Writing About Evidence








Before you can write a body paragraph, you need 
to gather information about the evidence you will use to support your claim.
First, copy out the piece of evidence you plan to use:
Now, answer the following questions.

1. Who is speaking?

2. What is the context?
To whom is the speaker speaking? Where? Who else is listening? What has just happened in the story or will soon happen?
3. Restate the evidence in your own words.

4. Identify the key word and explain why it is significant or how this word creates meaning.

5. Exactly, what does this evidence prove?

Now you are ready to begin writing a body paragraph. Begin with a topic sentence or an opening sentence that suggests what you are using the evidence to demonstrate or prove.

Then you must “do” three “things” with this piece of evidence. 


You need to:

1. introduce it
Provide context for this piece of evidence.
What is going on at this moment in the story?
Use an introductory phrase (i.e., “Elie tells the reader” 
or “Elie explains”). 
Who is saying these words? How is the speaker saying them? 

2. insert it
Copy it out; cite the page number properly.

3. discuss it
Restate the evidence in your own words.
What is the speaker or narrator trying to say or explain?
Focus on a key word.
What is the most important word in the piece of evidence? Why?
Connect the evidence to the claim.
How does this piece of evidence prove that your claim is true?
What does it show?
evidence
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