“Line Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey” 
by William Wordsworth
(12 points)

Background: Wordsworth visited the picturesque ruins of Tintern Abbey, in the Wye River valley in England near the border with Wales, five years before he wrote this poem. Then he returned, the second time visiting with his sister, Dorothy, and this second visit was the occasion of the poem. 

Established in 1131, Tintern Abbey was one of the many abbeys partly destroyed in the 16th century, when Henry VIII created the Church of England and abolished the Catholic religious orders that had occupied the abbeys. 

Descriptive Outlining:

1. Read the poem

2. Circle any unknown words; use the marginal notes and look up any words you circled that are not defined in the margins

3. Summarize by sentence (as opposed to poetic line) in the margins; put into your own words and be concise—just get the main ideas.

For example, the first stanza might go like this:

Five years have passed since I’ve been here. Once again, I find myself here. I see the rivers, the mountains, this quiet place. Once again can I rest under this sycamore tress and look at the meadows and orchards in springtime when everything is green. Once again I see the shrubs and farms and country cottages with smoke coming out of their chimneys, as if wanderers or hermits were making their homes in the woods.

