Chapters 14-15 Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence. Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean on the lines provided.

1. At the foot of every bed, confronting its moribund occupant, was a television box.

2. At forty-four, Linda seemed, by contrast, a monster of flaccid and distorted senility.

3. . . . --but sublime, but significant, but desperately important precisely because of the imminence of that which made them so fearful.

4. . . . it was as if he had had a pail full of ordure thrown in his face.

5. You might decondition.

6. The nurse stood irresolute, looking now at the kneeling figure by the bed . . . and now . . . at the twins who had stopped their hunting of the zipper . . . .

7. Linda had been a slave, Linda had died; others should live in freedom, and the world be made beautiful. A reparation, a duty. And suddenly it was luminously clear to the Savage what he must do . . . .

8. Mewling and puking, he added, exasperated by their bestial stupidity. . . .

9. The insults bounced off their carapace of the thick stupidity. . . .

Part II: Determining the Meaning Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.


1. moribund 


A. become unconditioned; revert to old ways


2. flaccid 


B. compensation; something to make amends


3. sublime 


C. undecided


4. ordure 


D. about to die


5. decondition 


E. bodily waste; excrement


6. irresolute 


F. noble; majestic; impressive


7. reparation 


G. flabby; listless


8. bestial 


H. hard outer covering


9. carapace 


I. like a beast; lacking reason and intellect

