Night by Elie Wiesel
notes for pages 80-103




1. The Red Army—the Soviets—are advancing from the east into Poland. What do the SS decide that they must do with the prisoners at Buna?






2. What would happen to a prisoner if he stopped running in the snow?



3. Why was Elie able to keep running, even though he was exhausted, his foot was still swollen, and he was much too malnourished to run?





4. Why is it dangerous to fall asleep once they stop running?




5. Rabbi Eliahu is separated from his son. The Rabbi tries to find him. Elie realizes that he did see the son. What did Elie see the son do? Why is it significant?








6. Before they get on the train to Buchenwald, there is another selection. Elie’s father is sent to the left. How does Elie save his father?








7. What do the SS have the prisoners do with the men who die in the cattle car on the way to Buchenwald?

8. Once more, Elie saves his father. How?






9. Why does Meir kill his father in the cattle car? [A different Meir than Meir Katz, the gardener at Buna.]


10. Originally there were one hundred prisoners in “Elie’s” cattle car. How many survived and arrived at Buchewald?

Reflection: What do you think Juliek’s crushed violin is supposed to symbolize (95)?
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Elie will march from the labor camp, Buna, at Auschwitz, to Gleiwitz, where there was a smaller satellite camp. The distance between the two camps is approximately 30 miles—about the distance from Orange Glen to the downtown baseball stadium.


From Gleiwitz, Elie and his father will ride in an open cattle car to Buchenwald, a concentration camp in central Germany.
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