Your own Political Party!

Now that you know the spectrum of political parties, you are going to make your OWN political party! 

Directions:
1. Choose your team of 3-4 people.

2. Although you are working together, all members must individually record their work in their notebook.
3. Use the textbook and your notes to complete the assignment.

4. Please read through the entire assignment before you begin working.

Create your Political Party’s Platform

a. Select 4-5 focus issues.  Create a chart displaying this information (right page). (Make the chart fairly large, because you will be filling in additional information for each issue)
(Name of Party)’s Political Platform

	
	Issue
	Our Position & Explanation

	#1 
	
	(this is your foundation/focus of campaign)

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	


i. Select 4-5 issues that your party wants to address.  Your goal is to gain public support, so all issues need to appeal to a broad section of the voting public. But remember you must also be realistic in your promises and stay true to your party’s beliefs. 

ii. Among the 4-5 issues, choose one issue that will be your most important campaign issue.  This will be the foundation and focus of your campaign.  

iii. Issues include: Immigration, Abortion, Taxes, Death Penalty, Education, Environment, Gun Control, Social Security, Defense, Military, Healthcare, etc.

b. Decide on your party’s policy positions. 

i. Now that you know which issues your party is targeting, you need to decide what your party’s policy/position is on those issues. 

ii. If you get into power what are you going to do in those areas to make things better? 

iii. (Fill in this information on the chart)
c. Name your party. 

i. Make sure the name of your party is catchy, easy to remember, and is relevant to your party’s main issues. 

ii. You will also need to decide on a logo and symbol for your party.  Remember not to make it too complicated.  Add this to the page where you have created your chart.

d. Select your candidate. 

i. Decide first what sort of qualities your candidate should have in order to appeal to as wide a range of voters as possible. 

ii. Pick the group member who has these qualities and who can best represent the views of your party. 

Get Support: 
After you have completed your political party’s platform, you then need to gain public support.  You will need to use the talents and skills of your campaign team and work together.  If you have any ideas that you think might be useful to another member of your team then don’t forget to share them.  Decide which person in your group will do each job (try to use each person’s talents and skills).  Work on these positions in class and finish them for homework.

1. Manifesto writer: Needs to be good with words and well organized.
2. Speech writer: The candidate should do this job themselves with help from the rest of the group.
3. Poster Designer: Should be artistic enough to produce an eye-catching design.
4. Press officer: Will have to write the press release given to the newspapers and help the candidate with press conferences.
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Job Descriptions
These are the directions for each team member’s job.  (Please complete your assignment on a right-page in your notebook.  The title is your job description)

THE MANIFESTO

The manifesto should discuss the issues you have identified and then explain how your party is going to deal with them. Make sure that the manifesto is not too complicated, is easy to read and is not too long. Think carefully about how the pamphlet should be laid out, and folded, and whether it should include images such as the party logo or a photograph of the candidate. What information other than your party’s policies should the manifesto contain? Remember you want to appeal to the voters not scare them away so don’t use too much writing and put your party’s policies over as clearly and simply as you can.

THE SPEECH

The speech needs to outline all your party’s policies and explain your plan for dealing with them. You need to convince the voters that you as the candidate, and your party are the best suited to run the country. As the candidate you need to show that you really care about the issues you are talking about. You will need to decide when to use humor and when to be serious and whether to be critical of the opposition or to concentrate on the strengths of your own party instead. You may want to use short, easily remembered phrases (‘soundbites’) and consider what, if any visual aids you want to use. Your speech is only going to be 3 minutes long so get your points across clearly and practice it once it is written. You may be asked to answer questions from journalists, so are you prepared on every issue?



THE PARTY POSTER

The party poster is another important tool used to attract voters. You need to tell the voters what your party’s policies are in an exciting, eye-catching way. Try not to use too many words, but include all the information that you think is important. Decide carefully on what images to use: you might want to include the party’s logo or symbol for example. You will need to think about which voters you are appealing to with the poster, and where the posters will be displayed. Remember that the heading at the top of the poster is the first thing that people will read: does it give the right message about your party? (Use a blank piece of paper and include colors, cutouts, drawings, etc.)
THE PRESS RELEASE

The press release needs to have a clear message about your party. It should have a short but attention grabbing headline to attract the reader and hold their attention. You could include surveys and statistics to support your campaign and maybe some quotations from famous people who will vote for you, explaining their reasons. You need to also think about who the audience will be and which newspapers it will feature in. Above all the press release needs to highlight what your party considers to be the most important issue in the election. The press release should be around 100-150 words long.
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Press Release

BIG

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

Local candidate _______________________________ promises that the future will be better if elected to represent the area. Speaking to an enthusiastic group of students at _______________________________, the candidate presented an impressive platform of promises:
If _______________________________ is elected, the future will be better because:

• ______________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________________________________

In a straw poll conducted by Gallup, 95% of those surveyed said they would like to see a candidate win who they could trust to build a better future. Jane Smith, Headteacher of Brookmore Secondary School, said, “I want to vote for someone who is going to make this place even better. That’s why I am voting for ______________________________.”

For more information about the campaign to elect _______________________________ contact Joe Smith at 555-5555
Notes to Editors

Candidate _______________________________ is a committed local citizen.  _______________________________ previously served as a school principal, a National Education Trustee, and Governor of _______________________.
