Name: ___________________​​​​​_________________ Period: _________Date of Seminar:  ____________

Socratic Seminar: Science, Technology and Our Changing World
Based on readings from Unit 4
1. Analyze the Texts: Consider the themes associated with science, technology, and modern society in Fast Food Nation, “TV: The Plug-in Drug”, “Cars and Their Enemies”, “Biotech Century”, “Enemies of Promise”, WALL-E,  and the addresses of both Bush and Obama on stem cell research:
1. progress vs. luddism (opposition to technological change)
2. environmental impacts
3. individualistic technologies vs. community/family
4. health and safety
5. urban vs. suburban (life style and landscape)
6. moral implications of science and technology
7. consumerism/ mass production
2. Talking Point Questions: Using the selections and notes/annotations, generate a list of at least five (5) questions that you would like to ask or discuss with the class. BE SPECIFIC.. 

· For every question that you create, you must provide a possible answer. Cite examples, line numbers, and/or page numbers to support your answers.
· Do not ask questions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”.

· Be able to ask & answer higher-level questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy & Costa’s Levels of Inquiry.
3. Seminar Discussion Questions. Give specific and detailed evidence, properly citing your examples from the text (chapters & page numbers). Each answer should be approximately 75-100 words.
Opening Question: 
1. In what ways has our world changed in the past one hundred years? What technologies have had the greatest impact on our society during that time span? What are the main arguments/philosophies of the supporters of technological/scientific advancements? Of the opponents to these advancements? 
Core/ Central Questions: 
2. What are the positives and negatives of cars and TV, technologies that have become essential parts of our everyday lives? Could we live without them? Explain. What other technologies could be put in the same category as TVs and cars? Why? What are the negatives and positives of these items? 

3. In what ways does “Biotech Century” relate to Fast Food Nation? How do you feel about bioengineered foods? Do you accept Rifkin’s arguments about the possible outcomes of introducing transgenic organisms into the environment?

4. Bishop contends that there are limits to science. What are these limits? Do humans expect too much from science? Use examples to support your opinion. According to Bishop, why are scientists often “feared, mistrusted, even despised” (285)? 

5. What are the major issues associated with stem cell research as communicated by former President George W. Bush and President Obama? How do these two speeches and the issues they raise relate to other readings from this unit?
6. In what ways does the movie WALL-E communicate anxieties about modern society and technology? What are some other movies, TV shows, or books that incorporate themes discussed in these readings? Explain.

7. How do electronic devices affect the family and relationships in general? Do you feel that these communication technologies have enhanced or diminished your interpersonal relationships? Explain.

Closing Question: 
8. Do technological and scientific advancements make our lives simpler and more fulfilling or more complicated and empty? Explain and use examples to support your answer. In terms of science and technology, where do you predict our society will be in twenty-five years? Fifty years? One hundred years? Ultimately, do you agree with J. Michael Bishop that “to reject science is to deny the future”(285)?
STUDENT FACILIATATOR: _____________________________________________

- Make sure group is on task and focused


- Encourage thoughtful responses


- Make sure the group is asking higher level thinking questions


- Discourage cross-talk and enforce the “rule of five”

- Encourage shy classmates to speak

- Remain neutral throughout the discussion
