Cordell 2013-14
FISHBOWL DISCUSSIONS
A fishbowl conversation is a form of dialogue that can be used when discussing topics within large groups.

Fishbowls involve a small group of people seated in circle and having a conversation (fish). They are surrounded by a larger group of observers, seated in an outer circle (bowl). Each “fish” student brings an article and two questions (that will be turned in) to spark discussion and after that the inner circle starts to discuss. The outer circle usually listens and observes. Whenever someone wants to participate and move to the inner circle, he or she may sit in the free chair.  He or she must vacate the chair after one substantial contribution, in order to free the chair for the next person from the outer circle to join.  Both the inside and outside circles will be graded, and the outside circle will complete an observation report.
Guide to forming questions for discussion:
There are multiple types of questions.  You will be required to bring 2 total questions, one from each category:
· Analysis - requires students to identify reasons, uncover evidence, and reach conclusions. (identify motives and causes, draw conclusions, determine evidence, support, analyze, deduce, categorize, compare, contrast, criticize, differentiate, justify, distinguish, examine, experiment)

· Evaluation - solicit an informed opinion on an issue. (judge, value, evaluate, appraise, argue, assess, attach, choose, compare, defend, estimate, rate, select)


 

