ANARCHY IN EUROPE

1890-1919
REVIEW MATERIALS

(Refer to the chapter headings/sub-headings to determine the reading order)

Princeton Review Guide
Chapter 12: Global Wars (read WWI and Russian Revolution, stop at “Inter War Years” subheading) 

Modern European History
Chapter 27: The Age of Imperialism

Chapter 28: the Coming of the First World War

Chapter 29: The First World War

Chapter 30: Soviet Russia Under Lenin and Stalin

Palmer section 78: Imperialism--Its Nature and Causes

1. How did the “new imperialism” differ from the colonialism of earlier times? How was European rule generally imposed?

2. Discuss the motives that lay behind European expansion in the late nineteenth century. Of what relative importance were  a) economic pressures  b) the quest for security   c) nonpolitical and non economic motives?

3. With what “mission” was imperialism identified? How would you evaluate the attitude expressed in the lines by Kipling?

Palmer section 85: The International Anarchy

1. Why were both the French and the British concerned about German aspirations after 1870?

2. Explain how the Continent became divided by 1894 into two opposed camps. What developments led the British to abandon their “splendid isolation”?

3. How did the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand lead to the outbreak of a general European war?

4. How would you assess the responsibility of each of countries involved in the events of 1914? What role did the alliance system play?

Palmer section 86: The Armed Stalemate

1. What happened to the German Schlieffen Plan when it was put into operation? How did the Battle of the Marne affect the character of the war?

2. How would you summarize the major military campaigns of 1915 and 1916? What was the general state of affairs at the end of 1916?

3. How did each side appeal to discontented nationalist groups? Why could the allies be more successful?

4. How would you describe President Wilson’s attitude toward the war and toward the two opposing alliances in the early years of the war? 

Palmer section 87: The Collapse of Russia and the Intervention of the United States

1. What effect did revolutionary events in Russia in 1917 have on the First World War? Explain the significance of the treaty of Brest-Litovsk.

2. Why did President Wilson change his opinion of the war? Why did he call for American entry?

3. Describe the nature and outcome of   a) the military campaigns on the Western Front in 1917   and  b) the German offensive in the West in the spring of 1918. What were the results of the Allied offensive?

4. How did the casualties of the United States compare with those of the other combatants? What is suggested as the major significance of American participation in the war? Palmer section 88 on next page
Palmer section 88: The Collapse of the Austrian and German Empire

1. What happened to the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the close of the war?

2. Explain the position taken by Ludendorff and the German High Command in the autumn of 1918. What government and constitutional changes did they insist on?

Palmer section 89: The Economic and Social Impact of the War

1. What impact did the First World War have upon private enterprise and the economy? In what specific ways did wartime governments control economic activities?

2. How did the war change the economic and financial status of the United States?, and how did it affect industrialized countries outside of Europe?

3. To what extent did governments during the war attempt to control ideas? With what consequences?

Palmer section 90: The Peace of Paris

1. On what principles did Woodrow Wilson desire peace to be established? Why did he hope for a new kink of peace settlement?

2. Describe the personality and political outlook of the other Big Four statesmen. Why did Wilson and Lloyd George object to the French attitudes and proposals with respect to Germany?

3. Summarize and discuss the major agreements reached at the peace conference concerning  a) territorial changes   b) German colonies    c) German naval/military power    and  d) reparations

4. How would you evaluate the success and the wisdom of the Treaty of Versailles? What sources of future trouble might be anticipated?

Palmer section 93: The Revolution of 1917

1. How was the crisis of March 1917 precipitated? What revolutionary events followed?

2. Describe the program of the Provisional Government and the obstacles it faced.

3. Explain the appeal of Lenin’s program. Under what circumstances did the Bolsheviks seize power? Describe the new machinery of government.

4. What action did Lenin take with respect to the war? Why did he accept the Brest-Litovsk treaty?

5. Which groups resisted the new regime in the civil war? What role did the Allied governments play? What factors helped the Bolsheviks to triumph?

Palmer section 94: The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

1. Why was the problem of nationalities important in Russia? How did the tsarist and Soviet regimes attempt to deal with it?

2. What link was there between party and government in the Soviet Union? How were decisions arrived at in the party?

3. Explain the background, nature, and results of the New Economic Policy (NEP). 

4. What role did Stalin play in the struggle for power that took place in the years immediately following Lenin’s death. What criticisms did Trotsky level at the Soviet regime in 1925-1926?

Palmer section 95: Stalin--The Five-Year Plans and the Purges

1. explain the objectives of the First Five Year Plan and the system established to carry it out.

2. Explain the origins and nature of the collectivization program in agriculture. At what cost was it accomplished?

3. What generalizations may be made about the growth of industry and of production under the Five Year Plans? Explain the qualifications that must be made about Soviet economic growth. 

4. How would you evaluate the effects of the Five Year Plans on Soviet society? To what extent was economic equality realized or sought?

5. describe the purges and purge trials of the 1930’s. What was their net result?

Palmer section 96: The International Impact of Communism

1. How was international socialism affected by the First World War and by the Russian Revolution?

2. What events led to the founding of the Third International? What role did the Russian party play in its creation and operation?

3. Explain the stages through which the Comintern passed in the years following its inception.

UNIT VIII TERMS

Palmer section 78: Imperialism--Its Nature and Causes

terms:
54. imperialism     55. "new imperialism"/neo-mercantilism     

56. Hobson/Lenin "surplus capital"      57. Europe's need for imports      58. "semi-colonial" Russia      59. Joseph Chamberlain     60. the "crusade" of imperialism 

Palmer section 85: The International Anarchy

terms:
1. "place in the sun"     2. Triple Alliance     3. Russian-German Re-Insurance Treaty      4. Franco-Russian Alliance 1894    5. "splendid isolation"    6. Admiral Mahan--naval arms race    7. Triple Entente    8. second Morocco Crisis-1911    9. Slavic Revival     
10. Bachlau 1908--secret agreement     11. Serb frustration--causes     12. Archduke Ferdinand--why assassinated?

13 the "blank checks" (Germany to Austria; France to Russia)

Palmer section 86: The Armed Stalemate

terms:
14. Schlieffen Plan     15. First Battle of the Marne     16. the machine gun    

17. Battle of Verdun     18. "They shall not pass"     19. Battle of the Somme     20 "contraband"     

21. U-boats      22. Lusitania      23. Battle of Jutland     24. Secret Treaty of London       

25. Zimmerman Telegram              26. Balfour Note 1917        27. Armenian Diaspora 1915        

28. German war aims--1914-1918    

Palmer section 87: The Collapse of Russia and the Intervention of the United States

Palmer section 88: The Collapse of the Austrian and German Empire


terms:

29. German "export" of Bolsheviks to Russia      30. Treaty of Brest-Litovsk            

31. USA entry into war--WHY?    32. General Ludendorf--"saving the army"     33. Kaiser Wilhelm's abdication--WHY?     34. rise of the Weimar Republic--why?     
35. "stabbed in the back"     

Palmer section 89: The Economic and Social Impact of the War

terms:
36. "planned economies"   37. wartime role of women      38. German "war socialism"              39. economic effects of war    40. WWI--growth of propaganda 

Palmer section 90: The Peace of Paris 

McKay pp. 1060-1066

terms:
41. Five Treaties of 1919      42. Wilson’s "Fourteen Points"     43. the "Big Four"-personalities and interests     44. League of Nations     45. French demands for peace      
46. Polish Corridor     47. Sudeten Germans     48. League "mandates"     49. German 
military--restrictions      

50. German reparations      51. "war guilt" clause    
52. cordon sanitaire      53. problems with Versialles

Palmer section 93: The Revolution of 1917

terms:
61. Petrograd Soviet     62. Provisional Government     63. July Offensive 1917      64. Congress of Soviets         65. Constituent Assembly--dissolution           66. Cheka        67. "war communism"        68. Reds vs. Whites    69. the "Red Terror"

Palmer section 94: The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

terms:
70. USSR's "guiding conception"      71. "parallelism"      72. importance of "The Party"

 73. NEP      74. Stalin vs. Trotsky       

Palmer section 95: Stalin--The Five-Year Plans and the Purges

terms:
 75. First Five-Year Plan      76. Gosplan       77. Collectivization      77. Machine Tractor Stations       78. Second Five-Year Plan        79. Stakhanov--"Labor Hero"        
80. Purge Trials

Palmer section 96: The International Impact of Communism

terms:
81. "Zimmerwald Left"        82. Sparticist Movement      

 83. Third International/Comintern 
           84. Twenty-One Points       85. "popular fronts"    

86. existence of USSR--20th century impact

