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Valentines Day is not only for 
couples, it’s all about friendships 

and relationships!  Many people shy away 
from Valentines Day and say they don’t 
have a significant other, but that does not 
have to be the case.  Share your love and 
feelings with someone.  Romance of a 
lifetime could just start with the simple 
word of “Hello”!
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Spread the Love!
By Madison Loomis

Growing up as kids Valentines Day used to be a big 
deal. We would buy tons of candy, little trinket 

gifts, and would spread the love towards 
everyone. Just because we are older does 
that mean we have to, once again, leave 
out the “soft and fluffy” things? 

I understand we are supposed to 
be more mature, but isn’t the real 

mature thing to do is give? We constantly 
grow up with the sayings of “Only a life lived for others is 
a life worthwhile.”(Albert Einstein) Yes, you are probably 
thinking,  “We do give, to whom we want to.” Now, I 
understand Valentines Day is on a Saturday this year, but it 
doesn’t mean we can’t start early. 

So spread the love this year! Take things back to 
when we were in Elementary School and make it 

a big deal. Enjoy your Valentines Day, and hopefully you 
can make someone’s even better. Hope you all enjoy a 
wonderful Valentines Day.

Wacky Valentine Facts
By Shayla Evans

February 14th is celebrated in many countries around 
the globe, as Saint Valentine’s Day, however it isn’t 

a holiday in most of them. Several stories were invented 
for the different versions 
of how Valentine’s Day 
started. A popular account 
tells of Saint Valentine 
of Rome who was 
imprisoned for performing 
weddings for soldiers who 
weren’t allowed to marry. 
According to this myth, 
he healed the daughter of 

his jailer, Asterius, during his imprisonment. Before his 
execution he supposedly wrote her a letter signed “Your 
Valentine” as a farewell. That must have been quite the 
note to read…

In the 15th century, Great Britain began the tradition of 
exchanging greeting cards with lovers. The Greeting 

Card Association says 145 million will be bought this year. 
According to other market research, sales on Valentine’s 
Day reached $17.6 billion last year, and are expected to 
total $18.6 billion this year. The commercialization seems 
to have spoiled the day for many. But it’s interesting to hear 
the old history behind the holiday. 

The Roman festival Lupercalia was celebrated 
February 13th through the 15th to prevent evil 

spirits and purify the city. The men would sacrifice a goat 
and a dog, then they would whip young women with the 
hides of the animals they’d just killed. Young women 
believed this would make them fertile, and would line up 
for the men to hit them. This included the spring cleaning 
ritual Februa, which gives the month of February its name. 

There’s also the history behind the cute little baby 
child with wings...Cupid. It started with the Greeks, 

about 3000 years ago, they called him Eros. He was so 
handsome that Gods and humans would fall for him. He 
had two arrows, a gold one for love, and a lead one for 
hate which he would cause chaos with. In one story he 
shot the sun God, Apollo with a gold arrow, and Daphne, 
a nymph, with a lead one so they would never be together. 
The Romans first actually started calling him by the name 
we know as “Cupid”. They would paint infant angels, 
called Putti, during the Renaissance. When people started 
sending Valentine’s, the image of the baby with the bow 
and arrows stuck around. Today he is known as an icon for 
how unpredictable love can be. 

On February 14th, 1876 Alexander Graham Bell applied 
for his patent for the telephone. And now, through the 

use of modern technology, people all over the world can 

call up their loved ones to express their feelings. The thing 
about Valentine’s Day is everyone’s made it so that it’s 
a day for lovers only, and if you’re single you’re left out 
of everything. This is not the case! Tell your friends and 
family how much you love and appreciate them this year. 
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By Madison Loomis

February 2, 2015 was the one and only Groundhog 
Day! According to folklore, if it is cloudy when 

a groundhog emerges from its burrow on this day, then 
spring will come early; if it is sunny, the groundhog will 
supposedly see its shadow and go back into its burrow, 
and the winter weather will persist for six more weeks.

So, where did this holiday originate? The celebration, 
which began as a Pennsylvania German custom in 

southeastern and central Pennsylvania in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, has its origins in ancient European weather lore. 

About 40,000 people gather in celebration of this 
holiday at one big festival. Food, 

ceremonies, skits/ plays, speeches, etc., 
are all provided for entertainment and 
honor of this special day. The prediction 
of spring has always been an annual 
holiday and even though we don’t get 
it off school, doesn’t mean we can’t 
celebrate! There is a famous Scottish 
poem: 

“If Candlemas Day is bright and clear, 
 There will be two winters in the year.
If Candlemas be fair and bright, 
	 Winter	has	another	flight.
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, 
 Winter will not come again.”

Top 10 Love Songs of All Time 
By Ruth Gonzalez

It’s the month of February and love is in the air. For 
some it’s a beautiful time of the year, and take a deep 

breath of love, and for some of us we simply try to hold 
our breath as long as we can. Whatever your case may be 
you can’t escape hearing love songs on the radio at this 
time of year. This is only my small list of the top 10 love 
songs of all time. 

10. “Love Song” –The Cure
Throwing it back to 1989, this moody, nostalgic 
sad tune was released by The Cure and peaked at 
#2 on the billboard Hot 100 charts.

9. “Can’t Help But Falling in Love” -Elvis Presley 
             Surely we couldn’t leave Elvis out 
of this amazing list, because this ballad is 
a classic. Famous for featuring in Presley’s 
movie “Blue Hawaii” this song quickly 
reached popularity among his fans and 
became an anthem of love for many people. 

8. “When a Man Loves a Woman” – Percy Sledge 
             This song has been covered and re-recorded by 
many various artists hundreds of times, but simply cannot 
compare to Sledge’s original, beautiful ballad. 

7. “My Heart Will Go On” – Celine Dion 
 OBVIOUSLY. Hello, this song isn’t just any love 
song it’s the song that featured in one of my most favorite 
movies of all time Titanic! This song created feelings of 
everlasting love that will never die, (well, except when 
Rose let go of Jack) and this song is another amazing 
classic. 

6. “Love Story” –Taylor Swift 
 It’s no surprise that Taylor wrote this song based 
on a guy she was dating, (when doesn’t she?!) inspiring 
her to base the song on the most famous “Love Story” of 
all, “Romeo and Juliet”, but this time with a happy ending. 

5. “She Loves You” – The Beatles 
 This awesome song peaked at #1 for 2 weeks in 
1964, with their chorus of “She loves you, yeah, yeah, 
yeah”.  Nothing can be more 
romantic than a “Beatles “song. 

4.  “I Will Always Love You “– 
Whitney Houston 

 This is the song that you probably have heard 
hundreds of times but don’t realize how great it really 
is until you actually listen to the captivating lyrics.  We 
all know this song became popular from the movie, The 
Bodyguard. 

3.  “There is a Light That Never Goes Out” – The Smiths 
 “There is a Light That Never Goes Out” is on their 
third album, The Queen Is Dead, which came out in 1986. 
This song is simply genius; I’d say this song is arguably 
their greatest love song ever. 

2. “Say Yes”- Elliot Smith 
 Here, Smith captures part of the essence of love 
that injects you with vitality and life for the world.

1. “ My Heart is an Apple” – Arcade Fire
This is personally my favorite song ever, it’s slow, 
heartfelt lyrics, is what truly makes this song so 
special! Go give it a listen if you haven’t yet!
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and Salutatorian
By Shayla Evans

For the last three years here at Hemet High, the 
graduating senior class has had two boys as both 

the valedictorian and salutatorian. So you got this idea in 
your head that it seemed to always be boys that got it, but 
that isn’t the case at all. This year broke up that tradition! 
Danielle Simmons is the valedictorian, and Alena Dinh is 
the salutatorian for the graduating class of 2015. 

Both girls have attended all four years here at Hemet 
High, taking many AP classes, and getting involved 

in sports and other activities.  
Danielle has played volleyball 
since sixth grade and has played for 
varsity for two years. Her schedule 
is a rigorous display of how 
dedicated she is to her education.  
Her AP classes include Calculus, Art 
History, Macroeconomics, English, 
and Computer Science. 

Alena played on the Girl’s Tennis team, and was 
involved with after school theatre her sophomore 

year. Her schedule is also incredibly demanding and 
includes AP French, English, Calculus, Computer Science, 
Macroeconomics, and Physics. On top 
of ALL that, she is on the Academic 
Decathlon team and has started 
competitions against other schools. 

Did you think you’d make it to 
the top of your class? 

“No I honestly didn’t. The idea 
had always seemed to be an 

impossible dream.” (Danielle) 

“I wasn’t expecting it at all. I always thought that 
there were other people who were working harder 

for it, or more deserving, and as a result I was content 
with where I was. Getting the honor of salutatorian was a 
pleasant surprise, haha!”  (Alena)

How does it feel to be the first pair of girls that got it 
since 2008? 

“Amazing! Happy to rub it in to all the guys. :)”  
(Danielle)

“GIRL POWER!! I’m so happy that Danielle and I 
could represent girls so strongly this year! Many 

people have actually told me that they look forward to 
graduating with two girls as the top of the class. It’s time to 
shake up the pattern a little. Boys can’t have all the awards.”  
(Alena) 

What advice can you give to future seniors and your 
classmates? 

“Umm…work hard in school and in life, always. 
And remember, things will get better after high 

school.”  (Danielle) 

“I’d have to say learn how to balance your time? 
It’s something that is vital, but which I have yet to 

learn. As a result, I procrastinate too much, and sleep too 
little. If you can learn how to manage your time wisely in 
high school, it will help you for all your life.” (Alena)

How to Make a Hand Stitched 
Valentine’s Day Card

By Ruth Gonzalez

Materials:
*Construction Paper in shades of pink, red, white, and 
cream
*Waxed twine
*Scissors
*1 ½ inch heart craft punch (optional)
*Pencil
*Embroidery needle
*Double sided tape

STEPS:

Step 1: Fold a piece of construction paper into a card 
(our card is a 5 1/2-inch square), or use a blank pre-

made card. Using scissors or a heart craft punch, cut six 
same-size, 1 1/2-inch-tall heart shapes from construction 
paper in different colors (if using scissors, use one heart 
as a template to trace the remaining five). Fold hearts in 
half lengthwise, creating creases down their centers.

Step 2: Cut two 2-by-4 1/2-inch paper rectangles. 
Use a small piece of double-

sided tape to affix each rectangle 
horizontally to the front of the 
card (as shown). Make two pencil 
marks on each heart’s center crease, 
1/2 inch apart; use a micro hole 
punch or an embroidery needle 
to make a hole at each mark.

Step 3: Affix three hearts to each 
rectangle on the card, overlapping the hearts slightly (as 

shown). Poke the needle through the holes in each heart 
and through the front of the card. Cut a 3 1/2-inch length of 
waxed twine, and thread it through the holes of one heart so 
that a single stitch shows on the outside and the loose ends 
are inside. Pull loose ends of twine until the stitch is taut, 
and tie in a knot. Trim ends. Repeat with remaining hearts.

Source: marthastewart.com
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By Madison Loomis

We all know the month of February is full of sweets, gifts, 
and if I dare say it, love is in the air. The key word 

“chocolate” comes to mind when we think of Valentine’s Day, 
as well as the United States whose massive hunger for anything 
related to the holiday. West Africa is the main distributor for 
our cocoa here in the U.S. and has caught themselves in a 
crisis by not being able to produce enough cocoa. 

The Ebola outbreak was obviously 
a huge factor to this shortage, but 

what if I told you it’s us Americans that 
are the problem. We are consuming too 
much than the plant and farmers can 
produce. Now, dry weather in West 
Africa is decreasing the production rate as well, but we can’t 
control that. We can control our intake though! “Last year, 
the world ate roughly 70,000 metric tons more cocoa than it 
produced, depleting it’s reserves tremendously. By 2020, the 
two chocolate-makers warn that the number could swell to 1 
million metric tons, a more than 14-fold increase; by 2030, 
they	 think	 the	 deficit	 could	 reach	 2	 million	 metric	 tons.”	
Wonkblog says.

This Valentines Day we may not have to rationalize our 
chocolate, but the next couple years are going to give us 

a wide awakening if we aren’t aware of this issue. Controlling 
an issue early is always the best route. So, lets keep our famous 
sweet treat alive and only buy what we need.

$1.2 Million Raised for Brownsville Students’ 
Trip to Harvard

By Nicole Vorisek

“Humans of New York”, a photo blog ran by Brandon 
Stanton helped raise $1.2 million for students at Mott 

Hall Bridges Academy in Brownsville, which is a city well 
known for its 
high crime rates. 
P h o t o g r a p h e r 
Brandon Stanton 
met Vidal 
Chastanet, a 13 
year old boy who 
attends Mott 
Hall Bridges 
Academy; and he asked Vidal who has inspired him most 
in his life. His principal, Nadia Lopez was the answer. 

“When we get in trouble, she doesn’t suspend us, she calls 
us to her office and explains to us how society was built 

down around us. And she tells us that each time somebody 
fails out of school, a new jail cell gets built. And one time 

she made every 
student stand 
up, one at a 
time, and she 
told each one 
of us that we 
matter.” 

Vi d a l ’ s 
a n s w e r 

tug at the hearts 
of many viewers of the blog, where Stanton then made a 
fund raiser on Indiegogo to help  Mrs. Lopez reach one 
of her goals: to take the incoming sixth-grade class on a 
tour of Harvard University. 
She wanted to show her 
students that there was 
more to their life than 
Brownsville, and that they 
didn’t have to be stuck 
there forever. That they 
could make a change, as 
only 32% of Brownsville 
residents are high-school 
graduates. 

The fund raiser then reached $1.2 million, which was 
way over the $100,000 goal. The extra money is going 

towards a summer program, scholarship funds, and the 
Harvard trips. Vidal and Nadia Lopez were recently invited 
to the White House, to meet the president. 

Valentine’s Day 
By Hanna Reitz

When you hear someone say Valentines, you typically think 
of couples, romance, flowers and chocolate. For singles, it’s 
the day you dread going to school or possibly even work, 
because you get to see all the couples of the world flaunting 
their love with gifts and roses right in front of your face. So 
you go through your day, get sad or depressed and think about 
how lonely you are. STOP DOING THAT.

Get out and do something! You don’t have to be in a 
relationship to celebrate Valentines Day. Valentines Day 

is about sharing the love with everyone. This can mean your 
friends, family, or anyone in your life that means something 
to you. Go out and have a fun time! Go see a movie with your 
friends or stay in for the night and rent a movie and order a 
pizza. Have a family game night with the folks. Go bowling or 
take your dog on a jog or even someone else’s dog. Perhaps go 
fishing in your neighborhood pond. If you’re the super crazy 
and daring type, go sky diving and when you land, give some 
random person a bouquet of flowers to make their day special. 

Whatever it is make this year a good one. Do what makes 
you happy and have a good time! 
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By The Staff

On a beautiful Saturday evening, with the sun setting 
in the west, the blue sky punctuated by billowing 

white clouds and the green hillsides from the gentle rains 
that fell, the 2015 Military Ball was held at the Saboba 
Country Club on 
January 31, from 6 
p.m. till 11:30 p.m.  
The evening was 
formal and social, 
as cadets in uniform 
and ladies in their 
gowns, along with 
their dates and family 
celebrated a semester of learning, growing, promotions, and 
a night out with friends, all while being entertained by the 
music of Mr. Boulton and the Hemet High School Jazz Band.

The evening began with a social hour where cadets 
talked,	 laughed,	 shared	many	 selfies	 and	mingled	

with one another.  The formal program began with the 
presentation of colors and they playing of the national 
anthem.  The benediction followed and was give by Captain 
Randee Huffman.  Cadets were then asked to charge their 

g l a s s e s 
by 2nd Lt 
D a h l i a 
S e r r a t o 
a n d 
p r e s e n t 
a toast 
to many 
dignitaries 
a n d 

commanders including the President, Defense 
Secretary, and others as the students read the 
toast, and then sipped from their glasses.  

Chief Master Sergeant Valentine came forward 
to pay tribute to our Prisoners of War (POW) 

and those missing in action (MIA).  A small table was 
set front and center.  The setting included hats, which 
represented	 each	 of	 the	 five	 branches	 of	 our	 United	
States Military.  The table was set aside as a reminder of 
those who fought in defense of our country, so that we 
could enjoy the freedom and privileges we have today.

Cadet Colonel Jordan Randall introduced Lt Colonel 
Harrison who then spoke and welcomed the guest 

for the evening and giving thanks.  Then it was time for 
dinner of tri-tip beef and chicken with rice and vegetables 
as the tables were dismissed to begin their dinner portion 
of the evening.  With food on the table, the music of the 
Jazz Band playing, and great conversations with friends 

and family, this was a night to remember for 
everyone, especially the seniors who have 
been with this program throughout high school.  This night 
represented a culmination of all their had work and efforts.

After dinner, recognition was give out for Cadets of the 
Semester:

Airman Mason Forqueran
Airman Gabriel Valenzuela

Airman Shaunee King
SSgt Anthony Howard

1st Lt Cole Baca-Akkerman
Major Randee Huffman

Promotions were awarded to . . .
1st Lieutenant - Makayla Sandoval

1st Lieutenant - Cole Baca-Akkerman
Major - Christopher Petersen

Major - Randee Huffman

Flight Awards were earned by:
Academics - Charlie Flight

Drill - Echo Flight
Service Projects - Alpha Flight

Inspections - Charlie Flight
Outstanding Flight - Charlie Flight

Then came the crowing of the Royal Court for 
the evening.  There were two freshmen classes 

and the prince’s were Anthony Kifer and Alejandro 
Gutierrez and princesses were Alicaia Meendoza and 
Destiny Lopez.   For the 
sophomores, the prince was 
Austin Kenddrick and 
the princess was Kaytlin 
Barr junior prince was 
Hunter Cobb and MeKayla 
Sandoval was princess.  
Then the King and Queen 
of the court were announced 
as Queen Victoria Zazucta 
and King Chris Peterson.  
After all of the photos 
had been taken, the Royal 
Court took to the dance 
floor	 for	 the	 first	 dance	 of	
the evening.  Soon after all the congratulations were 
given, the dancing took over as the night trailed off 
with more great memories being made each moment.

Too soon it was time to leave this night behind 
and continue with the lives we each lead, 

always remembering what we are doing and whom 
we are serving as representatives of AFJrROTC.
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Hemet High School is proud to 
announce the selection of our new 

Head Football Coach.  Please join me in 
welcoming Jason Thornburg.

Jason has served as head coach and 
assistant coach at West Valley High 

School.  Currently, he is the strength and 
conditioning coach.  He is a long-time 
Hemet resident and his children have 
attended or currently attend our school.

Coach Thornburg came on campus on 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 during 

6th period and after school to 
meet students, parents, and staff.  
He was greeted with open arms 
and handshakes from students, 
staff, and the community.  

There is no timetable yet as 
to when he will be at Hemet 

High full time but is continuing 
to work with the football 

program in the afternoons, setting up his coaching staff, meeting 
with parents, players and the community, getting to know the 
staff and setting up meeting times for approaching coaching 
deadlines.

Currently, the best way to get in touch with Mr. Thornburg 
is through email at jthornburg@hemetusd.org.

Spring Sports:  Baseball, Softball, Track and Field, 
Swim, Boys Golf, Boys Tennis, Boys Volleyball.

Every so often, Hemet High produces athletes that 
continue their athletic career at the collegiate 

level.  This year was no different, especially on the girls 
soccer	 field.	 	 Four	 girls	 signed	 their	National	 Letters	Of	
Intent (NLI) to attend and play college soccer next year.  
The girls are: 

Standout senior Lauren Bridge signed to play at 
College of Idaho in Caldwell, Idaho.

Three time league MVP Nola Prickett will travel to 
McNeese State in Louisiana.

Defensive sweeper Maddie Denbaugh will head 
down the coast to Point Loma.

A four year varsity starter at Hemet High, Krisa 
Haddock is headed to the Kansas State University.

Congratulations 
to these four.  
Remember, 

Once a Bulldog, 
Always a Bulldog!



The Battle for Net Neutrality
By Nicole Vorisek

Cable companies suck. They’re expensive and they 
give you lame service. Companies such as Comcast, 

Verizon, AT&T, and Time Warner Cable 
are currently attacking the internet by 
trying to charge websites arbitrary fees 
and slow (to a crawl) any sites that won’t 
pay up.

In other words, these companies are 
trying to break the key principles of the Internet we love 

by creating what they have so misleadingly put forward 
as “fast-lanes”, essentially creating a paid for service that 
would give users access to a much faster internet and 
browsing speeds.

Team Internet however, believes in free and open 
Internet for all- no slow lanes that websites can not pay 

for. All ISP’s (Internet Service Providers) and governments 
should treat all the data on the internet equally. “No one 
expected us to set up camp outside the FCC offices for 10 
days. And, when we created the Internet Slowdown protest 
and made the spinning wheel of death the iconic emblem 
of Cable’s plans, and with our partners, helped drive a 
historic 4 million comments, we created the turning point 
for net neutrality that changed everything.” - Tiffiny Cheng, 
from FFTF (Fight For the Future). It will all come down to 
February 26th, when the FCC votes on their rules. Will you 
stand for net neutrality?

Spring Sports Coming Up
By Hanna Reitz

With winter sports now coming to an end, the spring 
sports season is getting ready to kick it in gear. Boys 

golf season is here as they’ve started practicing to get ready 
for their first tournament, which is March 2nd at MLK. 
Also boys’ baseball, and boys’ volleyball will be starting 
pretty soon. The boys’ baseball team has been working 
hard practicing all year waiting for their turn to shine. 
They have had several pre-season games already and their 
season looks very promising this year. If you’re interested 
in playing boys volleyball this spring season make sure 
to come out and try it. You wont regret it! Girls softball 
is about to start as well, and as you have probably heard 
Hemet High has an outstanding as well as winning softball 
program and they have also gone to CIF many times in the 
last few years. Good luck again this year girls, lets work 
hard and do it again! 

Girls and boys swim, track & field, and boys tennis 
season will also be starting quite soon. If you’re 

interested in any of these come try out, and if it’s too late, 
you can always try next year! Make sure you come out and 
support your Bulldogs! Good luck this year!

The Grammys 2015
By Ruth Gonzalez

The greatest night for music, just happened.  After all the 
anticipation, the Grammy’s award show took place on 

February 8, 2015 on CBS, and it was off the chain. From 
AC/DC’s killer opening act, Lady Gaga and Tony Bennett’s 
presentation, to Kanye pulling a Kanye on stage once again, 
this night was one for the books of Grammy History. Let’s 
just start off by saying that AC/DC still has got it, I mean 
it was unbelievable to see them light the stage the way 
they did, simply incredible. One of the most anticipated, 
talked about presentations of the night was the three way 
collaboration between Kanye West, Rihanna, and the one 
and only Sir. Paul McCartney. However disappointment 
personally struck as all I heard and saw was Rihanna steal 
the show with her incredible voice, leaving and blurring out 
Mr. West and Sir. McCartney. Speaking of Kanye, he pulled 
one of those oh-so-beloved moves that we all know so 

well. As Alternative Rock 
Artist, Beck, rightfully 
won his Grammy for” 
Album of the Year”, Kanye 
approached the stage as 
if he were to try and diss 
Beck like he did to Taylor 
Swift  back in 2009 at 
MTV VMAs.  I mean we 
know Beyoncé had one of 
the greatest albums this 
past year, but Beck did 
too, which I believe is why 
Kanye changed his mind 
right before taking Beck’s 

little moment of Glory. The most stand out presentations 
had to be Ed Sheeran and John Mayer, Tony Bennett and 
Lady Gaga, Sam Smith and Mary J. Blidge, Beyoncé, and 
John Legend accompanied by Common.  An appearance 
that also gladly 
surprised the crowd 
was when Prince 
appeared to present 
“Album of the 
Year”.  The night’s 
biggest winner was 
undoubtedly Sam 
Smith, who took 
home 4 Grammys, 
and also thanked his past relationship as part of his 
acceptance speech for inspiring the music that led to those 
awards. All in all, 2015 Grammys were a huge success, and 
don’t worry if you missed them this year there’s always 

next year! 
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