Notes – commands
Commands are used for several purposes, including:

1) Telling people what to do

2) Making requests

There are five types of commands:

1) Informal commands (also called “tú”  commands)

2) Singular formal commands (also called “usted” commands)

3) Plural formal commands (also called “ustedes” commands)

4) Plural informal commands (also called “vosotros” commands)

5) Nosotros commands  (first person plural commands)

In addition, commands can be regular or irregular

· Regular “usted” commands

“Usted” commands are used to make requests of strangers or people you wish to show respect as well as telling them what to do. They are addressed to one person only.

Examples:  John, write your name on the board please.

                    Juan, escriba su nombre en la pizarra por favor.

To form the “usted” command:

1) Write the él/ella/usted form of the verb in the present tense.

EX: The él/ella/usted form of the verb to eat is come.

2)  If the él/ella/usted form of the verb ends in a, change it to e. If it ends in e, change it to a.

Ex:  come ( coma      baila( baile
         Cerrar – cierra( cierre
This type of command is called an affirmative command because you are telling somebody what to do. Telling somebody what not to do is called a negative command

To form a negative “usted” command

1) Follow steps 1 and 2 for forming the affirmative command

2) Write “no” before the command.

Ex:

Come ( no coma     baila ( no baile
Plural formal commands (“ustedes” commands)

   Unlike English, which only has one form for commands, the forms of commands differ if you are telling one person or more than one person what to do. “Ustedes” commands are used for more than one person.

To form an “ustedes” command (affirmative)

1) Write the ellos/ellas/ustedes form of the verb in the present tense.

EX: The ellos/ellas/ustedes form of the verb to eat is comen.

2)  If the ellos/ellas/ustedes form of the verb ends in an, change it to en. If it ends in en, change it to an.

Ex:  comen ( coman      bailan( bailen

“Ustedes” commands – negative

To make an “ustedes” command negative, write “no” before the command

Ex:  comen ( no coman      bailan( no bailen

