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Other Important Features (Structure, parts, chapters)


East of Eden is historically based and spans three generations.


The chapters are broken up into parts and the book is broken up into four parts. 





Narrative Structure (including plot)





1) Steinbeck uses imagery to make settings and characters seem more real.


“…the live oaks got a crusty look and the sage brush was gray. The land cracked…” (5)


“Her [Cathy] hair was gold and lovely; wide-set hazel eyes with upper lids that drooped made her look mysteriously sleepy. Her nose was delicate and thin…” (72)





2) Steinbeck uses personification to make settings come to life:


“…the railroads – growing, fighting among themselves, striving to increase and dominate…” (132)


He also uses personification to make feelings come alive:


“His mind walked in to face the accusers: Vanity, which charged him with being ill dressed…and Lust, slipping him the money for his whoring…” (404)





3) Steinbeck doesn’t use many metaphors in East of Eden. He uses direct imagery to describe settings and characters in great detail. 





-Point of view-


POV Switches between 3rd and 1st (from narrator’s POV). The Narrator is omniscient and is telling a story of his family history.


-Dialogue-


Steinbeck uses dialogue to show a character’s social status or education level. An example is Lee who switches between his native pidgin and fluent English because he is a foreign servant and expected to be stupid. 


“Lee. Got more name. Lee papa family name. Call Lee.” (160)


“You [Hamilton] are one of the rare people who can separate your observation from your preconception.” (161)


-Allusion-


Adam’s mother:


Adam’s mother killed herself (a sin) so she was “cast out” of Adam’s life. This alludes to the Original Sin of Eve and when she was cast out of Eden.


“…he knew that he had one had a mother and that she had done some shameful thing…and as a result she was not here.” (21)


Adam & Charles:


Adam gives his father a puppy, but rejects Charles’ gift. This angers Charles and he tries to kill Adam. This alludes to the story of Cain and Abel. 


Charles’s scar:


Charles gets a dark scar on his forehead because of his jealousy of Adam and his attempted murder.


“It looks…like somebody marked me like a cow.” (46)


Cal & Aron:


Cal is jealous of Adam’s love of Aron so he shows Aron who their mother really is. Aron goes to the army from shock and dies there. This also alludes to the story of Cain and Abel. 


 





-Rising Action


-Charles tries to kill Adam.


-Adam goes to war and doesn’t want to go home.


-Cyrus becomes rich and famous, but dies.


-Cathy tricks Mr. Edwards and steals from him. He finds out and tries to kill her.


-Adam and Charles find Cathy. Charles doesn’t trust her, but Adam loves her.


-Cathy and Adam get married and move to Salinas.


-Samuel helps Cathy birth twins.


-Cathy shoots Adam and leaves.


-Cathy becomes a whore and convinces Faye the whoremaster to adopt her.


-Cathy kills Faye and takes over.


-Samuel dies. 


-Adam finally gets over Cathy.


-Cal finds out about his mother.


-Aron goes to college much to his father’s joy. 


-Cal raises money to pay his father back for a failed business venture, but Adam rejects it.


-Cal rashly takes Aron to his mother’s whorehouse.


-Cal joins the army.


-Cathy kills herself.


-Climax- 


-Cal raises money to pay his father back for a failed business venture, but Adam rejects it.


-Cal rashly takes Aron to his mother’s whorehouse.


-Aron joins the army.


-Cathy kills herself.


-Aron dies and Adam has a stroke


-Falling Action-


-Adam is taken care of by a nurse.


-Cal tells his father that he killed Aron.


-Conclusion- 


-Adam forgives Cal by blessing him with timshel.





Narrative Techniques (i.e point of view, dialogue, interior monologue, time, character development, language, frame (flashback, irony) Examples.





Imagery (sense impressions, figures of speech) With examples and explanation


Metaphor, simile, oxymoron, personification, alliteration, hyperbole etc.








