The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Budget Tour: chapters 36-39

How does Huck’s opinion of Tom change?

How is Jim treated in these chapters?
What comment about slavery is Twain implying through Jim’s prison conditions in these chapters?

At first (chapters 33-35), Huck (and the reader) is glad to see Tom Sawyer return as a main character. By the end of chapter 35, however, it is clear that Tom has taken over the plan for Jim’s escape and Huck has become more of a side-kick. In his determination to make a sad excuse for an adventure an actual adventure, Tom drags Huck (and the reader) into his imaginary world while keeping Jim hostage under horrible conditions (created by Tom). Huck and Jim both ignore what they think is right (logical) and agree to go along with Tom’s plan because they feel Tom is more intelligent. Over these chapters, a five minute escape is carried out over three weeks.
The Escape
1. Tom and Huck dig a tunnel using imaginary case knives (pick-axes and shovels)
2. Aunt Sally begins to notice the missing items around the house while Tom and Huck continually take and replace items to confuse her.

3. Tom and Huck smuggle a rope ladder into the cabin inside of a pie, Jim writes on Tin plates and throws them out the window, 

4. To Tom’s disappointment, the walls of the cabin are wood so the boys roll a boulder inside of the cabin for Jim to carve on. Jim climbs out of the cabin to help them roll the boulder inside. :.)

5. Jim has company after awhile, including snakes, rats and spiders in order to create a dungeon effect.

6. Tom plans to dress Jim in women’s clothing the night of the escape for a disguise.

7. When Tom is finally ready to execute his plan to free Jim, he writes anonymous letters to the Phelps warning them that a dangerous gang is going to try to steal Jim. He also paints a picture of a skull and crossbones in his own blood and tacks on the front door to add to the family’s panic.

