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Macbeth Study Guide Questions 

Act 1, Scenes 1-3
Scene 1—Three Witches

1. What atmosphere is established in this scene?

2. When are the three witches to meet again and for what purpose?
3. What is suggested by the line, “Fair is foul, foul is fair”?

4. What is the overall purpose of this scene?

Scene 2—King Duncan and his sons, Malcolm and Donalbain
1. What do we learn of Macbeth’s courage and skill? Focus on the captain’s two main speeches.
2. What is Macbeth’s relationship to Duncan?
3. Who have Macbeth and Banquo been fighting?

4. What news does Ross bring the King about the Thane of Cawdor?

5. What does King Duncan tell Ross to do?

6. What impression do you have of Macbeth from this scene? Duncan?

Scene III—Three Witches
1. What have the witches been up to since scene 1?

2. When Macbeth says, “So foul and fair a day I have not seen,” to what is he referring? What is the dramatic irony of this line?

3. With what three titles do the witches greet Macbeth?

4. Describe the witches’ physical appearance:

5. What three prophecies do the witches make regarding Macbeth? How does he react?

6. As Banquo addresses the witches, how does his attitude toward them contrast with Macbeth’s?

7. What news is immediately delivered that validates the witches’ prophecies?

8. What warning does Banquo give Macbeth? How does his comment support the “fair is foul” motif?
9. What does Macbeth ponder in his first famous soliloquy? What does he mean about two truths being prologue to the imperial theme?
10. What is Macbeth’s emotional state when he hears the news?
