All work on this essay should be your own original work.

Descriptive Writing: My Most Beautiful Natural Place

Assignment: Building on the journal you already wrote, describe the most beautiful natural place you have visited and the effect it has had upon you. Try to take on the persona of a Romantic poet in your celebration of this place in words. While you are writing an essay, not a poem, you want to make your writing poetic. 

Descriptive writing versus interpretive writing: Since this is an autobiographical essay and should be based on a true experience, you want to write in first-person. Because it should be about a place you visited in the past, you should use past tense.

Structure: Although you don’t need an intro, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion in the same way you do in interpretive writing, you do need a logical structure to your essay. Each paragraph should have a controlling or main idea. 

Possible structure:

· First paragraph: introduce your reader to the natural place and the circumstances for your visiting the place

· Second paragraph: describe the physical, sensory aspects of the natural place

· Third: discuss the emotions the place inspired in you

· Fourth paragraph: describe what the place has meant to you over time

· Fifth paragraph: discuss how the place is changed or how you changed when you revisited the place

Rubric:

· Descriptive detail/Figurative language – 25 points

The writer successfully paints a vivid picture of the setting by using sensory details and figurative language, sound devices, etc.

The writer also describes his/her emotional response.
· Organization—25 points

The writer demonstrates evidence of structure and organization; paragraphs are molded around a central idea; there is a logical flow to the paragraphs.
· Mechanics, Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, MLA/Style—20 points

The writer has fewer than 5 errors in spelling, punctuation, mechanics, etc.
The writer pays attention to word choice and the connotation of words.

The writer has an appropriate tone and a sincere and authentic voice.
Length requirement: 5 paragraphs with fully developed ideas
Total: ______ /70 points 
This essay will be written in class on Friday, May 4th. 
