Frequently Asked Questions: 
I work in a Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math Career, and we would love to have an outreach booth at the WSCA Science Fair, how can I make this happen? 
We are always looking for ways to connect Western Sierra Students with STEM Professionals! Please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org and we will work with you to make this an opportunity for students to ask career questions, find out about your field, and share your passion for STEM. 
How can I volunteer to judge the science fair? 
Please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org and let us know a little bit about what types of projects (Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Psychology, etc.) you would be most excited to judge, and whether you would prefer to judge middle or high school. Thank you for volunteering, great judges make great science fairs! 
Sadly, we have a prior commitment and will be unable to attend the science fair, are students required to attend? 

Students are NOT required to attend the fair, but THEIR PROJECT must attend the fair until 6:00 PM. Because key parts of the science fair are occurring during class (presenting projects, etc.) your student may participate in the fair without any after school commitment, however their project board needs to stay after school for awards and games.  If your student cannot attend the fair, please make arrangements with another student or parent to collect your student’s board at 6:00 PM so that the scavenger hunt can be won! (If your board is missing, we’ll miss your information!)

Who will be grading my student? Will science fair judging impact my student’s grade?

Only classroom teachers are qualified to grade student projects. Project grading will be based on the rubric established by your classroom teacher.  Judging will be separate from classroom grades and will reflect the judges expertise in their subject area as well as the merit of the project.  

Will my student missing the science fair hurt their grade?

No, because the classroom teacher will be grading the project, not a judge. Missing the fair may impact some judging, because the student will not be able to communicate with judges and answer their questions. 

What prizes will be awarded? Who is awarding them?
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the middle school division, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the high school division, and 1st place overall. These will be determined by the judges. Judges will also give awards to projects with special merit as determined by their field of expertise ("Judges Choice" Awards). In addition, docent’s awards will be given by advanced biology students for specific categories such as “Most environmentally friendly project,”  “Einstein Award,” etc. If you would like to join our prize committee, or donate a science fair prize please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org 

Tell me more about the scavenger hunt, who can participate?
Scavenger hunt teams can be made up of four students of any grade level and their families, teams will need to write down the title of the project and project number on their hunt sheet. The scavenger hunt is a competition designed to encourage families and students to look at as many projects as possible. All students are invited to participate regardless of their grade. If you would like to help prepare the science scavenger hunt or join our committee, please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org for more information. 

What is the passport parade? Where can I get a science fair passport?
The passport parade is a sticker-collecting activity for elementary students encouraging them to talk about science with middle and high school students. Students will find projects or complete activities to fill their card with stickers and then trade their completed cards in for a certificate of merit. High school students will be standing by with stickers, please have the elementary student ask for one when they have completed an activity listed on the passport. Passports will be available at the welcoming table at the entrance to the fair. If you would like to help with the passport parade, please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org 

What events will occur at the fair?
At 4:30 demonstrations will occur in the downstairs commons area. Please come watch our science teachers and students show off some of their cool science tricks!  High School students will be doing hands-on activities with students from 4:00-4:30 at different locations around the building. Watch for the balloons, participate, and collect stickers for your passport! If you would like to help with event setup or tear-down please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org

When is the awards ceremony?
The awards ceremony for WSCA students will begin at 5:00 in the gym. Students do not need to be present to win an award.

When does the science fair officially end?
The fair is over at 6:00 PM. If you cannot take your board with you, please arrange for someone else to give your science fair board a ride home at 6:00 PM so that it can be used for the scavenger hunt!

Why does my student’s board need to stay until 6PM? 
So that other students may use the information on it for the passport parade and scavenger hunt! Their contribution to the science fair is vital to the success of the night!

Will there be food at the fair?
Yes, but we are still forming a committee to help with this and iron out the details. If you would like to volunteer to help with food, please email sciencefair@rocklinacademy.org. 



