Westerberg, English 5-6 H

DOGVILLE

Socratic Seminar Questions

1. What is Tom Edison Jr.’s purpose in holding the meeting at the beginning of the film?

2. Why does the town agree to harbor Grace?

3. Why does the town turn on her? Imprison her?

4. Why does Tom turn her in?

5. Why does Grace decide to slaughter the whole town? What does her father say that convinces her to exact revenge on Dogville? Paraphrase the conversation Grace has with her father in the car – about arrogance. Why does she insist on watching and why does she kill Tom herself?

6. How is the setting of Dogville similar to that of The Scarlet Letter? How are the townspeople similar?

7. How is Tom similar to and different from Dimmesdale?

8. How is Grace similar to and different from Hester?
9. How is the ending of the film different from the ending of the novel?

10. What thematic differences and similarities do these endings have?

11. Any symbols you found in common?
