
   

Press Release 

Hemet High School to receive National BARR School of 
Academic Excellence Recognition  
 
Hemet, March 27, 2015:  On Wednesday, April 29th at 1:45pm, Hemet High School will receive the recognition of a 
National BARR School of Academic Excellence.  The school has been implementing BUILDING ASSETS 
REDUCING RISKS (or “BARR”), a social emotional learning model developed by Angela Jerabek and 
distributed by Hazelden Publishing. Since 1998, this evidence-based model has been proven to decrease 
educational disparities while increasing achievement for all students.  Angela Jerabek will present the 
certificate to Principal Emily Shaw at the ceremony at Hemet High School. 
 
Hemet is one of three schools in California that have been included in an Investing in Innovation (i3) Validation grant, 
the flagship innovation grant program from the United States Department of Education. 
 
“We are delighted to be celebrating Hemet High School's recognition as a National BARR School of Academic 
Excellence and their receipt of the Golden Bell Award from the California School Boards Association. The 
BARR program with its multifaceted interdisciplinary interventions has had a systematic impact on the 
academic achievement and social well-being of thousands of students throughout the country," said 
Superintendent Dr. Barry Kayrell 
 
The National BARR School of Excellence commendation is reserved only for those BARR schools that have 
been rigorously evaluated and proven to have strong and sustained academic outcomes, to be implementing 
the model with high fidelity, and to have established a culture focused on the development of the whole 
student.  Several other criteria must be met, including having a sustainability program in place for the long 
term; the willingness to share BARR experience with other schools; and sustained, strong administrative 
commitment and leadership.   
 
According to Angela Jerabek, she is “excited to name Hemet High School as the first National BARR School of 
Excellence in the state of California. Hemet High School has demonstrated that by focusing on the systemic 
development of powerful relationships, leveraging student data and capitalizing on each student's individual 
strengths, all students will increase their academic performance and their feelings of connectedness. Hemet 
High School should also be commended for their leadership as BARR and this transformational work has 
expanded to each of their high schools in the district”. 

 
BUILDING ASSETS, REDUCING RISKS is available nationwide and it is listed on the National Registry of 
Evidence-based Practices and Programs (NREPP). This is an innovative and effective model for 
improving academic performance and fostering the talents of all students, regardless of their differences. 
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