Chicano Literature
What is a Chicano?  Have you heard the term used before?

Chicano means la raza, the race.  A Chicano is usually defined as a Mexican-American; in other words, a person born in the United States who is of Mexican descent. While Chicano is a term of pride for many Mexican Americans, it remains a word with strong political associations. Since these politics are not necessarily espoused by all Mexican Americans, and since usage and acceptance of this word can vary from one region to another, an outsider who is unfamiliar with his or her audience may do well to use Mexican American instead. 
The literary and political movements of the 1960s and 1970s among Mexican Americans established Chicano as a term of ethnic pride, and it is properly written today with a capital. Chicano literature is often about the struggle to escape from the social class or from the barrio.  The Chicano literary movement grew out of the farm workers’ strikes in California in the 1960s, led by Cesar Chavez.  The literature was originally written in response to the strikes with the goal of making people aware of the condition of the poor farm workers.  Today’s Latino writers who say they grew up Chicano usually mean they grew up poor in a depressed area anywhere in America, not just in California, New Mexico, or Texas.
One branch of Chicano literature derives from the myths and folklore of the people.  This is the type written by Rudolfo Anaya, a longtime Chicano author and the inspiration for many other later ones, such as Sandra Cisneros.  Anaya’s childhood was similar to that of our novel’s main character.  He overcame his poverty, received advanced college degrees, and became a college professor in Albuquerque, New Mexico, not far from where he grew up.  Bless Me, Ultima utilizes his childhood landscape and the people of his area.
The fame of this novel spread mainly by word of mouth until it became the most widely-read novel by a Hispanic in the United States.

Comprehension Questions:  Answer in complete sentences.  You do not need to rewrite the question.

1. What does Chicano mean?

2. What strong associations does the word Chicano have?

3. What is Chicano literature often about?

4. Who led the farm workers’ strikes in California in the 1960s?

5. What do today’s Latino writers mean when they say they “grew up Chicano”?

6. Where does Chicano literature derive from?

7. Name another famous Latino writer.

8. Who is Anaya’s childhood similar to?  Be specific by giving an actual name.
9. How did Anaya overcome his poverty?

10. How did the fame of this novel spread?

