
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Timed Writing Rubric
	Introduction
	

	Creative title and engaging opening that connect thematically to your topic/thesis

Segue from hook
Title of work, correctly punctuated; for author use “anonymous” or 

“unknown poet”
2-3 sentences of background that lead into thesis statement—beginning with broad statements 
and getting more specific
Thesis that is a clear, complex, and detailed argument


Sub-points that directly and specifically introduce body paragraph topic sentences
	

---___ /10 points


	Body Paragraphs
	



	Topic sentences that are clear, argumentative, directly support thesis, reiterate 
thesis sub-points in introduction, and give the main topic for the whole paragraph 
Transitions into textual evidence giving necessary context
Ample textual evidence that is accurate, well-integrated, that clearly follow and directly support arguments
Explanation and analysis of evidence that is in-depth and text-based and that 

follows quotes

	___ /40 points

	Conclusion


	

	Reiteration/ summing up of what you’ve argued and demonstrated throughout 
your paper using fresh language and phrasing

Closure that extends ideas of paper to more universal themes and brings 
your paper to a satisfying finish





	___ /10 points

	Conventions / Grammar / Mechanics / Punctuation / Spelling / Quoting

	

	 Well proof-read/few errors or typos
“You,” “one,” and “I” avoided 
“this quote” avoided; vague “this” avoided
Present tense used consistently 
Basic MLA format, including for citations (line numbers used)
Quotes correctly integrated and formatted





	___ /10 points

	Style

	

	Too much summary avoided; genre referenced correctly; literary terms 

used (correctly); varied phrasing, vocabulary, smooth transitions; vivid verbs; 

fluid prose; active voice; crisp, clear language used; unnecessary wordiness eschewed; overall flow and logical structure
	___ /10 points

	Total
	___ /80 points


