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Marilyn Monroe: The Death of a Blonde Bombshell
“Imperfection is beauty, madness is genius and it’s better to be absolutely ridiculous than absolutely boring,” wise words once spoken from an amiable Marilyn Monroe. The stunning blonde died, leaving a legacy as one of the most recognizable movie stars and powerful cultural images in American history. Monroe was born Norma Jeana Mortenson on June 1, 1926. There is a large amount of controversy and many theories surrounding the icon’s death, but sadly, we lost the star due to own suicide. 


Marilyn Monroe was found dead in her home in Brentwood on August 5th, 1962. An empty bottle of sleeping pills was discovered nearby (Marilyn American 1?). For this reason, much of the public believes that Monroe was killed by a drug overdose. Some wonder if Monroe was attacked or murdered. This is untrue though because it was also determined that “there was no sign of violence of forced entry” (Marilyn American 1?). This piece of information discourages a lot of people from believing that the actress was murdered. A large amount of fans also believe that the icon was a victim of foul play (Norma 1?). That being said, suggestions like this are “purely speculative” (Norma 1?). Being the huge star that she was, it is no surprise that many people think Monroe died for many different reasons.


Although the death of Monroe was very unfortunate, her death did indeed aggrandize her fame (Marilyn St. 1?). Her death increased her popularity by “nearly incalculable measure” and lies as “another key to her iconic status” (Marilyn St. 1?). Even though she is dead, she is now as famous as ever. Some people thought her death was “unlikely” and “unfair” for a star as huge as her (Marilyn St. 1?). The public would have to agree, it’s unfair that someone with talent like Monroe died such an early death. Also, the gossip surrounding her death only increased the public’s need to understand who the icon really was (Marilyn St. 1?). People usually realize they want to get to know a star when it’s already too late. The actress’ death may be one of the reasons why we still talk about her today.


Perhaps the reason why the public was so disheartened by the death of the actress is because Monroe’s death was her own choice. The icon suffered with “recurrent bouts of depression throughout her career” (Marilyn American 1?). Maybe the fact that people refused to take her seriously made her depression worse. Also, Marilyn was troubled by rumors of her affairs with prominent men (Marilyn American 1?). Who would have known that all of the slander and gossip surrounding her would have made her depression even worse? To add insult to injury, “Monroe suffered a serious career setback when the Fox studio dismissed her… and then sued her for half a million dollars” (Norma 1?). The fact that Fox would do this to a star that has made the company so much money is very upsetting. People can only go through so much before they decide to end it all.


Though there are many different beliefs on how the actress died, we lost her due to an overdose on sleeping pills. Monroe’s life was never easy, and it eventually got to the point where she couldn’t take it anymore. The death and loss of a star like Marilyn Monroe is indeed very tragic, but I’m happy to say I live in a time where her blithe face continues to appear on posters, clothes, and everywhere else imaginable in the pop culture world. 
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