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Michelle Rose 

La Quinta High School
Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying six sources.
This question requires you to synthesize a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay. Synthesis refers to combing the sources and your position to form a cohesive, supported argument and accurately citing sources. Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument. Avoid merely summarizing sources.
Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction
Technology is becoming increasingly powerful and ubiquitous in our society. Almost everywhere we go, technological advancements have transformed the way we live. One of the most controversial, yet widespread examples of these technological devices is the cellular phone, many of which include a myriad of capabilities ranging from taking pictures to playing music. Although most people own a mobile phone, there are some who believe that cellular phones cause a wide range of problems that ultimately make cell phones more harmful than helpful. Proponents, on the other hand, tout cellular phones as “cutting edge” technology which advances our civilization.
Assignment

Read the following sources (including introductory information) carefully. Then, write an essay in which you develop a position on the effects of mobile phones in our society. Synthesize at least three of the sources for support. 
Source A (Briody)

Source B (Cell phone edges out alarm clock)

Source C (Text messaging abbreviations)

Source D (McCarroll)

Source E (Balter)

Source F (Cell phone laws)

Source G (Cullen)
Source A
 Briody, Dan. “The Ten Commandments of cell phone etiquette.” InfoWorld. May 26, 2000.
There comes a time in any technological revolution when some basic guidelines need to be laid down. It happened when e-mail exploded on the scene and people started to learn some basic dos and don'ts around the new medium. For example, if you copy the boss in on an e-mail message to a colleague, it means that you are through kidding around. No one teaches these things in company training; they are just things that get learned.

Well I've reached the point with cell phones where I feel the need to lay down the law. There are some real abuses of wireless technology being perpetrated all around us, and the time has come to create some social order out of the cell phone chaos. This is by no means an exhaustive list simply because as the technology evolves, new annoying traits will surely emerge. But commandments usually come in tens, so think of this as the first Ten Commandments of cell phone etiquette, with amendments to follow:

1. Thou shalt not subject defenseless others to cell phone conversations. When people cannot escape the banality of your conversation, such as on the bus, in a cab, on a grounded airplane, or at the dinner table, you should spare them. People around you should have the option of not listening. If they don't, you shouldn't be babbling.

2. Thou shalt not set thy ringer to play La Cucaracha every time thy phone rings. Or Beethoven's Fifth, or the Bee Gees, or any other annoying melody. Is it not enough that phones go off every other second? Now we have to listen to synthesized nonsense?

3. Thou shalt turn thy cell phone off during public performances. I'm not even sure this one needs to be said, but given the repeated violations of this heretofore unwritten law, I felt compelled to include it.

4. Thou shalt not wear more than two wireless devices on thy belt. This hasn't become a big problem yet. But with plenty of techno-jockeys sporting pagers and phones, Batman-esque utility belts are sure to follow. Let's nip this one in the bud.

5. Thou shalt not dial while driving. In all seriousness, this madness has to stop. There are enough people in the world who have problems mastering vehicles and phones individually. Put them together and we have a serious health hazard on our hands.

6. Thou shalt not wear thy earpiece when thou art not on thy phone. This is not unlike being on the phone and carrying on another conversation with someone who is physically in your presence. No one knows if you are here or there. Very disturbing.

7. Thou shalt not speak louder on thy cell phone than thou would on any other phone. These things have incredibly sensitive microphones, and it's gotten to the point where I can tell if someone is calling me from a cell because of the way they are talking, not how it sounds. If your signal cuts out, speaking louder won't help, unless the person is actually within earshot.

8. Thou shalt not grow too attached to thy cell phone. For obvious reasons, a dependency on constant communication is not healthy. At work, go nuts. At home, give it a rest.

9. Thou shalt not attempt to impress with thy cell phone. Not only is using a cell phone no longer impressive in any way (unless it's one of those really cool new phones with the space age design), when it is used for that reason, said user can be immediately identified as a neophyte and a poseur.

10. Thou shalt not slam thy cell phone down on a restaurant table just in case it rings. This is not the Old West, and you are not a gunslinger sitting down to a game of poker in the saloon. Could you please be a little less conspicuous? If it rings, you'll hear it just as well if it's in your coat pocket or clipped on your belt.

Well, I'm all thou-ed and thy-ed out, so there you have it: the first 10 rules of using your cell phone. Most of these seem like common sense to me, but they all get broken every day.

Source B

“Cell phone edges out alarm clock as most hated invention.” Massachusetts Institute of Technology. January 21, 2004

Nearly one in three adults say the cell phone is the invention they most hate but cannot live without, according to the eighth annual Lemelson-MIT Invention Index study.

With its score of 30 percent, the cell phone narrowly beat the alarm clock (25 percent) and television (23 percent) for the distinction in the survey, which gauges Americans' attitudes toward invention. Razors, microwaves, coffee pots, computers and vacuum cleaners were also cited as essential yet despised inventions.

While the Lemelson-MIT Invention Index found a vast majority of Americans (95 percent) believe inventions have improved the quality of life in the United States, their strong feelings toward cell phones illustrate both the benefits and unintended consequences of innovation.

"Cell phones have clearly been beneficial in terms of increasing worker productivity and connecting people with family and friends," said Merton Flemings, director of the Lemelson-MIT Program, a nonprofit organization that celebrates inventors and inventions. "However, the Invention Index results show that the benefits of an invention sometimes come with a societal cost."

The good news, Flemings added, is that invention is cumulative. "Side effects or limitations of an invention create new opportunities for further innovations," he said.

In the case of the cell phone, MIT Media Lab researchers Chris Schmandt and Stefan Marti recognized an opportunity to solve the societal problems by making mobile communication devices socially intelligent.

"Most people dislike cell phones because they either feel tethered to them or they are annoyed by others who use them in inappropriate public places, such as restaurants or movie theaters," Marti said. "We are exploring ways to give these devices human-style social intelligence, which means that they would know what we as owners expect them to do--and especially what not to do--without our having to tell them explicitly every time."

Inventions Make Life Easier or More Difficult?
In addition to cell phones, the Lemelson-MIT Invention Index also looked at the impact of popular inventions such as e-mail, voicemail, and credit and debit cards.

Teens overwhelmingly believed e-mail (81 percent) and voicemail (71 percent) make life simpler. Adults agreed to a lesser extent; roughly three out of five said e-mail (59 percent) and voicemail (58 percent) have made life easier.

Interestingly, teens have mixed reactions about credit and debit cards. Only 32 percent said they make life easier, while 26 percent said they make life more difficult and 39 percent felt they make life both simpler and more difficult. Half of the adults surveyed said the benefits of credit and debit cards outweigh any disadvantages.

Source C

“Text Messaging Abbreviations: A Guide to Understanding Online Chat Acronyms & Smiley Faces.” Webopedia. July 27, 2007.

	Abbreviation
	Meaning

	 L

	l33t
	Leet, meaning 'elite'

	L8R
	Later

	L8RG8R
	Later, gator

	LD
	Later, dude / Long distance

	LEMENO
	Let me know

	LERK
	Leaving easy reach of keyboard

	LGH
	Lets get high

	LHM
	Lord help me

	LHO
	Laughing head off

	LMAO
	Laughing my a** off

	LMBO
	Laughing my butt off

	LMIRL
	Lets meet in real life

	LMK
	Let me know

	LOL
	Laughing out loud

	LOL
	Laughing out loud

	LSHMBH
	Laugh so hard my belly hurts

	LTNS
	Long time no see

	LTS
	Laughing to self

	LQTM
	Laughing quietly to myself

	LY
	Love ya 

	LYLAS
	Love you like a sis
 


Smiley Faces -  Showing Emotions In Text Chat
A 'smiley face', often called a smiley or emoticon, is used in text communications to convey an emotion with a text message. Smiley faces are used in the same way that a person's voice changes or how facial expressions are used in face-to-face conversation. For example, if you were joking with someone and send a text message saying "GAL (get a life)" the person receiving your message may think you are making a rude comment to them. If you send the same message with a "happy smiley" : ) following the text, the person would then understand you were "smiling" - or joking around when you said that. Showing emotions through characters in text messaging helps the receiver correctly interpret your intent and meaning. 
To create a smiley face you use your standard keyboard characters and punctuation marks in sequences that look like facial expressions might. When viewing text smiley faces, they are all sideways. Here are some basics to get you started in understanding what the faces are:
The close bracket represents a sideways smile   )
Add in the colon and you have sideways eyes   :
Put them together to make a smiley face  :)
Use the dash  -   to add a nose   :-)
Change the colon to a semi-colon ; and you have a winking face ;)  with a nose  ;-)
Put a zero 0 (halo) on top and now you have a winking, smiling angel 0;) with a nose 0;-)
Use the letter 8 in place of the colon for sunglasses  8-)
Source D
McCarroll, Christina. “Teens ready to prove text-messaging skills can score SAT points.” The Christian Science Monitor. March 11, 2005.
 

	 


	Though plenty of adults grumble about e-mail and instant-messaging (IM), and the text messages that send adolescent thumbs dancing across cellphone keypads, many experts insist that teenage composition is as strong as ever - and that the proliferation of writing, in all its harried, hasty forms, has actually created a generation more adept with the written word.

"People are so intent on seeing contemporary popular culture as bad, as lesser, that they can't sort out certain ways in which young people today, because of the Internet revolution, are better at what we used to do," says Al Filreis, director of the Center for Programs in Contemporary Writing at the University of Pennsylvania, who deals with high school writers as well as college students. In the past 20 years, he's seen "the quality of student writing at the high school level [go] way up, and this is explained by the fact that they do more writing than they ever did."

As for the much-maligned lexicon of IM - "r u there?" and "wuzup?" - teens insist they haven't forgotten formal English, and are undaunted by transitioning between the two. E-mail "has made us definitely way more comfortable about writing, because we're doing it every day," says Myles McReynolds, a junior at Mullen High School in Denver, who's taking the SAT Saturday. Reliance on the cipher of IM, he says, "is just to shorten stuff up. It's not like we're doing it in real life."

But not everyone is so sure about teens' competence in "real life" English. Though online reading may be thriving, the amount of reading that students do in preparation for college is sinking, says John Briggs, an English professor at the University of California, Riverside. Online writing may cultivate informal use of language, he continues, but that doesn't increase kids' access to the more formal register of literature and academic prose.

"Americans have always been informal, but now the informality of precollege culture is so ubiquitous that many students have no practice in using language in any formal setting at all," he says. The remedy is "to restore the family dinner table to the teaching of writing - that setting which can be a very rich semiformal setting for the exchange of ideas," he says.

Yet if writing has become less formal, it may correspond more closely with adolescents' worlds: "The experience of writing has to be authentic," says Steve Peha, president of the education consulting company Teaching That Makes Sense Inc., in Chapel Hill, N.C. Still, the new SAT would make him nervous. "Sitting there with the test booklet, pencil in hand, and with 25 minutes to write a fairly cogent essay on an unusual conceptual topic is pretty daunting. I'd be nervous-and I write for a living."


	

	


Source E

Balter, Joni. “Thumbs down to text messaging.” The Seattle Times. June 11, 2007. 
A recent ad for a cellphone company speaks volumes about the schism between phone companies and parents of teenagers. Parents need not worry about the high cost of text messaging. No, never. The best plan is unlimited — the companies' favorite word — as in, unlimited text messaging!.

Are these people completely insane?

For many people, the issue is not the cost, though that, too, can be prohibitive. The more glaring problem is all the time spent, the incessant interruptions and sleep deprivation.

Text messaging is a new crunch point between parents, teens and tweens, because the younger set loves the discreet, nonstop communication where every small thought, including "Hey" and " 'Sup," is shared instantaneously.

I'm all for new ways of communicating, though this mode has a certain anonymous, no-face-time quality to it. Phone manners are neither learned nor necessary. Good grammar and spelling r 2 b 4 gotten.
And if teens can yammer all night via text, making them sleep-deprived zombies, the advertisements suggest, parents can surely be comforted knowing they don't have to worry about spending too much on text messages.

Text messaging has obvious benefits. A parent can cattle-prod little Joey via a phone set to vibrate to hand in his money for a school trip without disrupting the precious little prince in class. Another teen can announce he or she landed safely after a first drive to a new destination, or quietly, without friends knowing, request a few extra minutes past curfew.

But you've seen the teens and tweens, the possessed souls sitting next to their friends on the couch, texting away, not even looking at the friends whom they are sitting beside. "Be Here Now" becomes more, ''Well, I am here, now, but, hopefully, I can go, via text, somewhere else, somewhere, somehow better."

Text messaging is the enemy of a well-rested student, especially if the phone is kept in the teen's or tween's room at night. A friend's excitability or insomnia is shared over and over again. The result is a classroom of kids who missed another night of sleep.

School districts can't do anything about home rules but they can attempt to manage the school day

The Federal Way School Board, for example, wants to streamline and simplify policies for elementary, middle- and high-school students. They are considering a policy that says no electronic devices during the school day, with possible exceptions for high-school teachers allowing iPods in certain classes.

At the risk of sounding like Miss Manners, text messaging promotes rudeness. Parent and teen are driving somewhere, or two teens are driving somewhere, and in either case, one is sending and receiving a couple thousand text messages. Because they can.

Teens do this all day — what? ... to look busy and important. The thoughts being shared could be big important ones, like, "Love ya," or "Meet u @ mall," but more often are a reaction to something. There's the familiar "LOL" or "Laugh Out Loud," followed by "Ur funny," spelled so badly no one will ever really remember how to differentiate between "You're" or "Your" anything.

A generation facing the highest academic expectations in history is spending too much time writing and speaking mangled English.

How is a teen or middle-school student supposed to have a meaningful reading hour or two with a good book, if the blasted text is going off at all times?

At some houses, those led by text-savvy parents, the cellphone, with all its mad texting and picture-sending capabilities, sits on a charger at night some distance from the teen lair.

That way, at least, a young person can actually fall asleep, blissfully unaware that some friend is, well, having another thought.

The Washington Legislature this year addressed the most glaring text-safety issue, making DWT, or driving while texting, a ticket-able offense. Starting next January, a law-enforcement officer can pull a motorist over for texting and driving if he or she is committing another offense. The ticket is expensive, $112 or more. The State Patrol is particularly interested in such behavior among younger, less-experienced drivers.

As always, cell companies and teens are about 10 steps ahead of parents on this new technology. But the technology cuts both ways. Parents can find some empowerment on the cellphone bill. If a teen or tween is going text crazy, the parent can always push back and, horrors, take the text out.

Source F

“Cell Phone Laws.” Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Highway Loss Data Institute. August 2007
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	-
· Five states (California, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Washington) and the District of Columbia have enacted a jurisdiction-wide ban on driving while talking on a handheld cellular phone. Washington state has also enacted a jurisdiction-wide ban on text messaging while driving. 

· Six states (Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Mexico, Ohio, and Pennsylvania) allow localities to ban cell phone use. Localities that have enacted restrictions on cell phone use include: Chicago, IL; Brookline, MA; Detroit, MI; Santa Fe, NM; Brooklyn, North Olmstead and Walton Hills, OH; and Conshohocken, Lebanon and West Conshohocken, PA. 

· Eight states (Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Utah) prohibit localities from banning cell phone use. 

· Fourteen states (Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Texas) and DC prohibit the use of all cellular phones while driving a school bus. 

· Sixteen states (Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia) and DC restrict the use of cellular phones by young drivers. 

· All but eight states with cell phone bans have primary enforcement laws. New Jersey's ban is a secondary enforcement law for everyone except school bus drivers and learner's permit and intermediate license holders. Colorado, Maryland, Nebraska, Oregon, Virginia, Washington, and West Virginia have secondary enforcement laws. Secondary enforcement laws may only be enforced when a driver has been stopped for another infraction. Utah's law defines careless driving as committing a moving violation (other than speeding) while distracted by use of a hand held cell phone or other activities not related to driving. 

State
Cell phone restrictions
Hand-held Ban
All cell phone ban
Alabama

no

no

Alaska

no

no

Arizona

no

School bus drivers

Arkansas

no

School bus drivers

California

yes (eff. 7/1/08)

School and transit bus drivers

Colorado

no

Learner's permit holders

Connecticut

yes (eff. 10/1/05)

Learner's permit holders, drivers younger than 18, and school bus drivers (eff. 10/1/05)

Delaware

no

School bus drivers and learner's permit and intermediate license holders

District of Columbia

yes

School bus drivers and learner's permit holders

Florida

no

no

 
State
Cell phone restrictions
Hand-held Ban
All cell phone ban
Georgia

no

School bus drivers

Hawaii

no

no

Idaho

no

no

Illinois

By jurisdiction

Learner's permit holders, drivers younger than 18, and school bus drivers

Indiana

no

no

Iowa

no

no

Kansas

no

no

Kentucky

no

School bus drivers (eff. 6/25/07) 

Louisiana

no

no

Maine

no

Learner's permit and intermediate license holders

 

State
Cell phone restrictions
Hand-held Ban
All cell phone ban
Maryland

no 

Learner's permit and intermediate license holders

Massachusetts

By jurisdiction

School bus drivers

Michigan

By jurisdiction

no

Minnesota

no

Learner's permit holders and provisional license holders during the first 12 months after licensing (eff. 1/1/2006)

Mississippi

no

no

Missouri

no

no

Montana

no

no

Nebraska

no

Learner’s permit and intermediate license holders younger than 18 may not use a cell phone or other wireless communication device (eff. 1/1/08) 

Nevada

no

no

New Hampshire

no

no

 

State
Cell phone restrictions
Hand-held Ban
All cell phone ban
New Jersey

yes

School bus drivers and learner's permit and intermediate license holders

New Mexico

By jurisdiction

no

New York

yes

no

North Carolina

no

Drivers younger than 18 (eff. 12/1/06)
School bus drivers (eff. 12/1/07) 

North Dakota

no

no

Ohio

By jurisdiction

no

Oklahoma

no

no

Oregon

no

Learner's permit and intermediate license holders (eff. 1/1/08)

Pennsylvania

By jurisdiction

no 

Rhode Island

no

School bus drivers and drivers younger than 18

 

State
Cell phone restrictions
Hand-held Ban
All cell phone ban
South Carolina

no

no 

South Dakota

no

no

Tennessee

no

School bus drivers and learner's permit and intermediate license holders

Texas

no

Bus drivers when a passenger 17 and younger is present; intermediate license holders for first six months 

Utah

yes (eff. 4/30/07)

no 

Vermont

no

no

Virginia

no

Intermediate license holders (eff. 7/1/07)

Washington

yes (eff. 07/01/08)
text messaging prohibited (eff. 01/01/08)

no

West Virginia

no

Learner's permit and intermediate license holders (eff. 6/9/06)

Wisconsin

no

no

Wyoming

no

no




Source G (graphic)

Cullen, Lisa Takeuchi and Joe Zeff Design Inc. “Behold iPhone 2.0”[image: image4.png]
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