In this activity, you are going to be answering how each of the three major countries associated with absolutism (Austria, Prussia, and Russia) faired during the period of Enlightenment: Not all questions will fit each, but in general, you should be looking for the information that best explains how your assigned country is fairing at this time.

	What is Enlightened Absolutism?

	
	What actions supported Enlightenment thought? What Enlightenment principles did they follow?
	What actions did not follow Enlightenment thought?
	What were the long-term effects, overall significance of their reign?

	Prussia

Frederick II (Great)
	
	
	

	Austria

Joseph II
	
	
	

	Russia

Catherine II (Great)
	
	
	


Debate: Based on your information and what you’ve done above, we will be debating who has the best country and who is likely to be in great shape in the coming centuries. It might be good to look at the historical past and use information from the earlier centuries (1400-1700’s) to see if there is a pattern
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