English 12: Music Analysis Project

Prompt: Choose a song, and then compose a well-written essay that: (1) describes its background, (2) analyzes its literary features, and (3) provides a reflection of its importance through your own personal experience.

The following guidelines will help you to be successful in this assignment:

· Choose a song. The piece you choose must be appropriate to the classroom and should contain lyrics with suitable depth of meaning.

· Research the lyrics of the song. Lyrics may be researched online. Keep in mind that lyrics must be appropriate to the classroom and that any vulgar or obscene words should be deleted. You’ll need a copy of the lyrics to attach to your essay.

· Analyze and interpret the song. Listen closely for the artist’s use of diction (word choice), repetition, figurative language (like metaphors and symbols), and other literary elements common to poetry. Find specific passages that will support a particular interpretation. Keep in mind that this should be an original interpretation of the song, not one “borrowed” or stolen from online sources.
· Write your essay. Keep in mind that your paper must contain three distinct sections: background on the song, a literary interpretation, and a reflection.
· Your essay must be a minimum of two complete pages (but it may be longer). Do not add an additional space between paragraphs. 

· Your paper must follow general MLA format, including:

· It must be typed on standard 8.5 x 11-inch paper.

· Double-space the text of your paper and use a legible font like Times New Roman or Courier. The font size should be 12 pt. 

· Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks.

· Set the margins of your document to one inch on all sides. Indent the first line of a paragraph one half-inch (five spaces or press Tab once) from the left margin. 

· In the upper left-hand corner of the page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. 

· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) again and center the title. Don't underline your title or put it in quotation marks. 

· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) between the title and the first line of the text. 

· Your discussion of the background of the song should include: the name of the artist or group, the title of the song (in quotation marks), the name of the album or collection (italicized), the publishing date, the style of music it represents, and any other relevant information.
· Analyze the song as if it were a poem, mentioning literary devices such as: diction, imagery, symbolism, personification, metaphor, and theme. Include a minimum of four direct quotes from the lyrics to support your interpretation.
· Your reflection should describe, in detail, a moment from your life that this song brings to mind. Be sure to describe the moment using vibrant imagery, and then draw a clear connection between the song and the moment.

· Using your essay as a foundation, compose a brief three to five minute speech in which you will present the three areas of your essay to the class. Your speech should briefly mention the song’s background, provide an adequate interpretation of its meaning, and include a reflection of an experience from your life the song recalls. Refrain from reading your essay to the class; the speech should simply highlight the major points of your paper. You may play a one minute excerpt from the song some time during your speech.
Scoring:

_____ (10): Format


The essay is at least two complete pages and follows MLA style. 

_____ (10): Background


The writer provides adequate background to the song.

_____ (30): Literary Interpretation and Analysis


The writer provides a thorough analysis of the thought and meaning provided in the song and includes a minimum of four quotes as support.

_____ (10): Reflection


The writer provides a descriptive reflection of a moment in his or her life which the song recalls. A clear connection is drawn between the moment and the song.

_____ (10): Grammar and Mechanics


The essay is free from grammatical errors.

_____ (70): Essay (FW)

_____ (30): Speech


The speech is clear, audible and details all three major components of the essay. The speaker is able to engage the audience. The speech lasts between three and five minutes.

_____ (30): Speech (EPQ)
