AP GoPo Review Guide
I. Unit 1: Constitutional Underpinnings (5-15%)

A. Articles of Confederation (weaknesses, powers)

· Shay’s Rebellion 1786

B. Constitutional (Philadelphia) Convention 1787:

· Sources of Constitution (Locke, Montesquieu)
· Compromises (Great [CT], 3/5, Slave Trade) 

· Presidential v. parliamentary system
· Federalists, Anti-Federalists 
· Bill of Rights 
· Amendment process (Article V)

1. Formal vs. Informal methods to change Constitution or meaning of
C. Principles of the Constitution (6): 

· checks/balances, separation of powers, federalism, judicial review (Marbury v. Madison), popular sovereignty, constitutionalism

D. Ratification politics

· Federalist Papers (Madison, Hamilton, Jay)
· Fed 51: auxiliary precautions against tyranny, principles of republicanism 
· Fed 10: dangers of factions 
E. Electoral College

· How it works (formula, winner-take-all, criticisms, alternatives to)

· Why won’t it be abolished/changed?
F. Federalism

· Federal vs. state supremacy, Supremacy Clause (McCulloch v. Maryland, Gibbons v. Ogden), Elastic (Necessary and Proper) Clause, Commerce Clause, Decentralists vs. Centralists (States’ rights vs. national power)

· State powers (10th Amendment) & obligations of states: full faith/credit, privileges/immunities, extradition

· Types: Marble cake/layer cake theories (cooperative vs. dual federalism)

· New Federalism: Devolution of power to states

1. Public Policy Issues: entitlements, social welfare/education/environmental policy-welfare reform, education reform, healthcare, Medicaid/medicare, ADA, NCLB, TANF
G. Federal grants (categorical/block), federal mandates (funded/unfunded) – politics of
II. Unit 2: Political Beliefs and Behavior (10-20%)

A. Political Culture/Ideology: liberalism, conservativism (Contract with America), centrists, Republicans, Democrats, New Republicans, New Democrats, The New Right, Libertarianism, socialism, mistrust of government, types of publics (elite, mass, attentive), 
B. Measuring public opinion (polls, horse-race coverage)
C. Political Socialization: family, race/ethnicity, geography, income/class, gender gap (Year of the Woman), age, education (best predictor of voter turnout), background, religion, portrait of the electorate and voting patterns, party affiliation (best predictor of voter behavior)
D. Political Participation: types, effectiveness

E. Voter turnout: 15th Amendment, political efficacy
· states methods of disenfranchisement (Jim Crow)

· federal government response to disenfranchisement: 24th Amendment (banned poll tax), Voting Rights Act 1965 (banned literacy tests, federal preclearance), 
· 26th Amendment (voting age 18), Motor Voter Act 1993
· midterm vs. presidential elections

· VAP vs. VEP

F. Campaigns and Elections: 

a. Congressional:
· winner-take-all/single-member districts, incumbency advantages (safe seats, gerrymandering) 

· SCOTUS rulings (Shaw v. Reno, 1993, Wesberry v. Sanders, 1963, Baker v. Carr, 1962), redistricting vs. reapportionment
b. Presidential: 
· Primary elections

1. Primaries vs. caucuses 

2. Primaries (open, closed, blanket, beauty contest), NH, frontloading

3. Caucuses (Iowa) 
· Nomination phase 
1. DNC/RNC

2. VP candidate (balance the ticket
· General elections 
1. electoral college, winner-take-all, effect on minor parties, swing states, over-representation
c. Campaign Finance: 
· FECA (1974)-limits, disclosure, subsidies; 
1. rise of PACs, Buckley v. Valeo, 1976; 
· BCRA (2002), banned soft money, hard money limit raised (individuals)

1. McConnell v. FEC, 2003; 527s, Independent Expenditures, Issue Advocacy, Citizens United v. FEC (2010), SuperPACs
III. Unit 3: Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Media (10-20%)

A. party functions, role of party in political agenda and policy making, linkage institution between people and government 
B. weakening of parties: dealignment, realigning (critical) elections, rise of independents

C. divided government and its impact on policy-making, split-ticket voting (office bloc)
D. party organization

a. decentralized: national/state/local levels, constituencies, platforms

E. Progressive Era reforms: 
a. 17th Amendment, primary elections (Democrats: McGovern-Fraser Reforms, Superdelegates), Australian ballot

F. Interest Groups: Madison Federalist 10 (dangers of factions)

a. Fill vacuum of parties, types: (single-issue, ideological, public interest, membership), effectiveness
b. Tactics: litigation (amicus briefs), lobbying, campaign contributions, media, report cards, etc.

c. Lobbyists: iron triangle, influence/information to government, linkage institution, PACs: strategies, contributions, regulation of, revolving door
G. Media: 
a. New vs. traditional

b. set agenda, horse race coverage, selective attention, selective perception, sound bites, trial balloons, electronic throne
IV. Unit 4: Institutions (35-45%)

Congress:

A. Bicameralism: representation in the lower House (closer to the people), and in the upper house (democratization by the 17th Amendment), incumbency rates 
B. Why do legislators vote as they do? (trustee, delegate theories)

C. Constitutional (Formal) differences between the House and Senate:

a. separation of powers, elections, terms, powers (expressed, implied, inherent)-War Powers, Commerce Powers, powers denied-(ex post facto, habeas corpus, bills of attainder), qualifications, 
b. Senate: elected “at-large,” continuous body, confirmation powers/politics of

i. POWERS: advice & consent (appointments & treaty ratification), chooses VP in electoral tie, impeachment trial

c. House: single-member districts, every two years, closer to the people, 2 years, single-member districts, reapportionment (Census Bureau), redistricting, gerrymandering (cracking/packing, safe seats, Shaw v. Reno, Miller v. Johnson, Baker v. Carr, Wesberry v. Sanders)
i. POWERS: revenue bills, chooses president in electoral tie, impeachment
D. Powers: legislative, oversight, investigative 

E. Passing Legislation: 
Rules of each Chamber (Informal)

a. Senate: less formal, filibuster, cloture, holds, unanimous consent, non-germane riders (Christmas tree bills), 
· Important Committees: Judiciary Committee (senatorial courtesy), Foreign Relations Committee

b. House: more formal, Rules Committee (open rules/closed rules), germaneness 
· Important Committees: Ways and Means, Rules, Budget, Appropriations
c. Organization and powers of leaders: Speaker, president pro tempore, president of Senate, majority leader, minority leader, whips, Congressional caucuses

d. Presidential action on legislation (sign, ignore, veto, pocket veto) NO line item veto (Clinton v. NY), signing statements

Powers of each Chamber (formal)

e. Declare War, Override presidential veto, pass legislation
F. Committee system:  

a. Types: standing, joint, select, conference

b. membership-Chair, ranking member, seniority system; 
c. Functions: markup sessions, pigeonholes, riders, discharge petitions, earmarks (pork barrel), logrolling 
Presidency/Bureaucracy:

A. Powers: formal v. informal 

a. Formal: commander-in-chief, foreign policy maker, appointment, treaties, veto

b. Informal: executive privilege (US v. Nixon), electronic throne (bully pulpit), head of party, budget, executive order, executive agreement, signing statement, impoundment, recess appointments
B. Checks: Congress v. President: 

a. impeachment, legislative veto (INS v. Chada), War Powers Act, Budget Impoundment and Control Act (CBO), foreign v. domestic policy, appropriations, emergency powers, “Imperial Presidency”
C. Qualifications, Terms, Succession

a. Presidential Succession Act, 25th Amendment
D. Executive Branch: Bureaucracy
a. White House staff –most loyal (rule of propinquity); no Senate confirmation
b. Executive Office of the President (OMB, DNI/NSC, CEA), Senate confirmation

c. Cabinet (divided loyalties), patronage, a-c ABOVE can all be fired at discretion of president, but appointed/confirmed by Senate positions (except White House staff)

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES: Senate confirmation; removed for cause
d. Independent executive agencies-i.e. NASA (removed for cause)

e. government corporations, i.e. USPS (fixed terms, removed for cause) 
f. independent regulatory commissions, i.e. SEC, The Fed, FEC…(removed for cause)

E. Executive and congressional influences: 

a. Pendleton Act: OPM (Merit system v. spoils system), Hatch Act, FOIA, red tape, iron triangles, revolving door, lobbyists 
b. Other influences: Interest Groups (iron triangle, litigation), Media (whistleblowers, watchdog)

F. Checks: President (appoint/remove), Congress (appropriations, legislation), Courts (rulings, judicial review), interest groups (lobbying, iron triangle), media (public opinion)
G. Powers: discretionary authority, regulation, enforcement, subsidies, growth of bureaucracy, hard to fire
Judiciary:

A. Judicial restraint (stare decisis, defer to elected officials, strict construction) v. judicial activism (active role in solving society’s problems, liberal construction); originalism

B. Federalist 78-need for national judiciary/life terms (Hamilton)

C. Marshall Court: national supremacy & implied powers (McCulloch), judicial review (Marbury)
D. Federal Court system: Congress creates lower federal courts, 
a. constitutional courts (regular courts)

i. District (original, uses juries)

ii. Circuit (appellate, panel of 3 judges only) 
iii. Supreme (original and appellate, judge only)

b. nominating judges: appointment process (simple majority in Senate)/senatorial courtesy/litmus test/ABA

c. Getting to federal court: standing, justiciability, stare decisis, petit/grand juries, indictments
d. US Government: solicitor general, US attorneys 
e. jurisdiction (original, appellate) (exclusive, concurrent)

E. Types of law: common, statutory, civil (class action), criminal

F. Getting to SCOTUS:

a. Choose own docket per writ of certiori (rule of four) (cases appealed from lower federal courts or highest state [supreme] court)

b. influences: amicus curiae briefs

c. opinions (majority, dissenting, concurring)

G. Warren Court: Activist Court-1954-1969; Burger Court 1969-1986 somewhat activist (Roe, Bakke)
H. Power of Court: remedies, judicial review

I. Checks on Court: Constitution, stare decisis, Congress (amendment, legislation, confirmation, impeachment), state (ignore), public opinion
V. Unit 5: Public Policy (5-15%)

A. Making public policy, agenda setting: identification, formulation, adoption, implementation, evaluation

B. Economic Policy: (Fiscal/Monetary) 

a. Fiscal Policy: Congress + President – taxing and spending

b. Monetary: Federal Reserve – regulation of money supply

c. Set by: CEA, OMB, Treasury, Fed (monetary), Congress (fiscal)

d. Deficit spending, national debt, fiscal responsibility.  Balanced budget attempts, Keynesianism-deficit spending vs. Monetarism-Federal Reserve role in constructing monetary policy (inflation, interest rates) vs. Supply-side (Reaganomics) tax cuts 
e. Budget: president + OMB, CBO, Congressional budget committees + Appropriations + Ways and Means/Senate Finance, GAO

f. Taxes:
i.  types-individual income (16th Amendment), corporate income, gift/estate, excise, tariffs, 
ii. structures: progressive, regressive, proportional (flat)

g. Spending/Outlays: 

i. 2/3 budget: MANDATORY (“Uncontrollables”)- automatic authorization, entitlements (Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, food stamps), eligibility/criteria requirements (either means tested or age qualification)
ii. 1/3 DISCRETIONARY-requires annual reauthorization; (largest area of discretionary=defense; non-defense discretionary=education, parks/rec, science, tech, grants-in-aid, transportation, etc.) 

iii. Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Act 1985 (sequestration), Budget Enforcement Act 1990 (PayGo)

C. Trade Policy: NAFTA, GATT, protectionism, WTO

D. Social Policy

a. Role of government? Federal vs. state control (conservative v. liberal)

b. Entitlements: Social Security (criteria based cash transfer entitlement program), Healthcare (benefit-in-kind, Medicaid is means tested; Medicare is age criteria), food stamps (benefit-in-kind, means tested)

c. Welfare reform 1996 (AFDC (entitlement) to TANF block grant- NO LONGER ENTITLEMENT)

d. education reform (Title IX, IDEA, NCLB, ESEA, Head Start)

e. Foreign Policy: shared by President + Congress (defers to President)

i. War Powers Act vs. Commander-in-Chief
f. Environment: EPA, Clean Air/Water Acts, regulatory policy-quasi-judicial/legislative powers, environmental impact reports, Superfund

VI. Unit 6: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (5-15%)

A. protections against government, positive acts of government: Constitution, Bill of Rights, Legislation, litigation(court cases), state constitutions

B. selective incorporation of the Bill of Rights to the states: 14th Amendment (Gitlow v. NY; Palko v. CT)

C. 14th A: Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses

D. 9th A: enumerated rights; privacy (Griswold v. CT), association (Boy Scouts v. Dale), homosexual conduct (Lawrence v. TX)

E. 1st A: Free Speech-
a. clear and present danger (Schenck v. US), symbolic speech (Texas v. Johnson; Tinker v. Des Moines), political speech (Citizens United v. FEC), libel/slander (NY Times v. Sullivan), obscenity (Miller v. CA), Prior restraint (Pentagon Papers), 

F. 1st A: Free Press-
a. shield laws, student press (Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier), FOIA, sunshine laws, executive privilege

G. 1st A: Free Religion Clauses-Establishment and Free Exercise.  
a. Establishment- school cases: Engel v. Vitale, Lemon v. Kurtzman (Lemon Test)  
b. Free Exercise: Oregon v. Smith, Reynolds v. US, W. VA Board v. Barnette

H. 2nd: DC v Heller, McDonald v Chicago
I. 4th: Search and Seizure-
a. probable cause, automobile exception, Exclusionary Rule (Mapp v. Ohio); exceptions to Exclusionary Rule, PATRIOT Act 
J. 5th/14th A: Due Process: 
a. procedural/substantive. Grand Jury (not nationalized), Eminent Domain (Kelo v. City of New London), Double Jeopardy, Self-Incrimination (Miranda v. AZ)

K. 6th A: speedy/public trial, right to jury, 
a. most cases end in plea bargain, 
b. right to counsel (Gideon v. Wainwright, Escobedo v. Illinois)

L. 8th A: cruel and unusual punishment

a. death penalty (Furman v. GA struck down, Gregg v. GA reinstated)
M. No Ex Post Facto, Bills of Attainder, Habeas Corpus protection
N. Equal Protection Clause (14th): 
a. strict scrutiny (suspect classes, race) vs. reasonableness “heightened scrutiny” (“quasi-suspect,” gender) 

b. affirmative action (UC Regents v. Bakke, Gratz v. Bollinger, Grutter v. Bollinger); 
c. fundamental rights (abortion-Roe v. Wade, Planned Parenthood v. Casey, Gonzalez v. Carhart) (voting-Bush v. Gore) (same sex marriage – DOMA, Prop 8)

O. De jure v. de facto segregation; Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board

P. Civil Rights Act of 1964: 
a. Title II-discrimination in public accommodations (Commerce Clause); 
b. Title VII-employment discrimination, affirmative action federal contractors
Q. Civil Rights Act of 1968: Fair housing
R. Voting Rights Act of 1965: 
a. banned literacy test; federal/state tension, increase in black vote/representation, bilingual ballots, Sec 5 preclearance
S. Gender: Equal Pay Act of 1963, failure of ERA, Title IX Ed. Act 1972, Civil Rights Act Title VII, 1992 Year of the Woman
T. Citizenship: jus soli, jus sanguinis; Simpson-Mazzoli Bill 1986
