
 

V O T E R  T U R N O U T  &  B E H AV O T E R  T U R N O U T  &  B E H AV O T E R  T U R N O U T  &  B E H AV O T E R  T U R N O U T  &  B E H A V I O RV I O RV I O RV I O R     
“Half the American people never read a newspaper.  Half never vote for President.  “Half the American people never read a newspaper.  Half never vote for President.  “Half the American people never read a newspaper.  Half never vote for President.  “Half the American people never read a newspaper.  Half never vote for President.      
One hopes it is the same half.”One hopes it is the same half.”One hopes it is the same half.”One hopes it is the same half.”        -------- Gore Vidal Gore Vidal Gore Vidal Gore Vidal    

 

VVVVOTER OTER OTER OTER QQQQUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONS    
� Set by individual states; qualifications of Set by individual states; qualifications of Set by individual states; qualifications of Set by individual states; qualifications of              (all states except ND),  (all states except ND),  (all states except ND),  (all states except ND),     
� CaliCaliCaliCalifornia voters must be:fornia voters must be:fornia voters must be:fornia voters must be:    

�                             or older or older or older or older    
�    
�Official residents of the state (Official residents of the state (Official residents of the state (Official residents of the state (            ))))    
�                         to vote to vote to vote to vote    

 

HHHHISTORICAL ISTORICAL ISTORICAL ISTORICAL VVVVOTER OTER OTER OTER QQQQUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONSUALIFICATIONS    
�                 (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures)    
�                 (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures) (eliminated by state legislatures)    
�             (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by                              Amendment) Amendment) Amendment) Amendment)    
�             (elimin (elimin (elimin (eliminated by ated by ated by ated by                         Amendment)Amendment)Amendment)Amendment)    
�             (eliminated by (eliminated by (eliminated by (eliminated by                                Amendment poll tax ban)Amendment poll tax ban)Amendment poll tax ban)Amendment poll tax ban)    
�             (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by                     ))))    
�Free Free Free Free                  (outlawed in  (outlawed in  (outlawed in  (outlawed in Guinn v US Guinn v US Guinn v US Guinn v US 1915)1915)1915)1915)    
�Minimum Age Minimum Age Minimum Age Minimum Age          (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by  (eliminated by                                      Amendment) Amendment) Amendment) Amendment)    

 

WWWWHO HO HO HO DDDDOESNOESNOESNOESN’’’’T T T T VVVVOTE OTE OTE OTE (BOO!)(BOO!)(BOO!)(BOO!)    
�    Nonvoters are divided into two categorNonvoters are divided into two categorNonvoters are divided into two categorNonvoters are divided into two categories:ies:ies:ies:    
�CANCANCANCAN----NOT voters are NOT voters are NOT voters are NOT voters are                  to vote (in labor, in jail, etc.) to vote (in labor, in jail, etc.) to vote (in labor, in jail, etc.) to vote (in labor, in jail, etc.)    
�WILLWILLWILLWILL----NOT voters NOT voters NOT voters NOT voters              to vote (apathy, inefficacy, laziness)…DON’T BE ONE!! to vote (apathy, inefficacy, laziness)…DON’T BE ONE!! to vote (apathy, inefficacy, laziness)…DON’T BE ONE!! to vote (apathy, inefficacy, laziness)…DON’T BE ONE!!    

“Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote”“Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote”“Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote”“Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote”    
 

AAAAMERICAN VSMERICAN VSMERICAN VSMERICAN VS....    FFFFOREIGN OREIGN OREIGN OREIGN TTTTURNOUTURNOUTURNOUTURNOUT    
�    U.S. averages U.S. averages U.S. averages U.S. averages                  in  in  in  in                     elections, elections, elections, elections,                  congressional  congressional  congressional  congressional 

elections, lower in elections, lower in elections, lower in elections, lower in                  elections; turnout has declined since  elections; turnout has declined since  elections; turnout has declined since  elections; turnout has declined since     
�Comparable industrialized Western nations have turnout as high as ~90%.  BUT, many other countriesComparable industrialized Western nations have turnout as high as ~90%.  BUT, many other countriesComparable industrialized Western nations have turnout as high as ~90%.  BUT, many other countriesComparable industrialized Western nations have turnout as high as ~90%.  BUT, many other countries    

�Impose Impose Impose Impose                                                  for nonvoting (fines, government papers sta for nonvoting (fines, government papers sta for nonvoting (fines, government papers sta for nonvoting (fines, government papers stamped “DID NOT VOTE”)mped “DID NOT VOTE”)mped “DID NOT VOTE”)mped “DID NOT VOTE”)    
�Have Have Have Have                  systems  systems  systems  systems –––– more choice in elections, maybe a more meaningful vote more choice in elections, maybe a more meaningful vote more choice in elections, maybe a more meaningful vote more choice in elections, maybe a more meaningful vote    
�Have Have Have Have                          registration registration registration registration    

 

WWWW H Y  H Y  H Y  H Y  DDDD O NO NO NO N ’’’’ T  T  T  T  PPPP E O P L E  E O P L E  E O P L E  E O P L E  RRRR O C K  T H E  O C K  T H E  O C K  T H E  O C K  T H E  VVVV O T EO T EO T EO T E ????     
 

IIIINSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL BBBBARRIERSARRIERSARRIERSARRIERS    
�                            
(easing or eliminating would likely add (easing or eliminating would likely add (easing or eliminating would likely add (easing or eliminating would likely add          points to turnout) points to turnout) points to turnout) points to turnout)    

�National VNational VNational VNational Voter Registration Act of 1993 (“oter Registration Act of 1993 (“oter Registration Act of 1993 (“oter Registration Act of 1993 (“                                    
Bill” was designed to increase turnoutBill” was designed to increase turnoutBill” was designed to increase turnoutBill” was designed to increase turnout    
�Allows people to register to vote when Allows people to register to vote when Allows people to register to vote when Allows people to register to vote when     
�Registration forms offered at Registration forms offered at Registration forms offered at Registration forms offered at     
�States required to allow States required to allow States required to allow States required to allow     
�Has not significantly increased turnoutHas not significantly increased turnoutHas not significantly increased turnoutHas not significantly increased turnout    

�        “Ballot “Ballot “Ballot “Ballot             ”/””/””/””/”                ””””    
�Excessive Excessive Excessive Excessive     
�ExcessiExcessiExcessiExcessive number of ve number of ve number of ve number of                  on ballot (D on ballot (D on ballot (D on ballot (Downownownown----TTTTicket icket icket icket DDDDropoffropoffropoffropoff: many voters stop after : many voters stop after : many voters stop after : many voters stop after 

POTUS, Congress, Governor POTUS, Congress, Governor POTUS, Congress, Governor POTUS, Congress, Governor –––– famous famous famous famous----name races)name races)name races)name races)    

 



 

 

IIIINSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL NSTITUTIONAL BBBBARRIERSARRIERSARRIERSARRIERS    ((((CONTCONTCONTCONT.).).).)    
�Type of electionType of electionType of electionType of election    
�             election turnout >  election turnout >  election turnout >  election turnout >          turnout turnout turnout turnout    
�                     turnout >  turnout >  turnout >  turnout >              turnout turnout turnout turnout    
�                 election turnout >  election turnout >  election turnout >  election turnout >          election turnout election turnout election turnout election turnout    

�Difficulties in obtaining Difficulties in obtaining Difficulties in obtaining Difficulties in obtaining                  ballots ballots ballots ballots    
�                     Demographics Demographics Demographics Demographics    
�                        registrants have lowest turnout; when 26registrants have lowest turnout; when 26registrants have lowest turnout; when 26registrants have lowest turnout; when 26thththth Amendment ratified, turnout “naturally” declined Amendment ratified, turnout “naturally” declined Amendment ratified, turnout “naturally” declined Amendment ratified, turnout “naturally” declined    

 

PPPPOLITICAL OLITICAL OLITICAL OLITICAL RRRREASONSEASONSEASONSEASONS    
�Lack of Lack of Lack of Lack of     
�Dissatisfaction with Dissatisfaction with Dissatisfaction with Dissatisfaction with     
�Lack of strong Lack of strong Lack of strong Lack of strong     
�Weakness of Weakness of Weakness of Weakness of                 in in in in                  voters voters voters voters    
 

WWWW H O  H O  H O  H O  VVVV O T E SO T E SO T E SO T E S ????     WWWW H O  H O  H O  H O  DDDD O E S NO E S NO E S NO E S N ’’’’ TTTT ????     WWWW H O  H O  H O  H O  CCCC A R E SA R E SA R E SA R E S ????     
 

CCCCHARACTERISTICS OF LIHARACTERISTICS OF LIHARACTERISTICS OF LIHARACTERISTICS OF LIKELY VOTERSKELY VOTERSKELY VOTERSKELY VOTERS::::    
�Level of Level of Level of Level of                          (the  (the  (the  (the                      OF VOTING): cuts across all  OF VOTING): cuts across all  OF VOTING): cuts across all  OF VOTING): cuts across all 

other factors other factors other factors other factors –––– those with high levels of education, regardless of race, gender, income, age, are more likely to  those with high levels of education, regardless of race, gender, income, age, are more likely to  those with high levels of education, regardless of race, gender, income, age, are more likely to  those with high levels of education, regardless of race, gender, income, age, are more likely to 
         than those with low levels of education than those with low levels of education than those with low levels of education than those with low levels of education    

�                : more $, more vote: more $, more vote: more $, more vote: more $, more vote    
�            : more gray, more vote (except very old/infirm): more gray, more vote (except very old/infirm): more gray, more vote (except very old/infirm): more gray, more vote (except very old/infirm)    
�            : whites more likely than : whites more likely than : whites more likely than : whites more likely than          more likely than  more likely than  more likely than  more likely than     
�                : : : :              are more likely to vote than  are more likely to vote than  are more likely to vote than  are more likely to vote than                         

––––    turnout for both genders has decreased over turnout for both genders has decreased over turnout for both genders has decreased over turnout for both genders has decreased over the past 40 years, the past 40 years, the past 40 years, the past 40 years,     
but much more dramatically for men but much more dramatically for men but much more dramatically for men but much more dramatically for men –––– 72% turnout for men in 1964, 56% in 2004   72% turnout for men in 1964, 56% in 2004   72% turnout for men in 1964, 56% in 2004   72% turnout for men in 1964, 56% in 2004      

�Men are less likely than women to Men are less likely than women to Men are less likely than women to Men are less likely than women to                         
             consume  consume  consume  consume             , , , ,                 

                            and believe that people are and believe that people are and believe that people are and believe that people are     
�Fewer men than women Fewer men than women Fewer men than women Fewer men than women                         
�                                             of  of  of  of                  (who are barred from vot (who are barred from vot (who are barred from vot (who are barred from voting) are maleing) are maleing) are maleing) are male    
�Extended Extended Extended Extended                         ----                                        men are more likely to vote than single menmen are more likely to vote than single menmen are more likely to vote than single menmen are more likely to vote than single men    

 

DDDDOES LOW TURNOUT MATTOES LOW TURNOUT MATTOES LOW TURNOUT MATTOES LOW TURNOUT MATTERERERER????    
�IF voters represented accurate IF voters represented accurate IF voters represented accurate IF voters represented accurate                     , low turnout would of course be relatively unimportant, low turnout would of course be relatively unimportant, low turnout would of course be relatively unimportant, low turnout would of course be relatively unimportant    
�BUT BUT BUT BUT                                          are overrepresented  are overrepresented  are overrepresented  are overrepresented –––– creates CLASS BIA creates CLASS BIA creates CLASS BIA creates CLASS BIAS in electionsS in electionsS in electionsS in elections    
�SO GET OUT AND VOTE!!SO GET OUT AND VOTE!!SO GET OUT AND VOTE!!SO GET OUT AND VOTE!!    
�(although some studies show that nonvoters may be demographically different from voters, but are not (although some studies show that nonvoters may be demographically different from voters, but are not (although some studies show that nonvoters may be demographically different from voters, but are not (although some studies show that nonvoters may be demographically different from voters, but are not 

politically different, and therefore would not vote in a different way…but WHY TAKE THAT CHANCE?!)politically different, and therefore would not vote in a different way…but WHY TAKE THAT CHANCE?!)politically different, and therefore would not vote in a different way…but WHY TAKE THAT CHANCE?!)politically different, and therefore would not vote in a different way…but WHY TAKE THAT CHANCE?!)    
    

FFFF A C T O R S  A C T O R S  A C T O R S  A C T O R S  AAAA F F E C T I N GF F E C T I N GF F E C T I N GF F E C T I N G     VVVV O T E R  O T E R  O T E R  O T E R  BBBB E H A V I O RE H A V I O RE H A V I O RE H A V I O R     
 

1.1.1.1.        
�                : traditionally Dem; now increasingly GOP: traditionally Dem; now increasingly GOP: traditionally Dem; now increasingly GOP: traditionally Dem; now increasingly GOP    
�                : GOP trend (Whatsa Matta w/ Toto?): GOP trend (Whatsa Matta w/ Toto?): GOP trend (Whatsa Matta w/ Toto?): GOP trend (Whatsa Matta w/ Toto?)    
�Rocky Mountain region: Rocky Mountain region: Rocky Mountain region: Rocky Mountain region:                      trend trend trend trend    
�                : traditionally GOP, increasingly Dem: traditionally GOP, increasingly Dem: traditionally GOP, increasingly Dem: traditionally GOP, increasingly Dem    
�Great Lakes region: Democratic trend, but several Great Lakes region: Democratic trend, but several Great Lakes region: Democratic trend, but several Great Lakes region: Democratic trend, but several     

 (e.g. Ohio) (e.g. Ohio) (e.g. Ohio) (e.g. Ohio)    
�Far Far Far Far         : : : :      trend (“Left Coast Liberals”) trend (“Left Coast Liberals”) trend (“Left Coast Liberals”) trend (“Left Coast Liberals”)    
�Republicans have “Republicans have “Republicans have “Republicans have “                ” ” ” ” –––– Rocky Mountains to & through South Rocky Mountains to & through South Rocky Mountains to & through South Rocky Mountains to & through South    



2.2.2.2.    PPPPRESENCE OF ESPECIALLRESENCE OF ESPECIALLRESENCE OF ESPECIALLRESENCE OF ESPECIALLY STRONG Y STRONG Y STRONG Y STRONG                         ::::                 EFFECT EFFECT EFFECT EFFECT    
 

3.3.3.3.    TTTTIMINGIMINGIMINGIMING    
�                 elections: Political alignment  elections: Political alignment  elections: Political alignment  elections: Political alignment                      (1960, 1964) (1960, 1964) (1960, 1964) (1960, 1964)    
�                 elections:  elections:  elections:  elections:              change in political align change in political align change in political align change in political alignment (1952, 1956)ment (1952, 1956)ment (1952, 1956)ment (1952, 1956)    
�                    elections: elections: elections: elections:              in political alignment (1860, 1896, 1932) in political alignment (1860, 1896, 1932) in political alignment (1860, 1896, 1932) in political alignment (1860, 1896, 1932)    
�                    elections: party in power has elections: party in power has elections: party in power has elections: party in power has                                             seats in Congress in every midterm since 1938 but 98 & 02seats in Congress in every midterm since 1938 but 98 & 02seats in Congress in every midterm since 1938 but 98 & 02seats in Congress in every midterm since 1938 but 98 & 02    
 

4.4.4.4.    PPPPOLITICAL OLITICAL OLITICAL OLITICAL PPPPARTY ARTY ARTY ARTY IIIIDENTIFICATIONDENTIFICATIONDENTIFICATIONDENTIFICATION:::: PSYCHOLOGICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL                      TO A POLITICAL P TO A POLITICAL P TO A POLITICAL P TO A POLITICAL PARTYARTYARTYARTY    
�Probably Probably Probably Probably                  of voting behavior of voting behavior of voting behavior of voting behavior    
� BUT, more people now “BUT, more people now “BUT, more people now “BUT, more people now “                ””””    
�                      voting: decline in recent years (encouraged by party voting: decline in recent years (encouraged by party voting: decline in recent years (encouraged by party voting: decline in recent years (encouraged by party----column ballot)column ballot)column ballot)column ballot)    
�                      voting: increase in recent years (encouraged by office voting: increase in recent years (encouraged by office voting: increase in recent years (encouraged by office voting: increase in recent years (encouraged by office----group ballot)group ballot)group ballot)group ballot)    
� Some party members classified as “strong;Some party members classified as “strong;Some party members classified as “strong;Some party members classified as “strong;” others as “weak”” others as “weak”” others as “weak”” others as “weak”    
� Independents:Independents:Independents:Independents:    

�                    (~      (~      (~      (~      ): decline in GOP, Dem members): decline in GOP, Dem members): decline in GOP, Dem members): decline in GOP, Dem members    
�Some “Some “Some “Some “            ” ” ” ” –––– Independent Reps or Indie Dems Independent Reps or Indie Dems Independent Reps or Indie Dems Independent Reps or Indie Dems    
�Some “Some “Some “Some “                    ” (~” (~” (~” (~                                ) ) ) ) –––– no pattern of voting behavior no pattern of voting behavior no pattern of voting behavior no pattern of voting behavior    
�Many tend to be Many tend to be Many tend to be Many tend to be                      with  with  with  with                      incomes incomes incomes incomes    

 
5.5.5.5.    DDDDEMOGRAPHIC EMOGRAPHIC EMOGRAPHIC EMOGRAPHIC FFFFACTORS ACTORS ACTORS ACTORS ((((A RECAPA RECAPA RECAPA RECAP):):):):        
�Gender GapGender GapGender GapGender Gap    ––––        
�Males more likely to vote Males more likely to vote Males more likely to vote Males more likely to vote         ; females, ; females, ; females, ; females,     

�RaceRaceRaceRace    
�Whites more likely Whites more likely Whites more likely Whites more likely                         ; nonwhites ; nonwhites ; nonwhites ; nonwhites more likelymore likelymore likelymore likely        
�                 are most loyal Dem voters are most loyal Dem voters are most loyal Dem voters are most loyal Dem voters    

�SocioeconomicsSocioeconomicsSocioeconomicsSocioeconomics    
�                         strata more likely Dem; upper  strata more likely Dem; upper  strata more likely Dem; upper  strata more likely Dem; upper more likelymore likelymore likelymore likely        

�ReligionReligionReligionReligion        
�                more likelymore likelymore likelymore likely GOP;  GOP;  GOP;  GOP;                         more likelymore likelymore likelymore likely De De De Demmmm    

 

6.6.6.6.    IIIISSUES SSUES SSUES SSUES     
�Especially state of the Especially state of the Especially state of the Especially state of the     

�“It’s the economy, stupid” (1992)“It’s the economy, stupid” (1992)“It’s the economy, stupid” (1992)“It’s the economy, stupid” (1992)    
�Tax cuts to pull nation out of recession (Dubya)Tax cuts to pull nation out of recession (Dubya)Tax cuts to pull nation out of recession (Dubya)Tax cuts to pull nation out of recession (Dubya)    

�                     voting (“Ask yourself, are you better off now that you were four years ago?” voting (“Ask yourself, are you better off now that you were four years ago?” voting (“Ask yourself, are you better off now that you were four years ago?” voting (“Ask yourself, are you better off now that you were four years ago?”    
�                                     voting (predicting, based on candidate  voting (predicting, based on candidate  voting (predicting, based on candidate  voting (predicting, based on candidate                                         , how they will handle office if elected), how they will handle office if elected), how they will handle office if elected), how they will handle office if elected)    
 

7.7.7.7.        
 

OOOOHHHH,,,,    TTTTHOSE HOSE HOSE HOSE WWWWACKY ACKY ACKY ACKY FFFFLORIDIANSLORIDIANSLORIDIANSLORIDIANS    ----    A new spin on “Vote Early and Often”:A new spin on “Vote Early and Often”:A new spin on “Vote Early and Often”:A new spin on “Vote Early and Often”:    
In the 2000 election in Florida… In the 2000 election in Florida… In the 2000 election in Florida… In the 2000 election in Florida…     
� 1000 voters voted for all ten presidential candidates1000 voters voted for all ten presidential candidates1000 voters voted for all ten presidential candidates1000 voters voted for all ten presidential candidates    
� 3600 voted for all ten candidates except Bush3600 voted for all ten candidates except Bush3600 voted for all ten candidates except Bush3600 voted for all ten candidates except Bush    
� 700 voted for all ten candidates except Gore700 voted for all ten candidates except Gore700 voted for all ten candidates except Gore700 voted for all ten candidates except Gore    
� 7000 voted for both Bush & Gore7000 voted for both Bush & Gore7000 voted for both Bush & Gore7000 voted for both Bush & Gore    
    
    

 

 


