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Citizens’ Oversight Committee  
Report on Measure “T” 
General Obligation Bonds 

As the new chairperson of the Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee, it is my pleasure to 
participate in the oversight of the Measure 
“T” General Obligation Bond program for 
Hemet Unified School District facilities 
building program.  Measure “T”, the $149 
million bond, was approved by the voters in 
November, 2006. 
 
Due to term limits, the Governing Board re-
cently selected six new members to the Citi-
zen’s Oversight Committee consisting of nine 
members.  I can assure you that I, along with 
the other members, will continue to diligently 
review and monitor the bond expenditures for 
compliance with the bond resolution. 
 
The District has issued $100 million in bonds 
of Measure “T”.  The District can only issue 
a portion of the remaining $49 million since 
assessed valuation of the District has de-
clined over the last two years. 
 
The previous $60 million bond, Measure “E”, 
was passed by the voters in March of 2002.  
The program was closed out with all ex-
penses paid out in 2007 with the formal audit 
and closeout in June, 2008.  The District suc-
cessfully received $101 million in state 
matching funds complying with Education 
Code Section 15278 et. seq. and all require-
ments of Proposition 39.  The debt service 
payments will continue and audited financial 
reports will reflect the debt annually. 
 
The Citizens’ Oversight Committee is a re-
quirement of Education Code Section 15278 
et.seq.  Under Proposition 39 (1998), school 
districts are allowed to pass a General Obli-
gation Bond with a 55% approval subject to 
provisions of oversight and tax limitations.  
Both Measures “E” and “T” were Prop 39 
bonds and subject to the specific require-
ments. 
 
The provisions of Education Code Section 
15278 et. seq. include additional specific 
duties, requirements and limitations on the 
District.  They include filing annual reports 

and building fund audits, limiting the tax rate 
to $.06 per $100 of assessed valuations and 
compliance with the “Brown Act” public 
records and notice act for all Citizens’ Over-
sight Committee meetings.  The District is 
also required to establish and adopt a list of 
projects (Exhibit A of the bond issuance reso-
lution) that the District can expend the bond 
proceeds on.  The District cannot expend the 
proceeds on items such as teacher or adminis-
trator salaries or general operating expenses. 
 
The Committee has reviewed every transac-
tion of Measure “T”.  According to the last 
certification of the Citizens’ Oversight Com-
mittee, the District expended all funds legally 
and appropriately subject to Exhibit A of the 
bond resolution of eligible projects.  This was 
confirmed and verified by the annual finan-
cial and performance audit. 

 
Recently the District submitted and was ap-
proved for a $25 million Qualified School 
Construction Bond (QSCB) through the State 
Department of Education under the federal 
ARRA stimulus program.  The program is a 
zero interest loan program which will allow 
the District to continue with the final phase, 
Phase II, of Hemet High School Expansion 
and Modernization Project allowing the Dis-
trict to complete the theater and classroom 
addition.   
 
The current tax rate for Measure “T” is 
$.05980 per $100 of assessed valuation.  The 
current tax rate for Measure “E” is $.03502 
per $100 of assessed valuation. 
 
Some noteworthy activities of Measure “T” 
since the last published Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee Report issued April, 2009 are 
included in this report.  A summary of those 
are as follows: 
 

•Completion of Phase I of Hemet High 
School Addition and Renovation Project; 
fitness/weight room, classrooms, soccer 
field and swimming pool renovation 

•Phase IA of Hemet High School Addition 
and Renovation Project is under construc-
tion including the renovation of utility ser-
vice lines, parking area and administration 

•Cottonwood School Joint Use Library and 
Classroom Project is near completion 

We are issuing this report exclusively on the 
website saving an estimated $5,000.00 in 
publishing expenses.   
 
We would like to thank Mr. Richard Beck, 
the District’s retiring Assistant Superinten-
dent of Business Services, who served the 
District for 18 years and has been the staff 
secretary to the Citizens’ Oversight Commit-
tee since inception, for his service to the Dis-
trict. 
 
We encourage you to review all Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee information, agendas, 
meetings and reports available on the Dis-
trict’s website at www.hemetusd.k12.ca.us. 
 
If you want any additional information or 
wish to make comments, please contact us 
attention our new staff secretary, Vincent 
Christakos, Assistant Superintendent of Busi-
ness Services at  
vchristakos@hemetusd.k12.ca.us. 
 
The next Citizens’ Oversight Committee 
meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2010, 
where the audit for the 2008-09 year will be 
presented by the auditors, Vavrinek, Trine, 
Day & Company, LLC, Certified Public Ac-
countants. 

                   Ronald Burke 

         Ronald Burke, Chairperson  

Letter from the Chairperson 

Ronald Burke, Chairperson � Wendy Naylor, Vice Chairperson � George Buchanan � Richard Schmitt 

� David Goffman � Kathy Bloom-Rudibaugh � Robert Righetti � Arthur Almaguer � Dale Brusewitz 



Citizens’ Oversight Committee Roles, Energy Effi-
ciency/Cost Savings and Touring Sites 
In addition to reviewing financial reports and comparing expenses to 
the adopted project lists, the Citizens’ Oversight Committee reviews 
many aspects of the building program.  This includes efficient use of 
funds, cost savings measures, energy efficiency and routinely tour-
ing projects and maximizing alternative funding sources. 
 
The Committee expects to see cost savings measures and efficient 
use of bond proceeds incorporated in all projects.  The District has 
developed an ongoing program to reuse school building plans in 
order to save money on design costs and reduce costs associated 
with “change orders” typical of newly designed schools.  Even 
though Tahquitz High School would appear to be a unique school, 
all the classroom, administrative and support facilities are basically 
duplicated from other schools previously constructed.  Other cost 
savings measures include everything from construction design to use 
of building materials to when to issue or refund bonds.  Also, the 
District incorporates energy efficient equipment and building fea-
tures and receives rebates from the utility company.   
 
The energy efficient and resource conservation activities include 
installation of efficient heating and air conditioning systems and 
central energy management controls whereby systems can be turned 
off when there is no need.  Also, the District has installed and con-
nected four schools onto reclaimed water from Eastern Municipal 
Water District (EMWD) at one-third the cost of domestic water.  
They have also installed light controlled skylights and lighting mo-
tion sensors. 
 
The District also utilizes Deferred Maintenance funds to maximize 
facility funding alternatives. 
 
The Committee has routinely toured the school building program 
projects.  Tours were held on May 15, 2008, October 17, 2008, No-
vember 4, 2008 and October 19, 2009. 
 
The tours give the Committee a better sense of what is actually being 
constructed and how the project meets the specific needs and the 
intent of the building program. 

 

School Expansion Updates 
 
Hemet High School 
The Hemet High School Expansion and Modernization Project is 
divided into three phases.  Phase I, which began in June 2008, 
consists of the swimming pool infill.  The swimming pool is a 
35x50 meter pool with a separate snack bar and office building.  
The weight room is 5,700 sq. ft. with restrooms and office space.  
The retention basin will be filled to add a regulation soccer field.  
The Phase I projects are now complete.  Phase IA is the remodel 
and addition to the administration building as well as upgrades to 
the agriculture classrooms, with funding through the CTE State 
Technology grant.  Work has commenced on Phase IA.  Phase II 
will commence in September of 2010 and will be the addition of 
a two story classroom building and theater similar in design to 
Tahquitz High School. 
 
 
Cottonwood School 
The Cottonwood Tank was completed and dedicated in August of 
2008.  The 376,000 gallon tank supplies potable water, irrigation 
and fire protection to the campus.  The library addition is nearing 
completion. 
 
 
State Approves Matching Funds for District 
 
The State School Building Program funds a portion of eligible new 
construction and modernization projects if the District meets the 
criteria and eligibility guidelines. 
 
Until recently the State funded about 40% of the eligible new con-
struction cost and 50% of modernization projects.  Due to the econ-
omy and the State’s financial woes and poor bond rating, State 
bonds have not been issued. 
 
The District received over $101 million in matching funds for Meas-
ure “E”, the 2002 General Obligation Bond, utilizing all of the Dis-
trict’s state modernization eligibly.  The District utilized new con-
struction grants for Rancho Viejo Middle School, Cottonwood 
School and Hemet High School.  Recently the State approved 
$657,000 additional funds for Cottonwood School and $490,00 for 
the Hemet High School weight room but the approvals are on an 
unfunded list awaiting a future state bond issuance. 
 
Also, the District is seeking another $16 million of State funding 
approval for Hemet High School Phase II using both modernization 
and new construction eligibility to augment remaining Measure “T” 
funds. 
 
Obtaining funding eligibility on the recent projects, Hemet High and 
Cottonwood Schools, was due to creative and persistent diligence by 
the District’s facilities department. 
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The Next Citizens’ Oversight 

Committee Meeting will be held: 

January 21, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

1791 W. Acacia Avenue 

Hemet, CA  92545 

951-765-5100 ext. 5002 
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Hemet High Administration Building 

Hemet High Phase IA Power Shop Classroom 

Cottonwood Library Front Entrance 

 

Hemet High Pool and Scoreboard 

Cottonwood Library Side View 
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Measure T Budget Summary                                             *Rounded to the nearest dollar 

Measure T Projects Status Summary               

School Site 
Budgeted Revenue 

to Date Interest 

Expended/ 
Encumbered 

To Date Balance  
Acacia Middle           4,846,876.00         4,348,345.93  498,530.07 

Bautista Creek Elementary                 1,410.00             5,804.00                7,214.00                          -    

Cottonwood - Well/Tank/Relos 2,260,880.00        100,000.00         2,340,879.62  20,000.38 

Cottonwood - Library          2,000,000.00          1,927,153.43  72,846.57 

Hamilton K-8             332,570.00             332,570.00                          -    

Hemet Elementary               31,584.00 342,400.00  373,984.00   -  

Hemet High - Stadium Classrooms          1,389,424.00          1,389,424.00                          -    

Hemet High - Weight Room/Retention Basin          3,000,000.00   2,720,000.96 279,999.04 

Hemet High - Modernization/Remodel Phase 1 & 1A 18,572,249        217,688.00  15,906,244.45 2,883,692.55 

Hemet High - Modernization/Remodel Phase 2 12,628,252  5,483,164.54 7,145,087.46 

Hemet High - Misc Projects             700,000.00   449,708.08 250,291.92 

Idyllwild 482,890.00            462,889.52  20,000.48 

Little Lake Elementary               90,056.00             6,537.00              96,593.00                          -    

Ramona Elementary                 1,200.00                551.00                1,751.00                          -    

Santa Fe Elementary               38,773.00               38,773.00                          -    

Valle Vista Elementary             60,671.00               60,671.00             -  

West Valley High          3,018,615.00         100,000.00  2,653,249.14 465,365.86 

Whittier Elementary             110,284.00           11,950.00  122,234               -  

Winchester Elementary 49,262.00              49,262.00  - 

Tahquitz High  29,289,731.00  29,279,419.82 10,311.18 

Rancho Viejo Middle 19,615,413.00  19,605,413.04 9,999.96 

Page Ranch Elementary 870,879.00  870,879.00 - 

Currie Ranch Elementary          608,981.00             608,981.00           -  

Issuance Costs          1,097,570.00             686,700.40            410,869.60  

Interest (to be disbursed)      3,373,410.00          3,373,410.00  

         

Total  $  101,097,570.00   $ 4,158,340.00   $ 89,815,504.93   $ 15,440,405.07  

Measure T Status 
Encumbrances/

Expenditures 
Status 

Tahquitz High –All Phases            29,279,420  

Construction is completed. Working on punchlist and warranty 
items. Last item is the reclaimed water connection, waiting on 
EMWD. 

Rancho Viejo Middle            19,605,413  
Construction is completed. Working on punchlist and warranty 
items.  Reclaimed water is connected.  

Hemet High Expansion & Modernization            24,559,118  

Construction on retention basin, weight room, swimming pool 
remodel complete.  Phase 1Admin under construction.  Boys base-
ball field is in design to refurbish.   

Cottonwood (K-8) Library, Water & Site Improve-
ments              4,268,033  Library under construction, scheduled completion Dec. 2008. 

Page Ranch Elementary                 870,879  Redesign at new location needed. 

Currie Ranch Elementary                  608,981  CDE site approved.  

Acacia Middle Expansion & Modernization              4,348,346  Design is in DSA awaiting comments.   

Winchester Elementary Modernization                   49,262  Plans are approved, no action is being taken. 

West Valley High               2,653,249  Boys Bating cages under construction . 


