AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

COURSE SYLLABUS 2010-2011

Course Overview

AP European History is designed to be the equivalent of a semester college western civilization history course. The objective of the AP European History course is to increase the student's understanding of European history and prepare students to score a “3” or higher on the AP European Examination in May. The scope of the course ranges from cultural, diplomatic, economic, intellectual, political, and social history from the 1450 to the present. These areas will be studied from a variety of perspectives with the hope of providing a balanced view of history. This course is taught at the college level. Moreover, the AP curriculum stresses a large degree of higher order thinking skills within a rigorous academic context. Objectively, this course will help students improve on the following skills:

· Time management, organization, and study skills

· Critical reading of primary and secondary sources

· Constructing and evaluating historical interpretations

· Essay writing and oral communication

Text: Kagan, Ozment, & Turner, The Western Heritage (8th edition)
Policies/Expectations

Attendance:

If a student must be absent, please make sure that you have called or written the attendance office to clear the absence. Students: It is YOUR responsibility to obtain copies of any and all assignments missed due to an absence. Please see me before school, break or the first 5 minutes of lunch so I can review any assignments that were missed. Do NOT disrupt me during class time to discuss missed work.

Absences

It is the sole responsibility of the STUDENT to obtain any work missed due to absences.  It is highly recommended that each student find a “study buddy,” or go online to get work in the case of absence.  If the absence is excused students will have two days to turn in make-up work for each day of absence, per district policy.  Full credit work can only be made up for excused absences.

School Website:

In order to improve parent, student, and teacher communication it is suggested that all parents and students have an active Aeries account, which should be checked on a regular basis.  This website allows students and parents to check grades, missing assignments, and attendance for all classes.  

Classroom Expectations:

Students are expected to be respectful, responsible, and safe at all times. See student handbook for school-wide expectations. Remember to “Run With The STAMPEDE!”

Tardy Policy:

See Yorba Linda High School tardy policy in student handbook.

Honesty Policy:

Please read and sign the attached form.

Electronics:

Cell Phones: Cell phones must be turned off in class and not visible. Any cell phone used during class may be confiscated and turned in to the office. You may retrieve your phone after school. 

IPods: IPods or other similar electronic devices should be turned off and not visible during class, unless specifically directed to by the teacher. Any IPod used during class may be confiscated and turned in to the office. You may retrieve your IPod after school.

*Backpacks, bags, purses: All must be off the student’s lap and desk area. Personal belongings are always to be stored under the desk. 

GRADING

Grading Scale: Grade Categories:

A = 90 -100% 

Essay Exams ............................. 30%

B = 80 - 89% 

Multiple Choice Exams............. 25%

C = 70 - 79% 

Quizzes...................................... 5%
D = 60 - 69% 

Homework/Classwork.............. 50%

F = 0 - 59%


Exams: Approximately six multiple-choice/free-response essay exams will be given during the first semester as well as five document-based exam questions. The first quarter and first semester final exams are cumulative. Tests will be rigorous as they are intended to challenge the student at the Advanced Placement level. Moreover, tests are designed to give students frequent experience with the types of multiple-choice questions, free-response essays (FRQ’s), and Document Based Questions (DBQ’s) that will appear on the AP exam. Frequent exams also insure that students read the textbook and supplementary readings, consistently check for understanding, and take copious notes that are thorough and well organized.

Lecture Notes: Students are required to bring printed versions of the online lecture notes (on my website). Students will be informed when they need to acquire new lecture notes and the notes will only be available for two days to print. Students will be required to make annotations during class.
Homework Policy: Late work will only be accepted ONE day late and will receive a 10% markdown. ALL late work must be turned in on the students’ own time meaning before school or at break.
Organization: Students are expected to keep a well-organized large AP binder (2 ½” - 3”) of all course-related materials (e.g. syllabus, lecture notes, study guides, homework, quizzes, exams, handouts, etc.) at home. Students need to bring lecture notes and any other materials for the present unit every day. Once grading has been completed for a unit, students should file their materials in the large AP binder and keep until the end of the year. A sub-par notebook may result in points being deducted from the “homework” category.

Missed Exams: Students who are absent on a day a test is given must make-up the test on the day they return to class. If a student is absent for an extended period (e.g., more than five days), an appointment for making-up the test will be made. Complete loss of credit for an exam may result if the exam is not completed in a timely fashion. (See also "Homework Policy" above).
Participation: Students are expected to contribute in class discussions and effectively participate in class activities. Many of the class sessions will be seminars. In order for seminars to work, student preparation and participation is critical. Students who are "on the border" between grades at the semester may be given the higher grade if their overall participation has been commendable.
Most importantly, stay positive! Although this course is extremely challenging, many YLHS students have been very successful. You must believe in yourself and be willing to accept a few setbacks along the way in order to grow as a young scholar and as a person ("no pain, no gain"). Learn from your mistakes and setbacks, make adjustments, and try again. The prize at the end is worth it! You can do it!
Dear Student and Parents/Guardians,

I want to let you know how excited I am about this year.  I firmly believe that all students are capable of academic success if sincere effort is put forth on their part and if they have the support and encouragement of their family and teachers.  Achievement in the classroom is truly a team effort that requires the cooperation and diligence of everyone involved.  It is of the utmost importance that we are dedicated to our work and committed to excellence in all of our endeavors.  We have a lot to do this year, but if we all work hard and strive for success I am confident that we will achieve our goals.  Feel free to contact me at (714) 986-7500  ext.14425 or via e-mail at wlowry@pylusd.org.  Let’s have a great year!

Sincerely,

Ms. Lowry
Social Science 

Yorba Linda High School
Please sign the contract below and Honesty Policy form (on back) by Friday, September 9, 2011, after reading the syllabus.
I have thoroughly read and understand all of the classroom rules and procedures.  I agree to follow all of the rules and guidelines set out in this syllabus and to make every effort toward academic success.

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________

Parent Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Contact phone number: _________________________________________________________

Parent Email: _________________________________________________________________

Ms. Lowry


Yorba Linda High School





Cause-and-effect relationships


Comparative analysis


Making historical analogies


Inductive and deductive reasoning








