The Ancient Hawaiian Classes (in order of social status) 
Alii, the Hawaiian royal class.
This class consisted of the high and lesser chiefs of the realms. They governed with divine power called mana and had the right to wear certain feathers and protective capes. The Alii's were a driving force behind the frequent warring throughout the Hawaiian islands as they contrived to extend their domains. 

Kahuna, the Hawaiian priestly class. 
This class consisted of the priesthood that tended the temples and conducted religious activities in the villages. Kahuna's possed the ability (along with Aliis) to place a kapu on places and things, forbidding commoners. Scientists and exceptional navigators also were deemed to have kahuna status. Akamia advisors would be considered Kahunas. A kahuna nui was a high priest.

Maka'ainana, the Hawaiian commoner class. 
This class consisted of the farmers, fishermen, bird catchers, weapons makers, craftsmen and their families. In a feudal Polynesian society, they were charged with laboring for the overall economy. Ancient Hawaiian economy became complex over time. People began to specialize in specific skills. Generations of Hawaiian families became committed to certain careers: roof thatchers, house builders (tiki huts!), stone grinders, weapons makers, bird catchers who would make the feather cloaks of the ali'i, and canoe builders. Soon, entire islands began to specialize in certain skilled trades. Oahu became the chief kapa (tapa bark cloth) manufacturer. Maui became the chief canoe manufacturer. 
Kauwa, the Hawaiian outcast or slave class. 
This class consisted primarily of people who were considered to be of low birth and thus born without mana. They were not allowed to move up in the caste system or improve their conditions. The mingling of members from other caste groups with the Kauwa was strictly prohibited by kapu. This caste also included prisoners captured in times of war. These prisoners forced to serve the ali'i or were more often used for sacrifice at the luakini heiau. Crushing of bones with club weapons or strangulation was common. 
Kapu System 
The ancient Hawaiian legal system was based on religious kapu, or taboos. The social order of old Hawaii was defined by very strict societal rules, do's and don'ts, and the transgressor paid with his or her life.   Every crime was a capital offense, stepping onto the chief's shadow, fishing out of season, were indeed paid for with one's life. There was a correct way to live, to worship, hold weapons, and to eat. Examples of taboos included the provision that men and women could not eat together. Fishing was limited to specified seasons of the year. The shadow of the ali'i must not be touched as it was stealing his mana. Violating taboos even by accident was punishable by death.  Acquittal was possible if he or she could reach a pu'uhonua (place of refuge) and be cleansed as well as exonerated by a kahuna (priest). The pu'uhonua was especially important in times of war as a refuge for women and children as well as warriors from the defeated side.  Kapu (taboos) was derived from ancestral, ancient Polynesian traditions and beliefs from Hawaiian worship of tiki gods, demigods and ancestral mana. 
Weaponry of Hawaii  
Ancient warriors of Hawaii, or Koa, used a variety of intriguing weapons. Tactics of ancient Hawaiians included raining missile weapons, like deadly sling stones and spears down upon enemies from high arcs. Closing with pikes, spears 12' to 15' long in a formation allowing the first ranks or warriors to attack their enemies. Then decimating foes in melee combat with a terrifying array of hand weaponry. These weapons included short spears, clubs, shark toothed clubs, strangulation cords, trip weapons, throwing axes and the infamous Hawaiian daggers. Kao warriors were brutal and disciplined. The nobles wore spectacular feather capes as a form of armor. Kao warriors practiced an ancient martial art called Lua, in it they trained to kill by breaking bones, using pressure points, and more. 

Weaponry of Hawaii  Spears (Pololu)
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In ancient Hawaii, the spear or pike was the main weapon of their armies. These weapons had several variations and styles. These 12' to 15' foot weapons allowed several ranks of ancient Hawaiian warriors to attack at once. These linear formations advanced on to enemies presenting a wall of barbed (these would break off in a punctured enemy) spear points. This main body of ancient warriors moved steadily forward while other kao warriors equipped with melee weaponry that allowed more speed and maneuverability. It has been theorized that these weapons were used by Hawaiian commoners, but royal spear companies are known to have existed. These would have been a disciplined core to the ancient royal armies of Hawaii. The second spear weapon is the short spear, these would have been used by ancient Hawaiian melee units for close combat. These weapons ranged from 4-6 feet long and generally used as a thrusting weapon or for leg sweeping. The final type of spear weapon was the javelin and it is covered under missile weapons below. Spears were made out of dense tropical wood, so dense that they sink in water.

One of the most interesting early arms of Hawaii is the shark toothed club. Although this name is some what a misnomer, due to the fact that the shark toothed weapons were used for slashing weapons. A round weapon may have 30 or more shark teeth around the edges, other varieties featured as few as 3 in a claw shape. Shark tooth also a proffered weapon of ancient Hawaiian nobles. Many weapons were hooked to grab limbs. 

Short spears and stone clubs made up the bulk of Hawaiian close melee weapons. Short spears were not larger at the base like the longer pikes. Stone clubs were in fact stone maces, similar to European designs.
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Weaponry of Hawaii - Melee Weapons 
Hawaiian weapons also included wooden tripping weapons, or pikoi, which had long cords attached to variously shaped club-like heads with or without handles. The weighted part of the rope was thrown at an opponent's legs to trip him, and then another weapon, perhaps a stone hand club shaped like today's hand-held weights with bulbous ends and a slimmer connecting section to grasp, would be used to finish off the tripped enemy.
     Daggers were unique to Hawaii amongst the polynesian islands. Five kinds of daggers were written about by early explorers. They were the heavy truncheon dagger with a hole in the handle for a loop made of olona fiber to be attached, long-bladed daggers, shark-tooth or marlin bladed daggers , bludgeon daggers and curved bladed daggers. 
     Another ancient weapon of Hawaii is the strangle cord, generally made of woven olona fiber. Bishop Museum displays several of these cords with ivory or wooden handles attached. Unlike the rest of Polynesia, Hawai'i had a designated public executioner, who meted out punishment to those who broke the kapu (established taboos, or laws). The executioner, called "mu," prepared victims for sacrifice and used the strangling cord to dispense of them to the god of war, Ku.
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 Weaponry of Hawaii - Missile Weapons The missile weaponry of ancient Hawaii include slings, javelins and throwing weapons similar to axes. As opposing ancient Hawaiian armies closed upon each other stones and spears were said to fall from the sky like "rain water". 
When it came to warfare the sling was the weapon with the longest range and was the deadliest weapon. Bows and arrows were known in ancient Hawaii, however they were used only for games and hunting. Early Hawaiian's crafted rounded conical stones from the dense volcanic rock making an extremely deadly weapon.  These were fashioned out of a pouch woven of strips of hau situated in the center of longer plaited ropes.
     As opposing Hawaiian armies came even closer it was time to let lose the javelins. These attractive and deadly spears are 6'- 8' and 'decorated' with sharks teeth for serration and feathers. These weapons were serrated and used to target individuals with high accuracy. They could be used to hit a warrior’s leg to trip them or to kill with a deadly strike to the neck or chest. 

