INNOVATIONS

THE BIG 1DEA

An American spirit of
improvement led to

new inventions and
advances in education
and transportation.

INVENTIONS AND

B GRAPHIC SUMMARY: The Transportation Revolution

Steam Power
* In 1807, Robert Fulton's Clermont
steams up the Hudson River.
* Steamships help farmers ship their
goods to markets around the world.

Changes in
Transportation

Canals
* Erie Canal connects Lake Erie to
New York City in 1825.
* By 1840, 3,000 miles of canals are
in use,

Roads
* By 1833, the Cumberland Road runs
from Maryland to Ohio.
* New roads of stone and gravel help
Americans move west,
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Railroads
* In 1828, the B & O railroad line
becomes nation's first railroad.

| » By 1840, U.S. has more miles of

railroad track than any other
country in the world.
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