Questions from Chronicle of a Death Foretold
1. What evidence of bias, if any does the investigative narrator display?

2. Why didn’t the bishop land and give his blessing? Is this symbolic? Is this a motif in the story?

3. Why didn’t anyone tell Santiago that murderers were after him?

4. Is there significance/symbolism to Santiago being stabbed so many times?

5. Why does Angela remain obsessed with Bayardo for so many years?

6. What effect does Marquez’s casual, matter-of-fact depiction of death and pain have on the reader?

7. How can honor justify the murder of Santiago?

8. What does the car symbolize?

9. The narrator’s mother said “Honor is love.” What does this mean in relation to the story?

10. How does Marquez’s description of this small town convey his view on Latin Americans?

11. What effect, if any, does Santiago’s Arab ancestry have on the story?

12. Why does Angela’s mother beat her when Bayardo returns her following the wedding?

13. Why create Bayardo as a character that, while everyone respected him, was so disliked?

14. Why did Angela name Santiago? Was it true, or did she do it for some other reason that may have been personal, social, economic etc?

15. Is this story one of tragic irony, bad fate, fatal coincidence, social conspiracy…?

16. What significance is the impersonal, investigative tone that Marquez uses?

17. How does presenting the story in a non-linear, episodic fashion impact the reader and the reader’s understanding?

18. Marquez’s use of a journalistic style is his deliberate choice for this story and is quite different from his usual style – why do you think he made this choice?
