English 10H Student Information: American Literature

Welcome Back Raiders!
Dear Students,

Welcome back to the 2012-2013 school year at Rowland High!  It will be wonderful getting to know each and every one of you.  I’m positive that each of you will add to the enjoyment of our year together and do your best to succeed.  The study of American Literature is my favorite course and I personally feel that it is the most important English class you will ever have.  We will learn a great deal from the writings of numerous authors, essayists and poets.  There will be a great deal of reading in this class because I feel that it is the most important aspect of an English class.  In order to succeed in this course you must read each text thoroughly and completely.  The lessons of this class will be aligned to the California Content Standards, our Raider Goals (Thinkers, Contributors, and Communicators) and the three R’s of Rowland High (Relationships, Relevance and Rigor).  Some of the major topics and concepts will be the relationship between religion and state, the American Frontier, the American Indian, the American hero, what makes an “American”, modernism and post-modernism, and the influences of technology in modern era.  In addition we will examine such aspects of American literature as race, gender, class, individualism, war, and multiculturalism. 

 
In order to assure that instruction can take place without disruption, I have a few simple rules.

Do Not Do Anything That Disrupts An Effective Learning Environment Including

1. Bring all supplies to class (books, notebook, paper, blue or black pen or pencil, notes).  You will be marked tardy if you are sent to your locker to retrieve any of these materials.  And do not have out books/materials from other classes as it is disrespectful to me and the class.
2. Have your homework done on time.  Late work will not be accepted in an honors class except under extreme circumstances. 
3. Use Nutrition and Lunchtime to go to your locker, eat and use the restroom, not class time.  Unfortunately I will not allow eating in class.  I will allot each student 3 emergency times to leave the room.  After this you will be marked tardy.

4. Respect the custodians, each other and me by putting your trash in the trashcans, not on the floor.

5. Respect the feelings and opinions of other classmates.

6. Be in your seat until the end of class.

7. Raise your hand to speak, listen to what others and I have to say, and take thorough notes.
8. Excessive talking will not be permitted.

9. Obey the directions of the teacher

10. No electronic devices (ipods, mp3 players, walkman, et) of any kind will be seen or heard in this class.  Keep your cell phones turned off.  English Department Policy on cell phones and electronic devices:

· 1st Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the period.

· 2nd Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the end of the day, referral and detention

· 3rd Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the end of the day, referral and Saturday School

· 4th Offense: All subsequent offenses repeat #3

School Rules: In addition to these class rules all school wide rules will be enforced including those pertaining to dress code, language and respect for cultural diversity. 

In the event that a student breaks these rules, the following consequences will be enforced:

1. First Offense – Removal from class, Talk with teacher, loss of participation points

2. Second Offense – Same as first offense plus Lunch Detention
3. Third offense – Referral, Parent Contact, loss of participation points

Assessment: You will be assessed on reading homework via pop reading quizzes, discussions, and writings.  There will be at least one group project during the semester. There will be about 5-6 timed writings throughout the semester.  Assessment will also include thinking maps, grammar assignments, group work, and other homework assignments.  You will have 1-2 oral examination each semester.  You will have a year-long research paper on a work of American Literature that you will read 1st semester and write about second semester.  All of your work, notes and handouts must be kept organized in a notebook.  You are honors students and should be organized, diligent and responsible with all of your work.
All major writing assignments that you must complete outside of class must be typed when turned in as the final copy.  Any final copies that you don’t type will receive a 10% deduction on the final score.  All written and typed work must have a proper heading, which includes a student’s name, teacher’s name, class name and the date (MLA heading) in the top left-hand column.  A title must also be placed in the center of the paper on the 5th line.  You must double-space typed papers. You must also submit typed papers to turnitin.com, a website that scans paper for plagiarism.  Papers that have to be printed in class or submitted to turnitin.com in class will be penalized 20%. 


Timed Writings will constitute the bulk of the writing work done for sophomore honors.  This will prepare you for the timed writing situations you will face in your junior and senior honors classes and ultimately on your IB and/or AP examinations.  These writings will be graded using the AP rubric.  We will also do practice writings in class and for homework including thesis statements, topic/transition sentences, and paragraph writing.   


Reading/Writing Improvement can only happen if you do it with energy and passion.  Ask yourself, “Why are the words we write for ourselves better than the words we write for others?”  In order to improve in your reading and writing, you must read and write habitually, not just for this class.  You’re not going to get better at something if you only do it when you’re told to do it.  You need to read voraciously anything you can get your hands on (newspapers, magazines, books, articles, et.), and you need to freewrite about the things you read.  You also need to give yourself practice-writing assignments (a thesis statement, an introductory paragraph, a body paragraph, an entire essay) on what you read.  These things take time, but they are the only way to improve.


Class participation will account for approximately 15% of the semester grade.  Class participation, especially in a literature class, requires frequent active involvement on the part of the student.  Class discussions are an important means of expanding the interpretation of literature.  Students need to share their ideas and react to the opinions of others.  Students who do not seek out active involvement are not adding to the knowledge base of the class.  Class attendance, taking notes, being attentive and contributing insightful comments are all part of class participation.  


English Department Tardy Policy: 1st and 2nd Tardy = Verbal Warning. 3rd and 4th Tardy = Parent Notification. 5th Tardy = Referral for Lunch Detention 6th Tardy = Referral for After-School Detention. Additional Tardies = Referral to the Vice-Principal. 

Absences and Make-up Work: If you miss class for any reason it is up to you to get notes and assignments from your classmates.  If you are in attendance at school during any period of the day an assignment is due you must turn the assignment in that day.  Grammar exercises, quizzes and tests must be made up at lunch.

Grades: Remember that you do not receive a grade – you earn your grade.  Grades for this semester will be (roughly) broken down in the following manner:

Class Participation – 15%


Quizzes  and Examinations/Tests – 30%

Grammar Exercises – 5%


Group Presentations – 10%




Essays – 30%



Homework & Miscellaneous – 10%

Letter Grades:  98-100 = A+, 93-97 = A, 90-92 = A-, 88-89= B+, 83-87 = B, 80-82 = B-, 78-79 = C+, 73-77 = C, 70-72 = C-, Below 70 = F.  There are no D’s in honors and there is no rounding of grades. 

Extra Credit: Minimal opportunities to be announced. Don’t count on it!
Teacher Assistance: I am a very busy individual.  In addition to teaching I am the advisor of the California Scholarship Federation (the 2nd largest club on campus), I am the Sophomore Class Advisor, I have school agendas to attend to, and I’m the father of a little baby boy Dylan (.  I am not always available at lunch or after school so it is imperative that you pay close attention in class and ask your questions here.  If you do need to see me at lunch or before school or after school please try to make arrangements in advance.  If you have a question outside of class you can email me at jhiett@rowland.k12.ca.us.  I will respond to all emails within a 24-hour time period.  My preparation period is 5th period if you are able to see me then.  My phone extension is 3271.

Website: You can access my class website through the school’s website at www.rowlandhs.org under Academics – Departments – English.   Here you will find class info, homework, and handouts that you will need to print and/or read. 

Struggling Students: Sophomore Honors English is a difficult and challenging course.  Hopefully you come in with some knowledge and skills that you picked up last year and a general appreciation for literature.  There are some initial strategies you can implement if you are struggling.  Try to do your reading assignments as early in the day as possible while you are wide awake.  Sit at a table or desk while reading; do not read in bed!  Skim the reading on the first go through for plot and general observations, and then reread the text carefully.  Take notes while you read.  Identify and study all unknown vocabulary (See the Vocabulary for Sophomore Honors handout) using the strategies discussed on the Vocabulary Strategies handout. Also, Free tutoring is available in the library Monday-Friday from 2PM-4PM.  Form a study group with other students where you can discuss the content openly outside of class. Communicate with me in class and via email about problems you face.  In the end adapt and persevere to succeed!   

Students and Parents: By signing the following, you are acknowledging that you have read and understood all the material on this handout. 

______________________________

Print Student Name

_______________________________

_________________________

_________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

      

Date

English 11 Student Information: Modern American Literature

Welcome Back Raiders!
Dear Students,

Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year at Rowland High School! It will be wonderful getting to know each and every one of you. I'm positive that each of you will add to the enjoyment of our year together and do your best to succeed. The study of American Literature is my favorite course and I personally feel that it is the most important English class you will ever have. We will learn a great deal from the writings of numerous authors, essayists and poets.  There will be a great deal of reading in this class because I feel that it is the most important aspect of an English class. In order to succeed in this course you must read each text thoroughly and completely. The lessons of this class will be aligned to both the California Content Standards and the three R's of Rowland High (Relationships, Relevance, and Rigor). Some of the major topics and concepts first semester will be: American Liberty, Democracy, the beginnings of the American Dream (Writings of the Founding Fathers); American Romanticism, the Frontier/Nature, and Spirituality (American Romantic Writers); the origins and results of The American Dream, American mythology and archetypes, Modernism, World War I, class divide, complex relationships, and symbolism (The Great Gatsby).   Some of the major topics and concepts second semester will be: World War II, The Age of Conformity, adolescents, "growing up" (The Catcher in the Rye); technology, media, Post-Modernism, the Post-Modern family, signifier vs. signified (White Noise), war, terrorism, post traumatic stress disorder, memory, human solidarity, subjective truth (The Things They Carried).  

 
In order to assure that instruction can take place without disruption, I have a few simple rules.

Do Not Do Anything That Disrupts An Effective Learning Environment Including

1. Bring all supplies to class (books, notebook, paper, blue or black pen or pencil, notes).  Not having your supplies will affect your participation grade.  I will mark you tardy if you have to leave the room to get something.

2. Have your homework done on time.  Late work will be accepted 1 day late for half credit. 

3. Use Nutrition and Lunchtime to go to your locker, eat and use the restroom, not class time.  Unfortunately I will not allow eating in class.  You may drink water only.  I will allot each student 3 emergency times to leave the room.  After this you will be marked tardy.

4. Respect the custodians, each other and me by putting your trash in the trashcans, not on the floor.

5. Respect the feelings and opinions of other classmates.

6. Begin the Bell Activity immediately when the bell rings.  Be in your seat until the end of class.

7. Raise your hand to speak, listen to what I and others have to say, and take thorough notes.
8. Excessive talking will not be permitted.  Do not sleep or have your head down in class!  Both will result in a loss of participation points and/or removal from class.

9. Obey the directions of the teacher

10. No electronic devices (ipods, mp3 players, walkman, et) of any kind will be seen or heard in this class.  Keep your cell phones turned off.  English Department Policy on cell phones and electronic devices:

· 1st Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the period.

· 2nd Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the end of the day, referral and detention

· 3rd Offense: Confiscate phone until end of the end of the day, referral and Saturday School

· 4th Offense: All subsequent offenses repeat #3

School Rules: In addition to these class rules all school wide rules will be enforced including those pertaining to dress code, language and respect for cultural diversity. 

In the event that a student breaks these rules, the following consequences will be enforced:

1. First Offense – Removal from class, Talk with teacher, loss of participation points

2. Second Offense – Same as first offense plus Lunch Detention – Thursdays. 

3. Third offense – Referral, Parent Contact, loss of participation points
Assessment: You will be assessed on reading homework via reading quizzes, discussions, and writings.  There will be at least one group project during the semester. There will be several essays throughout the semester.  Assessment will also include thinking maps, grammar assignments, group work, and other homework assignments.  You will have vocabulary work and a quiz each week; the vocabulary will come from the texts we are reading.  All of your work, notes and handouts must be kept organized in a notebook, but you do not have to have a separate notebook for this class.  Check the board each day and/or the website for homework assignments.

Bell Activities: At the beginning of the class each day you will complete an initial activity that should take 5-10 minutes.  Monday = Writing Down Vocabulary, Tuesday = Work on Vocabulary, Wednesday = Journal Write, Thursday = Grammar Exercise, Friday = Vocab Quiz
All major writing assignments that you must complete outside of class must be typed when turned in as the final copy.  Any final copies that you don’t type will receive a 10% deduction on the final score.  All written and typed work must have a proper heading, which includes a student’s name, teacher’s name, class name and the date in the top left-hand column.  A title must also be placed in the center of the paper on the 5th line.  You must double-space typed papers and make all the margins 1 inch. You must also submit typed papers to turnitin.com, a website that scans paper for plagiarism.  Papers that have to be printed in class or submitted to turnitin.com in class will be penalized 20%.  


Class participation will account for approximately 15% of the semester grade.  Class participation, especially in a literature class, requires frequent active involvement on the part of the student.  Class discussions are an important means of expanding the interpretation of literature.  Students need to share their ideas and react to the opinions of others.  Students who do not seek out active involvement are not adding to the knowledge base of the class.  Class attendance, taking notes, being attentive and contributing insightful comments are all part of class participation.  


English Department Tardy Policy: 1st and 2nd Tardy = Verbal Warning. 3rd and 4th Tardy = Parent Notification. 5th Tardy = Referral for Lunch Detention 6th Tardy = Referral for After-School Detention. Additional Tardies = Referral to the Vice-Principal. 

Absences and Make-up Work: If you miss class for any reason it is up to you to get notes and assignments from your classmates (you will have class buddies to assist you with this).  If you are in attendance at school during any period of the day an assignment is due you must turn the assignment in that day.  Grammar exercises, quizzes and tests must be made up at lunch.  Late assignments will be accepted one day late for half credit.

Grades: Remember that you do not receive a grade – you earn your grade.  Grades for this semester will be (roughly) broken down in the following manner:

Class Participation – 15%


Quizzes  and Tests – 35%

Grammar Exercises – 5%


Group Project – 5%




Essays – 15%



Homework, Journal Writes & Miscellaneous Assignments – 25%


Letter Grades:  98-100 = A+, 93-97 = A, 90-92 = A-, 88-89= B+, 83-87 = B, 80-82 = B-, 78-79 = C+, 73-77 = C, 70-72 = C-, 68-69 = D+, 63-67 = D, 60-62 = D-, Below 60 = F.     

Extra Credit: There will be various extra credit opportunities.  To Be Announced.
Teacher Assistance: I am a very busy individual.  In addition to teaching I am the advisor of the California Scholarship Federation (the 2nd largest club on campus), I am the Sophomore Class Advisor, I have school agendas to attend to, and I’m the father of my baby boy Dylan ( I am not always available at lunch or after school so it is imperative that you pay close attention in class and ask your questions here.  If you do need to see me at lunch or before school or after school please try to make arrangements in advance.  If you have a question outside of class you can email me at jhiett@rowland.k12.ca.us.  I will respond to all emails within a 24-hour time period.  My preparation period is 5th period if you are able to see me then.  My phone extension is 3271.

Website: You can access my class website through the school’s website at www.rowlandhs.org under Academics – Departments – English.   Here you will find class info, homework, and handouts that you will need to print and/or read.
Struggling Students: There are some initial strategies you can implement if you are struggling.  Try to do your reading assignments as early in the day as possible while you are wide awake.  Sit at a table or desk while reading; do not read in bed!  Skim the reading on the first go through for plot and general observations, and then reread the text carefully.  Take notes while you read.  Identify and study all unknown vocabulary using the strategies discussed in class.  Free tutoring is available in the library Monday-Friday from 2PM-4PM.  Form a study group with other students where you can discuss the content openly outside of class.  Communicate with me in class and via email about problems you face.  In the end adapt and persevere to succeed!   

Students and Parents: By signing the following, you are acknowledging that you have read and understood all the material on this handout. 

Cut Here
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
______________________________

Print Student Name

_______________________________

_________________________

_________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

      

Date
