
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA)
A public service announcement (PSA) is a non-commercial ‘advertisement’ - typically on radio or television, but also seen in magazines and newspapers - broadcast for the public good. Sometimes, a celebrity promotes a foundation and asks for support to be given by viewers or listeners. An example being Michael J. Fox's PSAs supporting research into Parkinson’s disease, from which he suffers. Some are public awareness campaigns, such as the PSAs on television against smoking or drugs, or the magazine ads dealing with teen pregnancy.  These usually appeal to the audience’s emotions, especially with the emotion of fear.
	PROMPT: Take a strong moral stand on an issue that concerns you, such as a social injustice, school violence, or teen pregnancy. Create a public service announcement in which you motivate the audience to adopt your views. You may work in partners or individually.

1. Decide on the issue that you will tackle
2. Come up with an APPEAL plan of attack (i.e. how will you get people to do what you want them to?):
PATHOS: Emotional appeal (i.e. make audience laugh, cry, feel fearful with disturbing/scary images or messages)
ETHOS: appeal to Ethics/Credibility (i.e. endorsement)
LOGOS: appeal to logic (i.e. facts & statistics)
*** You must use at least one, but a combination of a few could be more effective depending on the issue ***
** Rhetorical devices (i.e. see “Life in the New World” worksheet) can be used with all three appeals **
3. Create your PSA for a national magazine print campaign (8 ½ x11)
4. TYPE a PSA analysis:
· Paragraph 1: What is the issue? What is the PSA trying to accomplish? Who is the target group for the PSA?
· Paragraphs 2 - ?: What appeal(s) and rhetorical device(s) are used in the PSA? Give specific examples from the PSA to show what persuasive devices are being used. How are these devices especially effective for reaching the target group?
5. HARD WORK & ORIGINALITY will be REWARDED!!!
You will be graded based on the time and effort that appears to have been put into your Public Service Announcement. Creativity and amazing work will be rewarded accordingly. DUE: ___________________


PSA RUBRIC

Student(s) name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Chosen Issue: ___________________________________________________________
 Period: _______
Total Score: ___________
	REQUIRED ELEMENTS
	POINTS POSSIBLE
	POINTS EARNED

	Clearly focused on a specific issue with a specific audience in mind?
	15
	

	Uses/explains effective appeal(s) and rhetorical devices?
	20
	

	Creativity and hard work are evident?
	5
	

	Complete and clear, free of mechanical and grammatical errors?
	5
	

	Analysis is typed and formatted according to the YLHS Style Guide?
	5
	

	TOTAL
	



