Internal Assessment Outline

Stage 1: Understanding the Original Study
Getting started on the Internal Assessment (IA) first requires a close look at the study you will partially replicate. Once you have read the original study identify the following from the study (for those articles that report multiple experiments, only outline and identify the one you plan to partially replicate).

1. Hypothesis

2. Independent Variable(s)

3. Dependent Variable

4. Primary findings that you hope to replicate

Now that you have a basic idea of the study that is to be replicated, it is important to understand the methods of the original study. Outline below the original study’s methodology according to the provided subheadings (for those articles that report multiple experiments, only outline and identify the one you plan to partially replicate). 

Methods

Design



Participants/Participants


Materials and origins of those materials


Procedure

Basic Findings/Psychological Significance

It won’t be necessary to highlight all of the results, but be sure you have the key means listed above. Keep in mind that you will want to compare your means to those of the original study. 

Discussion

Below outline/explain/summarize what the original study found (connect the results back to the hypothesis). Also, be sure to consider the psychological significance of the study’s findings.

Stage 2: The Internal Assessment 

With the original study firmly under control, it is time to begin your partial replication. Establish the following per subsection. Be sure to think carefully through these. The more thought you give this now, the smoother the experimental and writing process will be later.

As you fill this part out, be sure to follow the IA Rubric
Introduction

Aim/Hypothesis:

Independent Variable:


Dependent Variable:


Second study you will cite/include in your introduction and why?
Methods 
Experimental Design Options

1. Repeated Measures/Within Participants Design:  This design is used when researchers use the same participants in each condition (experimental and control). This design allows researchers to compare any change of the dependent variable across changes to the independent variable within participants. Strengths of this design are that it controls for subject variables which could confound the study, and assists researchers when the subject/participant pool is small.
2. Independent Measures/Between Participants Design: This design is used when researchers use different participants in each condition (experimental and control). This design allows researchers to compare the influence or affects of different experimental conditions across participants while lessening the possibility of demand characteristics impacting the study. 

Design and justification:
Control Condition:
Participants: What classes will you use?  Who are the teachers and when will you ask for his or her permission? Do you have the consent forms distributed and returned?

Materials: what group member will responsible for each instrument? All materials should be 

             cleared by me prior to use
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Procedure Outline
Results
A good way to prepare to analyze data even before collecting it is to have a clear idea of what you will do with you data. That is, how will you organize it? 
What are the means, medians, and modes that you will calculate? 

What graphs do you plan on making? What will be on each axis?
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