Observation Form

Semester Observation of a Child

This page gives major topics for study of child development. Our purpose is not to interpret action, but to observe physical characteristics and behavior as it is studied in class. Choose a child to observe throughout the semester. Plan regular times to observe, noting what he says and does. Date each recording and write an objective summary. Attach pages as needed.

Child’s name_____________         Student’s name_____________________

Child’s Age_______ Birth date________ Sex_____ Period______________  

Physical

Health History and Physical handicaps_____________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Physical characteristics (poised, restless, vigorous, mild)________________

________________________________________________________________

Use of Body

Large Muscle Movements (eager, joyous, cautious)______________________

_________________________________________________________________

Fine Muscle Coordination (tense, tries hard, relax, exuberant)____________

________________________________________________________________________

General Cordination______________________________________________________

Social-Emotional (Briefly describe significant behavior and responses)

Patterns of behavior (Fill in descriptive adjectives)

A: Self image, Self Acceptance______________________________________________

B: Responsibility for personal needs ________________________________________

C. Conduct with materials_________________________________________________

D. Conduct during activities_______________________________________________

  1. Dependence or independence in routines__________________________________

  2. Variations of conduct in different activities________________________________

  3. Emotional expression and control________________________________________

Behavior with Children___________________________________________________

 a. Interest______________________________________________________________

 b. Approach____________________________________________________________

 c. Actions_______________________________________________________________

Reactions of Children toward child observed _________________________________

a. Method of contact_____________________________________________________

b. Frequency and duration of contact__________________________________________

c. Reasons for contact______________________________________________________

Intellectual  First language_________________ 2nd language (optional)_______________

Language Understanding_____________________________________________________

Language usage___________________________________________________________

Ability to follow instructions__________________________________________________

Understanding of simple concepts about his/her environment (explain)____________________
