Things Fall Apart Essay Prompts

Remember:  Your essay should focus on analysis-not plot summary.

Though you will need to refer to the text to support your claims.

1. Make a list of the incidents that foreshadow the demise of Okonkwo and the Ibo tribe.  Explain what you believe is the effect of the foreshadowing on the reader’s interpretation of events.

2. Analyze the relationship between men and women in the African culture as Achebe presents it. Explain how this relationship is similar or dissimilar to the Western view of the relationships between men and women. Focus on both the positive and negative

aspects of the relationship. What comment is Achebe trying to make about the dynamics of the relationship in his culture?

3. Achebe’s representation of his African heritage is aimed directly at the Western reader.

How do you believe Achebe wants the reader to see Africa after reading this novel?

What techniques does Achebe use that are most successful? Which techniques does he

use that are the least successful?

4. How does Achebe illustrate the African culture? What stereotypes do you think he is

trying to erase? What stereotypes do you think he validates?

5. The title of this novel alludes to one of the themes present in the novel. Read the poem

“The Second Coming” by William Butler Yeats. Note how the theme of the poem is

developed throughout the story. Explain how the title relates to key scenes and how it

functions as a theme.

6. Ikemefuna is introduced and killed early in the novel. What is his role in the plot of the

novel as well as in the character development?

7. Discuss the ways in which Things Fall Apart functions as a tragedy.

8. Discuss the different points of view that are present throughout the novel. Why does

Achebe choose to use different points of view? What is the effect on the reader?

9. Discuss the role of fate, or “chi,” in the novel. How do you think Achebe feels about fate

versus a person’s control over his or her own destiny?

10. How does the last chapter of the book differ from the other chapters? Why do you think

Achebe chooses to narrate the last chapter from the point of view of someone who has

yet to be introduced in the novel?
