Literary Devices – Fahrenheit 451

Alliteration – The repetition of the beginning sounds of words, as in “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers,” “long-lived,” “short shrift,” and “the fickle finger of fate.”

Assonance – The repetition of stressed vowel sounds within words with different end consonants, as in the phrase "quite like." Many common phrases, such as "mad as a hatter," "free as a breeze," or "high as a kite," owe their appeal to assonance.

Symbol – Something used for or regarded as representing something else; a material object representing something, often something immaterial; emblem, token, or sign.
Allusion – An indirect reference to some piece of knowledge not actually mentioned. Allusions usually come from a body of information that the author presumes the reader will know. For example, an author who writes, “She was another Helen,” is alluding to the proverbial beauty of Helen of Troy.

Irony – The use of words to mean something very different from what they appear on the surface to mean. Jonathan Swift uses irony in “A Modest Proposal” when he suggests the eating of babies as a solution to overpopulation and starvation in Ireland.

Satire – A work of literature that mocks social conventions, another work of art, or anything its author thinks ridiculous. Gulliver's Travels, by Jonathan Swift, is a satire of eighteenth-century British society.

Personification – A figure of speech in which human characteristics are attributed to an abstract quality, animal, or inanimate object. An example is "The Moon doth with delight / Look round her when the heavens are bare" (William Wordsworth, "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood," 1807). Another is "Death lays his icy hand on kings" (James Shirley, "The Glories of Our Blood and State," 1659).

What’s so Funny?
Directions: Analyze 2 packets of comics (6 total). Work with your partner to answer the questions below in complete sentences. 
Sample – We’ll work together as a class to analyze this political cartoon. 
Comic #1

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is [negative/positive] (circle one) because ________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Packet #______
Comic #1

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is [negative/positive] (circle one) because ________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comic #2
What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is [negative/positive} (circle one) because ________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comic #3

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is negative/positive (circle one) because __________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Packet #______

Comic #1

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is negative/positive (circle one) because __________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comic #2

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is negative/positive (circle one) because __________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comic #3

What is the main idea? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The comment on society is negative/positive (circle one) because __________________________________________________. 

The literary devices this comic uses are: ____ Symbolism ______ Allusion ______ Irony ______ Satire ______ personification

HINT: There can be more than one. You must have all included to get this answer correct
Choose one literary device and write an example from the comic. 

Literary Device: _______________________________________

Example: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

