Eng 1H--Tan


Romeo and Juliet

Passage Analysis

As we have studied thus far, Shakespeare’s language is rich in literary devices, puns, and imagery. Yet, the effects of his literary style are not limited to these “tricks” but have profound significance to aspects of the play such as characterization, theme, and plot development.

Choose ONE of the three passages on the following pages and read the writing directions for your specific prompt so you are clear on what your essay needs to be about. You are NOT writing the entire essay yet. You are only completing the  few tasks listed below by Thursday (see second page with the due date chart for more info): 
1. Print out ONE of the passages and complete the following:

a. Mark CDs (underline or highlight)

b. Write CM words that you plan to use in your essay directly on the print out. (This will take the place of a T-chart.) These should interpret, analyze, explain, or discuss the CDs you marked.  
Consider (when marking CDs and writing CMs):

· What operative words (more heavily weighted/important words) should you note?

· What prominent traits about the character are identified? How do you know? What specific words or lines reveal those traits?

· How do those traits affect the character? (in thought? action? attitude? toward others?)

· What do these traits tell you (reveal to you) about the character? 

· Why does Shakespeare choose these traits to describe the character? 

· Note the diction and any other literary devices that will help you answer the prompt.
2. Type an introductory paragraph with a minimum of 3 sentences. 

3. Type a topic sentence for EACH body paragraph (two body paragraphs minimum) 
Completed Essay Requirements:
A well written, 4-5 paragraph essay.

Body paragraphs must be at least 8 sentences long.

Final Draft must be typed, double-spaced, no larger than 12 point font.
Must address the prompt thoroughly.

Must show in-depth and insightful analysis; a close study of the passage.

Must demonstrate good grammar, diction, and sentence structure.

What’s Due:


Method: 


Due Dates:


Choose Passage

Homework 


Thursday, April 1



Print out a copy of the passage you have chosen for this passage analysis.
Pre-Write


Homework


Thursday, April 1



Identify operative words and other important parts of the monologue (CDs). Mark with a pen or highlight. Then, make comments about those CDs with pen. 

Intro Paragraph

Homework 


Thursday, April 1



And Topic Sentences for each body paragraph





Intro paragraph is a minimum of 3 sentences. Thesis should be last sentence. 
Draft of Body Paragraphs
Classwork




And Homework

Friday, April 2


We will work on this in class on Thursday, and you must finish it for homework and type it. 

One-on-one conferencing 
sign up sheet 


Thurs. 4/1, Fri. 4/2


FINAL DRAFT

Homework 


Mon. April 12


This is when we come back from spring break. 


Be sure to proofread your essay well before printing out your final draft.


Keep ALL your process papers—from the prewrite to the rough draft. All will be turned in with 

the final draft of the essay. 

Also, be sure to print out a COVER SHEET and SCORING GUIDE. Those are on the website. You need to attach those papers to the final draft when you turn it in on Monday, April 12. 
Go on to the next pages for the prompt and passage choices.

These are actual free response essay topics that have appeared on past AP English exams. So this is great practice as you move up in the higher levels of English and whether you end up IB or AP. 

Essay Prompt #1

The following passage is an early exchange between Romeo and Juliet in Act II, Scene ii. Read the passage, and then, in a well-organized essay, analyze the author’s use of such elements as diction, syntax, and other narrative devices to reveal and develop the mood of the scene. 

JULIET 

How camest thou hither, tell me, and wherefore? 

The orchard walls are high and hard to climb, 
And the place death, considering who thou art, 
If any of my kinsmen find thee here. 

ROMEO 
With love's light wings did I o'er-perch these walls; 
5
For stony limits cannot hold love out, 
And what love can do that dares love attempt; 
Therefore thy kinsmen are no let to me. 

JULIET 
If they do see thee, they will murder thee. 

ROMEO 
Alack, there lies more peril in thine eye 

10

Than twenty of their swords: look thou but sweet, 

And I am proof against their enmity. 

JULIET  
I would not for the world they saw thee here. 

ROMEO 

I have night's cloak to hide me from their sight; 
And but thou love me, let them find me here: 

15
My life were better ended by their hate, 
Than death prorogued, wanting of thy love. 

JULIET 
By whose direction found'st thou out this place? 

ROMEO 
By love, who first did prompt me to inquire; 

He lent me counsel and I lent him eyes. 

20
I am no pilot; yet, wert thou as far 
As that vast shore wash'd with the farthest sea, 
I would adventure for such merchandise.
Essay Prompt #2

Read the following passage from Act III, Scene iii, and write a well-organized essay in which you explain how Shakespeare uses language and imagery to establish Romeo’s frame of mind. 

ROMEO 
     'Tis torture, and not mercy: heaven is here, 
    Where Juliet lives; and every cat and dog 
    And little mouse, every unworthy thing, 
    Live here in heaven and may look on her; 
    But Romeo may not: more validity, 

5
    More honourable state, more courtship lives 
    In carrion-flies than Romeo: they my seize 
    On the white wonder of dear Juliet's hand 
    And steal immortal blessing from her lips, 
    Who even in pure and vestal modesty, 

10
    Still blush, as thinking their own kisses sin; 
    But Romeo may not; he is banished: 
    Flies may do this, but I from this must fly: 
    They are free men, but I am banished. 
    And say'st thou yet that exile is not death? 
15
    Hadst thou no poison mix'd, no sharp-ground knife, 
    No sudden mean of death, though ne'er so mean, 
    But 'banished' to kill me?--'banished'? 
    O friar, the damned use that word in hell; 
    Howlings attend it: how hast thou the heart, 
20
    Being a divine, a ghostly confessor, 
    A sin-absolver, and my friend profess'd, 
    To mangle me with that word 'banished'?
Essay Prompt #3 

(We have not read this scene yet. You can read 4.1-4.3 so that you have an idea of what this scene is about before you tackle it as an essay choice. Don’t let the length scare you. It’s a good passage to consider. Lots to work with.)
The following passage is from Act IV, Scene iii. In it, Juliet contemplates the possible consequences of taking the Friar’s advice. Read the passage carefully and then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze Juliet’s inner conflicts and explain how her resolution of these conflicts contributes to the depth of her character. 

JULIET 
    Farewell! God knows when we shall meet again. 
    I have a faint cold fear thrills through my veins, 
    That almost freezes up the heat of life: 
    I'll call them back again to comfort me: 
    Nurse! What should she do here? 

5
    My dismal scene I needs must act alone. 
    Come, vial. 
    What if this mixture do not work at all? 
    Shall I be married then to-morrow morning? 
    No, no: this shall forbid it: lie thou there. 

10

    Lays down her dagger 
    What if it be a poison, which the friar 
    Subtly hath minister'd to have me dead, 
    Lest in this marriage he should be dishonour'd, 
    Because he married me before to Romeo? 
    I fear it is: and yet, methinks, it should not, 
15
    For he hath still been tried a holy man. 
    How if, when I am laid into the tomb, 
    I wake before the time that Romeo 
    Come to redeem me? there's a fearful point! 
    Shall I not, then, be stifled in the vault, 

20
    To whose foul mouth no healthsome air breathes in, 
    And there die strangled ere my Romeo comes? 
    Or, if I live, is it not very like, 
    The horrible conceit of death and night, 
    Together with the terror of the place,-- 

25
    As in a vault, an ancient receptacle, 
    Where, for these many hundred years, the bones 
    Of all my buried ancestors are packed: 
    Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth, 
    Lies festering in his shroud; where, as they say, 
30
    At some hours in the night spirits resort;-- 
    Alack, alack, is it not like that I, 
    So early waking, what with loathsome smells, 
    And shrieks like mandrakes' torn out of the earth, 
    That living mortals, hearing them, run mad:-- 
35
    O, if I wake, shall I not be distraught, 
    Environed with all these hideous fears? 
    And madly play with my forefather's joints? 
    And pluck the mangled Tybalt from his shroud? 
    And, in this rage, with some great kinsman's bone, 
40
    As with a club, dash out my desperate brains? 
    O, look! methinks I see my cousin's ghost 
    Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his body 
    Upon a rapier's point: stay, Tybalt, stay! 
    Romeo, I come! this do I drink to thee. 

45

    She falls upon her bed, within the curtains
