Westerberg, English 5-6

OUTSIDE READING PROJECT OPTIONS
Directions: Select one of the following options for your outside reading novel.  Below each selection, write down the oral instructions I give you so you have clear guidelines on how to execute the project.
College Application: Create an application that a character you have just read about could write and submit to a college.  Use all of the information you know about the character and infer or create the rest of it.  On the application, include the character’s name, academic rank, high school courses taken, and grades, or download a “Common Application” form from the internet and fill it out accordingly.  Then, choose one of the following questions to answer from the character’s point of view in a two-page essay:

A) What experience, event, or person has had a significant impact on your life? B) Discuss a situation where you have made a difference. C) Describe your areas of interest and your personality, and explain how they relate to why you would like to attend this college.

Soundtrack: After reading, divide your novel into three sections. Then, select a piece of music that you feel captures the content or tone of each section.  Write an explication that explains how you divided the novel and why you chose each particular piece of music.  Be specific and reference events that occur in the novel.

Current Events: Select three current events or feature stories from television, the internet or newspapers or  magazines that you think would interest your character.  Then, explain how your character would respond to each of these stories, and the opinions your character would have about what was happening in the story.  Relate the events to details about the character given in your novel.
Create a Childhood:  If your main character is an adult, try to figure out what he or she would have been like as a child.  Write the story of his or her childhood in a way that shows why he or she is the way he or she is in the novel. Be sure to reference specifics from the novel that connect to the childhood you create.
Movie Recommendations:  From all of the movies you’ve seen (or remember seeing), pick three you would recommend that your character see.  Give a brief summary of each movie and explain why you think your character should see it by referencing specifics of the novel.  You may change this topic to Book Recommendations if you’d like.

File a Complaint:  Adopt the persona of one of the characters who you feel is portrayed in a sexist or racist manner.  Write a complaint explaining what you feel was unjust in your portrayal and explain the actions you would like the author to take to remedy the biased portrayal. 

Talk to the Author:  Write a letter to the author of the book explaining what you liked/disliked, discussing its meaning, saying whatever you want to say.  Reference specific details from the novel.  If the author is still alive, send the letter to her/him via the publisher of the book.

A Character’s Fears:  Think deeply about your main character and make inferences based on his/her actions and on what other characters say about this person.  What do you assume this character fears?  What does this character want to avoid most?  Write an essay arguing what you feel your character fears the most; support your claims with evidence.

Character Astrology Signs: After reading a brief description of the astrology or sun signs, figure out which signs you think three of the main characters from your book were born under.  Write an explanation of why you think they fit the sign, drawing on their actions, attitudes, and thoughts from the book.

General notes on all projects: Each of these projects is intended to not only prove that you read the novel you chose, but to also test your critical thinking skills.  Make sure you prove to me that you completed the novel, yet don’t rely on basic summary.  Analyze, synthesize and create!

· All written portions should be typed, 12-point font, double spaced, MLA format.

· Incorporate all grammar mini-lessons into your writing.

· Keep paragraphs focused with clear claims (Topic Sentences).
