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        Honors Chemistry
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Ms. Jeri Braviroff  Room K-4 

e-mail:  jbraviroff@walnutvalley.k12.ca.us
I.  
Course Materials:

Text:

CHEMISTRY: Matter and Change (Glencoe Science; California edition)  

Notebook:
Highly recommended: Rigid-covered 3-ring binder, ring size at LEAST 1-1/2-inch.  Used for Chemistry only. 

Calculator:
Highly recommended: You will need a simple scientific calculator for homework and classwork.  YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO USE A GRAPHING CALCULATOR ON QUIZZES OR TESTS. 
II. 
Grading:

1. Grade will be based on a WEIGHTED percentage of points earned divided by points possible.  An “A” grade may only be earned if the student has at LEAST an 80.0% average on TEST scores.  The one lowest test grade will be dropped at the end of each semester.  
2. Grading Scale (overall weighted percentages):

89.5%+ = A (must have at least an 80.0% test average); 79.5%-89.4% = B; 69.5%-79.4% = C; 59.5%-69.4% = D; below 59.5% = F.  Plus or minus signs will be added to borderline grades. 
Weighting may be subject to change, but approximately 50% of your grade will be determined by test scores; 35% by homework and labs, and 15% by the final exam. 

3. EXTRA CREDIT: I do not offer extra credit. Ever. For anything (except IV.3. below).  

III. Makeup Policies:

1. DO NOT be absent on test days.  If you absolutely positively can’t come to school on a test day, you will be given a MORE DIFFICULT makeup test ON THE DAY YOU RETURN to school, during class.  If you do not take the makeup test on the day you return, you will get a zero on that test.  Students who are absent on more than one test day will LOSE the opportunity to make up any further tests; they will simply get a ZERO on any subsequent tests they miss. 
2. DO NOT be absent on lab days.  Labs require chemical and equipment setup that may only be available for that day.  If you are absent, you may not be able to make up the missed lab.

3. Homework that is due on the day you are absent must be presented at the beginning of the period on the day you return.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for finding out what assignments you’ve missed while you were absent.

4. Missed QUIZZES cannot be made up.

5. Only absences that are legally “Excused” will qualify for missed work to be made up.  This means ONLY illness or doctor / dentist appointments that are verified by parent call or note.  Field trips, vacations, court appearances, etc. are NOT considered “Excused” absences.  Your opportunity to make up work missed in these cases will be determined at the discretion of Ms. Braviroff.  Check with her BEFORE leaving!

IV. Classroom rules and Expectations:

1. NO CHEATING.  Everyone in this room is certainly intelligent enough to earn an A in this class without resorting to cheating.  Contrary to the common rationalizations that cheaters use to defend their indefensible behavior, NOT everyone else around you is doing it; you DON’T have to do it in order to get into Berkeley or UCLA or Yale; you WILL get caught; and it WILL go into your permanent record at WHS.
2. Smartphones , MP3 players, game consoles, or other digital devices must be POWERED OFF and placed at the end of your table during all tests, quizzes, and final exams.   If you have the device on you, you will be presumed to be cheating.    
3. If you skipped over #1 above, you’d better read this:  I offer a bounty on cheaters.  If cheating is reported to me and I catch the perpetrator(s), the person who reported it will receive 20 extra credit points.  He/She will, of course, remain anonymous.  I know how much all you honest students must resent the cheaters getting grades they don’t deserve or earn, so here’s your chance to turn them in and get some easy points of your own!  There’s nothing wrong with speaking up when you see cheating take place; there IS something wrong with knowing, but not doing anything. You may report cheating via email to me; your identity will never be revealed.  
4.  BE ON TIME!  The school-wide tardy policy will be enforced.  You are tardy if you are not IN YOUR SEAT when the tardy bell begins to ring. 
5. NO EATING OR DRINKING on lab days -- it’s unsafe to consume food and drink in a room where chemicals are used. Water bottles will be permitted on non-lab days. 
6. ALWAYS BRING YOUR TEXTBOOK, NOTEBOOK, AND CALCULATOR to class, every day.  You will not be allowed to leave class to go get forgotten homework or materials.  
7. ALWAYS FOLLOW MY INSTRUCTIONS AND ALL LABORATORY SAFETY RULES. 
>>>>>Print both pages; Keep These Guidelines in your Chemistry Notebook<<<<<
HAVE YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGN THIS PAGE, 

YOU SIGN IT AND PRINT YOUR NAME, AND TURN THIS PAGE IN TO MS. B.

We have read and understand the Honors Chemistry Course Guidelines 

for Mrs Braviroff’s class, and agree to abide by them.  

Student Name (PRINT)______________________ Student Signature:_____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________  Date:_________________________
