The Story of English

Directions:  Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper and use complete sentences.  Explain your answers, of course.  Page numbers are in parentheses.

1. What was Shaw’s “special fascination”? (177)

2. What does the word cockney mean? (178)

3. Cockney was the speech for what type of person? (178)

4. According to Thomas Sheridan, there were two different modes of pronunciation in the English language.  What are they and explain each one. (179)

5. What/Who is a Cockney?  Explain your answer. (180)
6. Explain this line from pages 181-182:  “This love of nuance, rhythm, word-play and innovation is part of the explanation for the persistent rule-breaking in some elements of Cockney grammar.”

7. What is the characteristic for which Cockney is famous? (182)

8. Does Cockney still exist today?  Explain your answer. (184)

9. Where has Cockney come from? (185)

10. What kind of roots do many Cockney expressions have? (186)

11. What means “good luck” and is still used by Cockneys?  What is the origin of this phrase? (186-7)
12. What does mate mean and where is its origin? (187)
13. Think of the United States and its English.  What different kinds of English do we have?  Do we struggle with classifications of people by hearing accents?  Give examples and explain your answers.
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