
(10.1) STUDENTS RELATE THE MORAL AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES IN ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN 
PHILOSOPHY, IN JUDAISM, AND IN CHRISTIANITY TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN POLITICAL 

THOUGHT. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
DEMOCRACY 



Warm Up 

 
Why might democracy be so meaningful to 
people around the world? Why would people 
risk their lives to have democracy? 



9/11  (2001) 

 
Remembering 9/11 
 
Defending Democracy 
 
 
 

     CNN Student News: 
 http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/10/

studentnews/sn-curriculum-wed/
index.html 



Where did Democracy come from? 

 
The earliest democracies were: 
 

•  Ancient Greece 
(508 B.C.) 

•  Ancient Rome 
(509 B.C.) 



Ancient Greece – 300  



Ancient Greece 

•  Developed the idea of a citizen 
 - a person who is guaranteed certain privileges 
   as a member of a city, state or country 

•  Direct democracy 
    - a government in which citizens rule and make 
  laws directly without representatives 

•  3 branches of government 
Legislative 
Branch


Makes laws
 Ex: Congress


Executive 
Branch


Carries out laws 
 Ex: President


Judicial 
Branch


Interprets and settles disputes 
about laws 


Ex: Supreme Court




Ancient Rome 

•  Developed universal written legal code 
 - The Twelve Tables (document of the laws) 

•  Republic (Representative Democracy) 
    - a government in which citizens elect 
  government officials to represent them and  
  make decisions for them. 

•  3 branches of government 
Legislative 
Branch


Makes laws
 Ex: Congress


Executive 
Branch


Carries out laws 
 Ex: President


Judicial 
Branch


Interprets and settles disputes 
about laws 


Ex: Supreme Court




Ancient Rome 

Twelve Tables and our Bill of Rights 
 
 



Ancient Greece – Founders of Democracy 

Solon   (600 B.C.) – reforms democracy 
 
1. Implemented reforms and rewrote 
their constitution. 

 - citizens could press charges 
 - introduced trial by jury 

 
2. Allowed people to elect officials. 
 
3. Outlawed slavery 
 
He helped formalize the first 
elements of democracy 



Ancient Greece – Founders of Democracy 

Cleisthenes   (508 B.C.) 
  – furthers the reforms 

 
1. Gained power by appealing to 
the poor to get them on his side. 
 
2. More reforms. 

 - citizenship, land, voting rights 
 - citizens can propose laws 
 - reorganized the court system 

 
He is known as the Father of 
Democracy 



Ancient Greece – Founders of Democracy 

Pericles   (461-429 B.C.)  
 – strengthens democracy 

 
1. Athens was attacked for 11 years 
by the Persians. He held debates on 
how to defect Persia and won. 
 
2. Even more reforms. 

 - encouraged public debates 
 - large participation in  
 government = direct 

democracy 
 
1 voice = 1 vote 



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

Philos (love) – sophos (wisdom)  
 
 •  Philosophers (lovers of 

wisdom) used logic & reason 
to investigate the nature of 
the universe, human society, 
and morality. 



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

3 Greek philosophers: 
 
•  Socrates – believed in learning through questioning 

and examining most closely held beliefs 
  - “Why do we believe that?” 

•  Plato – believed the wise should govern, not the 
rich and powerful 

  - “Perfectly governed society” 

•  Aristotle – believed people must obey the laws 

*Note: Socrates taught Plato, and Plato taught Aristotle 



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

“Until philosophers are kings, or 
the kings and princes of this 
world have the spirit and 
power of philosophy, and 
political greatness and wisdom 
meet in one, and those 
commoner natures who pursue 
either to the exclusion of the 
other are compelled to stand 
aside, cities will never have rest 
from their evils, no, nor the 
human race.”        
   Plato, The Republic  



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

“Until philosophers are kings, or 
the kings and princes of this 
world have the spirit and 
power of philosophy, and 
political greatness and wisdom 
meet in one, and those 
commoner natures who pursue 
either to the exclusion of the 
other are compelled to stand 
aside, cities will never have rest 
from their evils, no, nor the 
human race.”        
   Plato, The Republic  

What does Plato believe needs to happen to bring peace and 
harmony to the cities and the human race? 



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

“For man, when perfected, is 
the best of animals, but, 
when separated from law 
and justice, he is the worst of 
all; since armed injustice is 
more dangerous.”     
   Aristotle, Politics 



Ancient Greece – Greek Philosophers 

“For man, when perfected, is 
the best of animals, but, 
when separated from law 
and justice, he is the worst of 
all; since armed injustice is 
more dangerous.”     
   Aristotle, Politics 

According to Aristotle, what must all men 
follow in order to be “perfected?” 



Ancient Rome 

Rome established a new form of government: 

•  Republic (Representative Democracy) 
    - citizens elect leaders to run their government 

•  Leaders voted for laws. 
The ancient Romans’ most 
lasting contribution has 
been in the area of law. 

•  Citizens gained power by 
fighting for equal treatment 
under the law 


