.
false
Short answer/Essay:

1.
What similarities are there in the fall of the Sui, Tang and Song dynasties?

2.
Describe the civil service exam system.

3.
Explain the position of women in China.

4.
Why did Buddhism lose support in China?

5.
How did Neo-Confucianism contribute to a lack of scientific inquiry in China?

Internet Exploration
To see portraits of emperors from the Tang, Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties, visit

http://www.chinapage.com/emperor.html
To learn more about the Tang dynasty, visit

http://www.anthro.mankato.msus.edu/prehistory/china/classical_imperial_china/tang.html
To learn about using current technology to discover lost cities along the Silk Road, visit

http://www.alumni.caltech.edu/~pamlogan/silkroad/index.html
