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Oct. 5--Young drivers from the ages of 16 to 18 are the highest group for the number of fatal accidents. This statistic may be for several reasons, including lack of experience, immaturity and poor training, to name a few, according to a study conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (Advocate, Sept. 29). For these reasons, we agree that the driver's age should be changed from 16 and set at 18 years old. However, we also think an alternative to licensing young drivers might be a graduated license with early requirements prohibiting cell phones, text messaging and other attractive distractions for teens. Of course, some leeway has to be given for those teens who have after-school jobs and need to drive to their place of employment. Clearly, more experienced and better-trained young drivers are preferable to young drivers who pose a threat to themselves and others on the highways.

For safety to all, we think the age to acquire a driver's license should be set at 18 with graduated licenses available to those who want to drive. Example of a graduated license: Illinois Graduated Driver Licensing System (drivers age 16-17) Parent/guardian must certify that a minimum of 50 hours of practice driving, including 10 hours of nighttime driving, has been completed. Must have completed a state-approved driver education course. Nighttime driving restriction is in place Sunday-Thursday, 10 p.m-6 a.m., and Friday-Saturday, 11 p.m.-6 a.m. Must maintain a conviction-free driving record for six months prior to turning age 18 before moving to the Full Licensing Phase. A traffic conviction during the initial licensing phase may extend restrictions beyond age 18. Cell phone use while driving is prohibited except in the case of an emergency to contact a law enforcement agency, health care provider or emergency services agency. Source: http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ postarticle331552Driver's%20license%20age%20should%20be%20raised8391
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The younger the driver, the more likely to crash.
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Sep. 29--A study released earlier this month suggests raising the age teens can get a driver's license could prevent injuries and death.

"There are two issues," said Anne Fleming, spokeswoman for the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the group that conducted the study. "Youth and immaturity, and inexperience behind the wheel."

Inexperience will always be a cause in new-driver crashes, Fleming said, but this study showed younger drivers posed a higher risk.

According to the study, new 17- and 18-year-old drivers had fewer accidents than new 16-year-old drivers, Fleming said. The study did not tell why 16-year-olds are more apt to crash.

Some 16-year-olds are less mature and less equipped to drive than their counterparts, said Dr. Steve Hougen, trauma director for Citizens Medical Center.

"New drivers should be extra cautious," Hougen said.

Part of the reason states with higher driving ages have fewer teen crashes is there aren't as many young drivers on the road, Hougen said.

Fleming agreed, but said that doesn't nullify the study's findings.

"It does reduce the exposure," she said. "Just taking the 16-year-old drivers off the road does have an impact."

Victoria resident Jesse Torres, 33, said he thinks a higher driving age would be most helpful if teens had learner's permits for an extra year.

Torres first got a driver's license when he was 16, he said.

"It probably would have been better if I waited a year," he said.
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Sep. 29--It's not a particular age that makes drivers unsafe, some say.

Victoria Police Sgt. Julian Huerta said he doesn't know if the driver's license age should be older. But teen drivers don't cause most accidents in Victoria, Huerta said.

"Most of the wrecks we have are people going to and from work," said Huerta, who works in the traffic investigation department. "The majority of reports I see are all adults."

Students in Victoria aren't allowed to leave campus during the school day, Huerta said, and that prevents accidents.

Johnny Sciacca meets many teen drivers as the owner of Victoria Educational Associates, which teaches driver's education classes. Some 16-year-olds are ready to drive, others aren't, he said.

Raising the age limit for drivers would probably not be popular, Sciacca said.

"It's just been kind of an American tradition," he said. "You get your license at 16."

There are steps the state could take to make teen drivers safer, Sciacca said.

Right now, teens aren't required to take a driving test unless their parents ask Department of Public Safety officials to administer one.

Young drivers must complete 32 hours of classroom work and they must show a log proving they drove at least 14 hours with their guardians in the car.

New drivers can take the course online, at a school like Sciacca's or their parents can teach them.

"I'm more of an advocate of letting 16-year-olds get driver's licenses," Sciacca said. But if young drivers rack up tickets, they should be more severely punished, he added.
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Health & Medicine
Kids are impatient to get behind the wheel. But putting on the brakes is clearly saving lives

Teenagers live in a world of haves and have-nots. It is the driver's license that separates the juniors from the sophomores, giving the bearer a certain je ne sais cool and the first really good reason to buy a wallet. Most important, it's a palm-size ticket to freedom, the chance to spend a parent-free Saturday night cruising with friends, feeling like an American Graffiti star even inside the family Hyundai.

Not so fast. Thirty-four states and the District of Columbia are deliberately crimping teen style with so-called graduated licensing laws, which slowly mete out privileges that were once considered an entitlement.

Add seasoning. The goal is saving lives, and the most effective programs have the same key ingredients: at least six months with a learner's permit issued no sooner than age 16, and then at least six months with a provisional license, which restricts passengers and late-night driving. The permit is suspended if the teen has an accident, commits a moving violation, or is caught driving after drinking even a trace of alcohol. Before a new driver can move up to a second-phase license, many states require as many as 50 hours of parent-supervised drive time, ideally at all times of the day, in all weather, and on roads ranging from country to freeway.

For D.C. resident Margot Dankner, the new law was a bitter pill. She had been looking forward to driving since she was 14 years old, and the restrictions went into effect 21 days before her 16th birthday. "I was very disappointed," says Dankner, now 17. "You want to be able to give rides to your friends, and you want to ride in your friends' cars. It's a social rite of passage." Not everyone in her circle opposed the change, however. "My parents," Dankner concedes, "were very happy with it."

With good reason. A recent study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association found that the year after graduated licensing was introduced in Michigan, teen accidents causing death or injury fell 24 percent, and night crashes (between midnight and 5 a.m.) dropped by more than half. In North Carolina, fatal crashes fell 57 percent; minor accidents, 23 percent. Other states are reporting similar good news.

In designing the new laws, states looked at causes, effects, and statistics. The limits on night and weekend driving came about because more than half of teen traffic deaths occur on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, and "more than 40 percent of them between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.," says P. J. Crowley, vice president of the Insurance Information Institute in Manhattan. And it is clear that solo is safer. The research shows that a teen driving with "one teen passenger doubles the fatal crash risk," says Russ Rader, spokesman for the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. "With two or more teenage passengers, the fatal crash risk is almost five times as high as driving alone." (Among older drivers, having passengers either had no effect or made them even less likely to crash.) And gender matters. "The highest-risk situation is with male passengers," says Rader.

But the biggest reason for fatal teen accidents is not showing off or even alcohol. It's driver error. "It's inexperience and immaturity," says Crowley. "They get themselves in situations they can't recover from." Of the fatal crashes in 2000, at least 3 of 4 happened because the new driver made a mistake.

That's what happened to Emily Hubbard, a 16-year-old from Dripping Springs, Texas, an honor student and class president. She was driving her brother's truck to a birthday party. "We don't know why she went on the shoulder," says her mom, Charrise. "She was not experienced enough to handle it. She overcorrected, slammed on her brakes, and skidded. Her truck hit a culvert."

She died because she wasn't wearing her seat belt, and her parents think graduated licensing might have saved her life. It is hard for adolescents to fathom death or life in a wheelchair, but Emily's parents believe that simply knowing she could lose her permit for not wearing a seat belt might have made her buckle up. And they think it possible that if she had had an extra 40 or 50 hours of supervised driving, she might have been able to right the truck.

Research suggests that they may be correct. According to University of Michigan researcher Jean Shope, kids need lots of supervised hours behind the wheel, just to get a feel for judging distances and speeds. Logging those hours with your parents may not be as much fun as with friends. But even Margot Dankner admits: "Now that I'm older and wiser, I honestly think the biggest protection is not having kids in the car."
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PHOTO (COLOR): Margot Dankner really wanted to drive with her friends. But now she's "older and wiser."



































Raising the driving age will not stop teen driving accidents (4/05)
| Print |

Written by Larry Yee   

You pick up the keys to your mom’s minivan. This is a momentous occasion. You’re 16 and getting behind the driving wheel for the first time. Excitement grows as you start the car and shift into gear. But what if someone told you, you had to wait two more years? 

Ten years ago, anyone wishing to raise the driving age would have been labeled crazy, but the age-old argument is gaining more support among parents and older drivers, angry with the lawmakers for not being strict enough on teen drivers. Parents of teenagers aged 16 to 18 argue that the protective measures are not strong enough to ensure the safety of young drivers and their passengers. According to the AAA Insurance brochure, 8,455 driving fatalities a year are between 16 and 20 year olds, and parents of many teenagers blame the lax U.S. driving laws. California alone had 524 accidents involving teenagers aged 16 to 18 last year. However, imposing a ban on drivers under 18 is unfair. Depriving responsible students who need to help out with daily chores, drive themselves to school, and take care of their grandparents, is unjust. Younger farm workers also need to use farm machinery to work. 

According to a March 2 article in the USA Today titled “Is 16 too Young to Drive?”, California is in the forefront of the states addressing teenage driving problems. The state has a point system which assigns either one or two points to the person’s records depending on the seriousness of the driving incident. Although it affects everyone, it was designed especially for teenage drivers. Many praise the tough point system and judges’ right to suspend a license for improper driving. Collect too many points, your license is revoked. 

Thirty-one states now impose passenger restrictions and limit night driving for 16 to 18 year olds. In the United States during the 1990’s 52 percent of all accidents occurred at night, especially weekend nights. However, California now does not allow anybody under 18 to drive between midnight and five a.m., when many of the fatal accidents occur. With the new restrictions for teenagers, the rate of accidents at night is now down to 13 percent. 

In Washington, D.C. teenage drivers are now forbidden to talk on cellular phones and to carry teenage passengers for a year and a half after receiving their provisional license, according to new legislation passed March 23. Many states are following suit; similar bills are pending in Virginia and Maryland. These states are attacking the main cause of the accidents, and the country is coming around. They tackle the issues of cell phones and disturbances in the car, teen licenses are not being banned, nor should they be. 

Beginning seven years ago, a new system called the graduated drivers’ licensing program began in the United States. Accidents have dropped by 46 percent throughout the country. This program requires 50 painstaking hours, 10 at night, of practice with a parent. The state also requires 6 hours of professional training by a teacher. This system also enforces a strict rule for driving under the influence of alcohol; no more than 0.01 percent is allowed, which is far stricter than for adults. This is a great improvement from previous requirements that required little to no practice with parents and a more tolerant alcohol allowance for teenagers. 

When all of the above measures are used to limit accidents, taking away licenses from all teenagers is unnecessary. Not all teenagers deserve licenses, but parents shouldn’t persuade lawmakers to be harsh on all of us. 

Many more solutions exist which do not deprive teenagers of their very first car. Rethinking the driver education system to teach student drivers better safety and car care is a good start. The DMV test can be made tougher. Lengthening the probation periods and revoking licenses for a longer amount of time might help lower the accident rate for 16-18 year-olds. An increase in the traffic patrol and a visible police presence looking out for the safety of the drivers will work to make all drivers happier and secure. But just plain revoking licenses does not solve any of the existing problems, it only postpones it for two years.

 
