Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare

Act III, scenes i-iii

Act III, scene i 
Hero and Ursula trick Beatrice

Hero and Ursula criticize Beatrice. What do they say about her, so that she will overhear the criticisms.

“Disdain and scorn ride sparkling in her eyes,

Misprizing what they look on, and her wit

Values itself so highly that to her

All matter seems weak. She cannot love,

Nor take no shape nor project of affection,

She is so self-endeared” (III.i.).

1. What is “wit?”



2. What is “disdain?”



3. What is “scorn?”



4. What does it mean to “misprize” what one “looks upon?”





5. What does Hero mean when she says that Beatrice’s “wit / Values itself so highly that to her / All matter seems weak?”








6. What does Hero mean when she says that Beatrice “cannot love…[because]… / She is so self-endeared?”
“…I will requite thee,

Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand.

If thou dost love, my kindness shall incite thee

To bind our loves up in a holy band.

For others say thou dost deserve, and I

Believe it better than reportingly” (III.i.).
1. What is unrequited love?


2. What then is requited love?




3. Beatrice says that she will “tame” her wild heart to Benedick’s loving hand. What does she mean? What does this statement imply?







4. What does Beatrice mean when she suggests that she would like Benedick “To bind our loves up in a holy band?” 





Act III, scene iv : Margaret and Hero discuss what Hero will wear on her wedding day.
Margaret is very naughty; she makes bawdy jokes which embarrass Hero.

Hero: “God give me joy to wear it, for my heart is exceedingly heavy.”
Margaret: “Twill be heavier soon by the weight of a man.

Hero: “Fie upon thee! Art not ashamed!”
Margaret: “Of what, lady? Of speaking honourably?....Is there any harm in “heavier for a husband”? None, I think, an it be the right husband and the right wife. Otherwise, “tis light and not heavy.”


1. In her first remark Hero says that what is heavy and weighs her down?

2. What does Margaret say in response?
Margaret suggests that shortly, Hero will be weighed down by the weight of what?






3. How does Hero respond to this bawdy remark?




4. What two things does Margaret mean when she says that a good marriage is heavy and not light—if it is the right husband? 

Hint: Could Margaret be also talking about the weight of passion?




5. Margaret is not embarrassed by what she says which suggests what?



6. Hero’s embarrassment suggests that she is what? 
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