Joseph Stalin – Totalitarianism                              WORLD WAR II REVIEW
Benito Mussolini – Italy – Fascism
Adolt Hitler – Germany – Nazism
Hirohito – Japan

Axis powers – Italy, Germany, Japan
Isolationism – staying in our own country’s business.  Staying out of international affairs.

Neutrality Acts – series of laws passed to stay neutral.  First two outlawed arms/weapon sales or loans to nations at war.  The U.S. is trying to stay in isolation!

But Roosevelt still sent weapons and supplies to China (because they were being attacked by Japan)

Non-aggression Pact (1939) – signed between Russia (stalin) and Germany (Hitler) to not fight for 10 years.  Hitler ends up backstabbing Stalin by attacking him.  Now Stalin wants to fight with the Allies to get back at Hitler.

How U.S. helps out a Friend

The Fall of France – France is Germany’s neighbor.  Germany invades France and France can’t defend themselves.  They fall to Germany and the Germans now occupy France.

The Battle of Britain – Germans pound British land with bombs.  The British are now fighting alone against the AXIS powers.  But they are still able to successfully defend their lands because of radar and sonar technology.

CASH and CARRY policy – the British want our help but we are still trying to stay out of the war.  To help out a little, we tell the Brits that they can buy weapons from us as long as they pay in cash and bring their own boats to ship it.

LEND LEASE ACT – President Roosevelt said that if your neighbor’s house was burning, wouldn’t you want to hand them a hose so the flames don’t jump into your yard?  This is what we were thinking when we created the lend-lease act. We’ll “lend” them the weapons.  They don’t necessarily need to pay us back. We’re protecting ourselves.

The U.S. coming out of Isolationism

Atlantic Charter – Roosevelt (U.S.) and Churchill (G.B) secretly meet on a boat to go over war goals.  Both agree to cooperate to fight for freedom of the seas, disarmament (stop creating weapons worldwide), and self-determination (democracies and not totalitarian governments.)

FDR tells Churchill that he cannot ask Congress to declare war (because no one wanted it) but that he would do everything to “force an incident.”

Pearl Harbor – located in honolulu, Hawaii.  December 7, 1941 – Japan attacks the U.S. naval base.  FDR declares war.

Immediately, young men begin to volunteer for the war.  The number was still not enough so the U.S. enacted the Selective Service Act – AKA – the draft – AKA conscription.  Over 10 million young men recruited.

The Home Front

Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp (WAAC) – there were many jobs that can be done better by a woman.  Women served as nurses, ambulance drivers, radio operators, electricians, and pilots.

Many people of color (N.A., A.A., Asians, Latinos) lived in segregated neighborhoods and didn’t even have basic civil rights.  But still, many joined the war and fought in segregated units.

The Great Depression ends b/c everyone is working again! Yay!  18 million people are back to work!

War production is high.  Factories converted to war production.  Pencil factories made bombs. Bedspread factories made mosquito netting. Soft drink factories filled bombs w/ liquid. 

Ships were being built in less than 4 days because they used premade parts and just had to assemble them.  

War Production Board (WPB) – controlled which companies would convert from peacetime to wartime (like the Cola factory becoming a bomb filling factory).  They held nationwide drives to make sure everyone was collecting scrap iron, cans, paper, and rags to use for the war.  Children helped out, too.

Important European Battles

Battle of Stalingrad – Hitler backstabs Stalin and attacks.  The Germans invade Stalin once but it was too cold so they turn back.  They attack again the next summer and get pretty deep into Russia.  But the Russians fight hard and they are surrounded.  Winter comes again and they are forced to surrender.  Yay for the Russian Allies!

D-Day – june 6, 1944 – France, our friend, is captured and occupied by the Germans.  We land on the beach in Normandy, France to set France free.  Yay. We win!

Battle of the Bulge – After D-Day, we capture our first German town (Aachen).  Hitler couldn’t believe that one of his towns are down!  He goes to fight the Allies.  We set up a front there and the Germans push against the front, creating a bulge if you were to look at it from up top.  But the Allies pushed back against the Germans and won.  YAY!

Hitler then kills himself months later on April 29, 1945.  
On May 8, 1945, the Allies celebrate V-E (Victory in Europe) Day.  The war in Europe is finally over but it is still raging in the Pacific.

President FDR never got to see the end of the war b/c he died in April, a few months earlier, of a stroke.  Harry Truman took his spot.

War in the Pacific

Doolittle’s Raid – Now that we’re done with Europe, we’re moving on to Asia.  We raid Tokyo and other Japanese cities with firebombs.  Americans felt good about this b/c we did a “Pearl Harbor” back at the Japanese.

Battle of the Coral Sea – Coral sea is right above Australia.  The Japanese had conquered all of the south pacific islands above them and was aiming for Australia next.  The Allies stopped them. Yay!

Battle of Midway – this island lays between Hawaii and Japan.  It’s a great location to have and the Japanese wanted it.  We won the Japanese here.  This is considered the “turning point” of the war against Japan.  From here, we keep winning.

Why is it so hard to fight the Japanese?  Because they are hard core!  They will not surrender because you die with honor.  Kamikaze pilots were suicide bombers.  We didn’t have American men who were willing to do this.  The U.S. is not crazy enough to ask our soldiers to do this anyway!

Iwo Jima – small island south of Japan.  We are island hopping.  24,000 japanese soldiers against 250,000 U.S. soldiers.  Even though we won, the Japanese fought REALLY HARD.  The U.S. killed all but 1,000 of them.

Okinawa – in our “island hopping” war strategy, this is the last island to take before getting to the mainland of Japan.  This was a long and hard fight but we won!  Now from here,  President Truman wonders if he would waste more American lives to invade Japan or if he would drop a bomb on them so it’ll save lives and be cheaper

Atomic Bomb

Manhattan Project – secret code name for the building of the atom bomb.  Over 600,000 americans working on this project but had no idea what it was.  Main scientists were Albert Einstein and J.R. Oppenheimer.

They tested the bomb in Alamogordo, New Mexico and it was a success.

President Truman was wondering if he should invade the Japanese mainland with more soldiers (who were already SO tired from the island hopping they did to get to Japan) or just save money and American lives by dropping the bomb.  Hmmmm. He’s going to drop it!

First bomb – Hiroshima – Little boy – August 6, 1945.  The Japanese still did not surrender.

Three days later – 2nd bomb – Nagasaki – Fat man – August 9, 1945.  Japanese surrender a few weeks later.

Discrimination on the Home Front during WWII

Detroit Riots – 1943:  Many A.A. move from the South to bigger cities to find the WWII jobs.  They face a lot of discrimination.  On a beach, whites and blacks had a riot because of rumors that Whites murdered a black woman and her child.  Fighting when on for 3 days.  FDR had to send in federal troops to break it up.  9 Whites and 25 Blacks dead.

Zoot Suit Riots – White Sailors docked at San Pedro harbor drive into Los Angeles to find anyone wearing a zoot suit to beat, strip down, and humiliate.  The riots go on for 10 days.  Thousands of people beat senseless on the streets of L.A.

J.A. Internment – more than 120,000 J.A. lived in the U.S. at this time.  Most of them were citizens.  Frightened Americans thought they J.A. were going to do something bad to them.  Under the Executive Order 9066,  they the j.A. were removed into internment camps.  No proof of disloyalty was found but they were still forced to move.

Korematsu vs. U.S. – Fred Korematsu argued that the interment camps were unconstitutional since he was an American citizen.  This supreme court case says that in times of war, their removal was a “military necessity” so it was ok.

After WWII

The war years were good for the working people.  Many people made 10% more than they did before the war.  They made so much that they were able to save for the future.  

Farmers also prospered.  There was good weather in the 1940s for farmers and many of them benefited from improvements in farm machinery.  

Women enjoyed employment. Over 6 million entered work force.

Population Shifts – many people uprooted themselves to find work elsewhere.  More than a million came to California during the war years.  Many A.A. left the South to go to cities in the North.

Lots of kids were left alone while their dads were fighting in the war or their moms were working. Juvenile delinquencies went up.

GI Bill  of Rights – this bill provides education and training for veterans to help them ease back into civilian life.

Nuremburg Trials – high-ranking officers are put on trial. 12 out of 24 were sentenced to death.  Some say that this wasn’t enough.  Over 200 were found guilty later.  Many nazi soldiers escaped to South America.

Occupation of japan – Americans occupied it for 7 years to make sure that they set up a constitution.  General Douglas MacArthur made sure that the new constitution gives women suffrage(right to vote) and guarantee basic freedoms.  To this day, their constitution is called the “MacArthur Constitution.”  

