MR. PEÑA’S       (       UNITED STATES HISTORY – SYLLABUS       (      email: rxp4763@lausd.net

INTRODUCTION:

This course will examine the history of the United States from the colonization period to the present.  It will touch on the lives of Americans, their diverse traditions as well as their common experiences. The course is designed to inform students about who they are as citizens of the United States and how past events have shaped the world we live in today. Historical periods that will be emphasized include the Constitutional period, major events of the 19th century, World War I, The Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement and events that have occurred during the past 30 years.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
What you are expected to learn in this class is not just a select group of facts; instead, you will be asked to develop your own personal interpretation of American history. What does the history of this country mean to you? Is it a history filled with heroic deeds performed by heroic people? Is it a history of discrimination highlighted by the struggle of ordinary people to overcome that discrimination? Is it a history of wars and other conflicts fought to protect the “American Dream” from foreign tyranny? Or is it a socioeconomic history fought between the ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ or the struggle by the minority against the tyranny of the majority?

This course is, ultimately, about you--how you internalize history, how you make sense of information, how you use your knowledge of historical events to come to an understanding of how history shapes our lives today, and how history can be used to make our lives better.

GUIDING QUESTION: Throughout the course, students will focus on the following question: 

( How has the history of our country shaped our lives? 

STANDARDS:
   ( 11.1 ~ Students analyze the significant events surrounding the founding of the nation and its

     attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of

     independence.

   ( 11.2 ~ Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural to

     urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.

   ( 11.4 ~ Students trace the rise of the US to its role as a world power in the 20th century.

   ( 11.5 ~ Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural

     developments of the 1920’s.

   ( 11.6 ~ Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal

     fundamentally changed the role of the federal government.

   ( 11.7 ~ Students analyze the American participation in World War II.

   ( 11.8 ~ Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II

     America.

   ( 11.9 ~ Students analyze United States foreign policy since World War II.

   ( 11.10 ~ Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.

CLASSROOM POLICIES: This class operates on a strict set of self-explanatory rules.

BE PROMPT
 ~ BE PREPARED ~ BE PRODUCTIVE ~ BE POLITE

My expectations for this class are simple. Each member of our learning community will be ready to learn when the bell sounds (PROMPT), with all necessary materials (PREPARED), so that you can make a positive contribution to your class (PRODUCIVE). All school rules regarding attendance and behavior apply to this classroom. Being prompt means you are in your seat when the bell rings. If you are late you will be marked tardy. Chronic tardiness will negatively impact your grade. Everything we do in this class is based on respect (POLITE). RESPECT means not speaking out of turn, raising your hand when asking or answering a question, listening to others, allowing others to speak, and refraining from any form of disruption that infringes on our ability to learn.
CONSEQUENCES: As a junior, you have had ample time to develop a sense of personal responsibility. This means that I will expect nothing less than your personal best in my class. Coming to class unprepared - without textbook, notebook, and other required materials – will result in a loss of points. 

I reserve the right to handle discipline problems as needed, and as prescribed by Bell High School and Los Angeles Unified School District policies.

EVALUATION & HOMEWORK: Your grade in this class will be based on the following areas of performance.


( DISPATCHES/WARM-UPS = 5%


( QUIZZES = 10%

( PORTFOLIO CHECKS = 20%

( PROJECTS = 20%

( ESSAYS / EXAMS = 25%

( RESEARCH PAPER =10%



( FINAL  = 10%
MAKEUP WORK:

A student with an excused absence will be allowed to makeup work, but only after receiving approval from Mr. Peña. Unexcused absences will result in zero credit for work missed, and will have a negative impact on subsequent learning. In other words, COME TO CLASS!!! Upon your return from an absence, it is your responsibility to see me about making up any missed assignments and/or tests.

MATERIALS & HINTS: The following list describes the materials you will need for this class and also provides some helpful tips that will make your time in this class more productive and enjoyable!

( A three-ring binder with college ruled paper .  The binder will serve as a portfolio that will

document your growth over the course of the semester. It will be collected and graded numerous times

throughout the semester.

( Textbook: The Americans

( Pen(s), pencil(s), and highlighters are highly recommended

( Be prepared to contribute to the class on a daily basis


( Expect daily assignments in the form of dispatches (warm-ups), handouts, articles, questions, etc.


( Expect homework assignments, essays, current events, etc.
GRADING SCALE:
  

90 -  100%
A                               

 

80 -    89%
B                                

  

70 -     79%
C                                



69  (

F
 

( Note that there are NO “D” GRADES awarded for the class. Additionally, the class is a GRADUATION

   REQUIREMENT.
( Mr. Peña reserves the right to amend elements of the syllabus to meet the needs of diverse learners. This

   includes, but is not limited to, assignments and grading requirements. 
ACKNOWLEGEMENT SIGNATURES:

The terms and conditions of the class have been clearly explained to me by Mr. Peña. I understand that there are no “D” grades given in this class and have taken the time to explain this information to my parent(s)/guardian(s) who fully understand and accept the terms outlined in this syllabus. My parents know that if they have any questions or concerns about my progress in the class that they can contact Mr. Peña by email: rxp4763@lausd.net or by setting up an appointment with the school by calling 323-832-4700.
____________________________________   
         ____________________________________  Signature of Student & Date
 


          Signature of Parent/Guardian & Date
Parent Home Phone #______________________
         Parent Cell Phone #: _______________________

Parent Email: ___________________________
          Student Email: ___________________________ 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS (35% OF GRADE)





SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS


(65% OF GRADE)








