AP European History
Syllabus

Course Overview
The object of the course is to increase students’ understanding and appreciation of European History while helping each student succeeds on the AP European History Exam in May. The course is divided into two semesters: (1) the Later Middle Ages through the French Revolution, and (2) the Industrial Revolution to the present. Areas of concentration include historical, political, and economic history coupled with an intense study of cultural and intellectual institutions and their development. These areas are studied from a variety of perspectives with the hope of providing a balanced view of history.

This course is taught at the college level. The major difference between a regular high school history course and a college-level history course is the greater amount of reading and the depth of focus that is found in the college-level course. Moreover, the AP curriculum demands higher-order thinking skills within a rigorous academic setting. Thus students are frequently required to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical sources, in addition to comprehending, memorizing, and applying facts. 

Course Outline
Introduction and Later Middle Ages
Unit 1A The Renaissance, Reformation, The New Monarchies
Unit 1B Commercial Revolution and the Age of Religious Wars
Unit 2
   Absolutism and Constitutionalism
Unit 3   The Eighteenth Century-from Scientific Revolution to Enlightenment, 

   society and economics of the era.
Unit 4
   The French Revolution and Napoleonic Era
Unit 5
   The Industrial Revolution
Unit 6   The Age of Metternich and 19th Century Political, Economic, and Social 
    
   Change. 
Unit 7    Unification, the Age of Mass Politics, and Imperialism
Unit 8
    World War I and the Russian Revolution
Unit 9    Interwar and World War II
Unit 10  1945 to the Present

Review for the AP Exams
Post AP Projects and History through Film

Course Planner
The Unit Planner will be passed out at the beginning of each unit. Students are expected to keep up with all readings and assignments, regardless of whether or not a student is present. I will do my best to keep the website updated with all assignments. As the unit planner is only a guide to readings and assignments, I will occasionally cancel an extra reading or DBQ if I fall behind. I will assign these extra assignments for homework when time permits. The principle text for the course is:

Spielvogel, J (2003). Western Civilization: Since 1300. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
There will be many supplementary readings throughout the school year originating from many sources both textual and online. Students will be expected to gather online sources for homework as well as in the computer lab or library. 
Teaching Strategies
My approach to teaching the course is fairly traditional. Most days will consist of lectures and discussions. I will be using PowerPoint presentations on most days to highlight the key ideas and concepts for each topic. In addition to using an outline format, these presentations contain a huge number of images-maps, art, political cartoons, tables, and graphs-that help students develop skills in analyzing visual stimuli. I also try to use video clips from time to time. 
The AP European History curriculum is extensive, so I try to focus on the “big picture” and leave the details for students to read about at night. I encourage students to record questions from the reading and ask them in the class the next day. AP students are expected to master the facts on their own in conjunction with text readings, homework assignments, study guides, and lecture outlines that I post online. 
Lesson activities you will encounter this year to help you master the AP curriculum are:

a. read arounds: students write an essay, receive rubrics the following 

day, and then read other student’s essays in class. These essays do not 

count as a test grade, rather a homework grade that is scored complete 

incomplete. This activity helps students see others writing from the AP 

scorers perspective while helping them to internalize the AP scoring

rubric.


b. Review Jeopardy: Students will review for an exam by writing four 

questions. The following day, students will choose teams of four and 

compete for points against other teams. I try to ask all student 

questions during the game. This review proves to be an excellent pre-test

to measure an individual’s readiness for the exam.


c. Experiential exercises: Roughly once a unit, students will reenact an 

important historical event from the period of time that is being studied.

We will be starting out with the Trial of Martin Luther in September. I 

would like all students to get involved at one time or another in one of 

these exercises. 


d. Post AP: My philosophy for post AP European History activities is 

simple: since I have put my students through an eight month boot camp

in European History, the last month of school should be more relaxing. 

Thus for the remainder of the year after the exam, my students watch 

and discuss historical movies. Examples include Dr. Zhivago and 

Schindler’s List.  Students also will join with other students to complete

 a project that celebrates 600 years of European History.
Student Evaluation
Grades are based upon multiple choice and essay exams, DBQ’s, quizzes, and
homework. All exams are curved based upon the highest grade earned on a 
particular exam. There are no curves on the essays and quizzes. I generally follow many reading assignments with a quiz. In order to encourage active reading (i.e. notes,) I allow students to use reading notes on the quizzes. I do not accept late homework unless a student has an excused absence, in which case the student has an amount of time equivalent to the length of absence to make up the homework. As the class moves rapidly, it is paramount that students call classmates or send me an email to get any missed homework.
Important note about grading:

BECAUSE ALL EXAMS ARE CURVED, I WILL NOT CURVE THE FINAL GRADE. STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO KEEP TRACK OF THEIR GRADE ON GRADEBOOKWIZARD.COM. THUS A 90% IS AN A-, AN 89.9 IS A B+ AND SO FORTH.

90+A
80-89.9 B
70-79.9 C

I have read and understand the methods by which AP European History is taught.

__________________________________ parent’s name printed

__________________________________parent signature

__________________________________student signature
