Webquest: The Human Toll of the Great Depression

Standard 11.6.3: Discuss the human toll of the Depression, natural disasters, and unwise agricultural practices and their effects on the depopulation of rural regions and on political movements of the left and right, with particular attention to the Dust Bowl refugees and their social and economic impacts in California. 

The Task: 
How were people's lives altered by the Great Depression? What were their experiences? Why was it considered Great? In order to answer these questions, you need to "meet" those affected. As a young person in this time period, you will describe your "personal" experience during the Depression and that of three other people you meet on your trek across the country in search of better conditions. Your task is to write three letters or diary entries in which you discuss, in detail, the conditions and people you met. 

The Process: 
On the second page of the webquest: The Great Depression there is a list of resources which pertain to students and youth during the Depression. Based on the documents you find on these websites, create an identity (it can be similar or different from your own) from which to view how the Depression has affected other people. It is important to recognize what your perspective is and how that will affect the way you see, analyze, and interpret events. 

Along with your letters or diary entries, include a poem, song, drawing, or cartoon of your own creation which helps to communicate the experience. 

Each project must: 
A) contain historically accurate content. 
B) be written in a style appropriate for your character. 
C) be creative and clear. 
D) provide a description of where you are and who you have met. 
E) include a poem, cartoon, song, or drawing of your own creation that is appropriate to the time period and complementary to the situation/event/person being described. 

· You will be evaluated on historical accuracy, creativity, and grammar.
· Must be at least 2 pages
* The Webquest: The Great Depression can be found on Santiagohs. org
Name ____________

Due Date _________

Period ___________ 
* Attach this rubric on top of your assignment.
Grading Rubric:

	Grading Criteria
	Points Possible
	Points Received

	Contains historically accurate content.
	10
	

	Written in a style appropriate for character.
	2
	

	Creative and clear.
	3
	

	Contains a description of where you are and who you have met.
	2
	

	Includes a poem, cartoon, song, or drawing of your own creation that is appropriate to the time period and complementary to the situation/event/person being described.

	3
	

	Two pages, typed, double-spaced/grammar
	5
	

	TOTAL:
	25
	


Comments: 
