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Macbeth Study Guide Questions 
Directions: Complete the reading questions below on a separate piece of paper.  

Act II, scenes i-ii
1. Where and when does the scene open? Who is Fleance?
2. What evidence suggests that Banquo is nervous and agitated?

3. What does Banquo say about the Weird Sisters?  What lie does Macbeth tell Banquo about the Weird Sisters?

4. After Banquo leaves, Macbeth delivers a soliloquy. What does he say he sees? In how many ways does he see it?  Is he becoming stronger or weaker in will and determination than he reveals himself to be in Act One?

5. What does the bell signal?

6. What does Lady Macbeth do to the grooms?

7. How does the first half of Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy contrast with the second half?  What causes the change?

8. Why doesn’t Lady Macbeth commit the murder herself?

9. Describe the things that Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth he heard that upset him.  What is Lady Macbeth’s reaction to Macbeth?

10. What part of the murder plan does Macbeth fail to complete?  What is Lady Macbeth’s response?

Act II, sc iii-iv

1. The Porter’s scene, or the “knocking at the gate,” is a much debated scene by scholars, but many agree it is the typical comic relief scene seen in Shakespeare’s plays. What do you suppose the dramatic point of a comic relief scene is? 
2. Why is the Porter’s soliloquy in prose rather than poetry? What lines contain the bawdy humor so often found in these scenes?
3. How is the theme of “a crime against nature” expressed in this scene (scene 3)?
4. Who finds Duncan’s dead body?  What is his reaction?

5. How do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth react after “learning” of Duncan’s death?

6. What happens to the guards?  What is Macbeth’s explanation?

7. What decision do Malcolm and Donalbain make after their father’s death?

8. What additional natural or “unnatural” events further reinforce the “crime against nature” theme?

9. At the end of Act II, who is believed to have bribed the guards to kill Duncan?
10. In what ceremony will Macbeth participate? How did this honor happen to fall upon Macbeth?
